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STATE CAPITOL

OKLAHOMA  CITY,  OKLAHOMA

January  23i  1963

A
Honorable  A.  S.  Mike  Monroney
United States  Senator
Senate  Office  Building
Washington,   D.   C.

Dear  Senator  Monroney:

I appreciate  your letter of  January 18,  i
letter I wrote  you at  the  request of  the
Tribe,

T=--:,:-i,---i,il-i--=

Comanche

Time  often  takes  care  of many problens.    This  may be  the
case  here.     The  General  Council  of  the  Kiowa,  Comanche
and  ApaLche  Tribes  has  since  voted  to  void  the  present
tribal  constitution  and additional  action by  them may
take  care  of  the  situation  I wrote  you  about.    There  is
nothing  that needs  to be  done  by you at  this  time.

I, personally,  appreciate your interest.    Best personal
regards.
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January  26,   1963

Honorable  A.   S.   Mike  Monroney
Member,  United  States  Senate
Senate  Of fice  Building
Washington,   D.   C.

Dear  Senator  Monroney:

This  is  to  introduce  two  very  good  friends  of  mine
and  yours,   Robert  Coffee,   Lawton,   and  Lawrence  Tomah,   dr.,
Waiters,  who  are  respected  men  of  ability  and  character
in  their  local  communities  and  among  the  members  of  the
Comanche  Indian  tribe.

I  would,   personally,   appreciate  any  courtesies  and
assistance  extended  them  by  you.     Best  personal  regards.
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Honorable  A.S.   "Mike"   Monroney
United  States  Senator
Senate  Of fice  Building
Washington,   D.C.

Dear  Senator  Monroney:

I  met  this  past  week  with  a  good  many  leaders  of  the  Comanche
Indian  Tribe.     As  you  know,   this  tribe  and  the  Kiowa  Indian
Tribe  are  divided  into  two  groups.     The  group  I  have  always
been  clc>se  with  and  the  one  I  met  with  is  the  progressive  group
of  the  Comanches.     They  are  and  have  been  for  many  years  most
interested  in  separating  the  Comanche  Indian  Tribe  off  by  itself
with  its  own  separate  organization.     One  time  there  was  a  vote
to  do  this,  but  the  result wasn't  approved  by  the  Bureau  of
Indian  Affairs  because  of  some  technical  objections  made,   although
the  election  was  conducted  by  the  Bureau.

These  local  Indians  wanted  me  to  write  you  to  see  if  you  would
draft  and  handle  legislation which would  by  law  separate  the
Comanche  Indian  Tribe  from  the  Kiowas  and  Apaches,   would  authorize
and  direct  the  Secretary  of  Interior  to  divide  tribal  funds  in  the
hands  of  the  Secretary  of  Interior  or  the  Treasurer  being  held  for
the  credit  of  the  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  Tribes,  by  dividing
them  according  to  the  rato  of  the  nurfroer  of  members  of  each  tribe
to  the  total  number  of  members  of  the  three  tribes,   authorizing
and  directing  the  Secretary  of  Interior  to  partition  lands  held
in  common  in  kind  or  to  sell  the  same  and  divide  the  proceeds  or
to  continue  to  hold  them  in  common.

I  would  appreciate  it  very  much  if  you  would  check  into  this  matter
and  let  me  know  whether  or  not  you  would  be  able  to  draft  and
handle  such  legislation.     It would be  doing  a  real  service  for  all
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these  Indians,   including  those  who  would  object.     The  Bureau,   I
think,  would  give  you  their  quiet  approval,   although  I  think  they
are  afraid  to  do  anything  openly.     I  would  appreciate  hearing  from
you  on  this  as  soon  as  you  have  had  time  to  look  into  it.
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UNITED  STATES
DEPARTMENT  OF-  THE  INTERIOFt

BUREAU  OF  INDIAN  AFF.AIRS
WASHINGTON  25,  D. C.
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Mb.  Pr.d R.  H&rri.
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Bear  Hb.  Harri€!

gpca  Seasc®r  mtse Honrouey'e  request,  ire  &r€  *€ndlng  you  ¢®rtL£1€d

€apl€e  ®£  the  d¢ctuettt.  g€queeted  ln your  letter  o£ January  11

per€alnLng  t®  c8rt&1n #1ael  €et&€.a.  and blLling  the  S€utt®r'i

®££Lce.    the  €es&L  €®&€  of  th.  €apie.1.  SL7.

81eeer.Ly you.,

[Lsg¥_I.` L`aFoilette   Butler
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CC: Hon.  Mike  Monroney
United  States  Senate
Washington  25,  D.  C.


