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February 27, 1963 'Y u’l oseo £,
Honorable A. S. Mike Monroney /f@,? S0y

United States Senator
Senate Office Building
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Monroney:

I am enclosing a review, with supporting documents, of the turmoil and
chaotic condkfie istorically present in the tribal organization of
the Kiowa, { ¢ and Apache Indian Tribes.

I have always felt quite strongly that the Comanche Indian Tribe should
be permitted, and by legislation authorized and directed, to form its

own separate tribal organization. This opinion is shared by the progres-
sive members of the Indian Tribe, and I think the majority of the members
of the Tribe. It is also shared by the officials of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs with whom I have talked. These latter officials, however, have
hesitated to take any official public position on this question. They
express privately that a separate organization for the Indian Tribe would
promote better organization, more harmony and cooperation, and greater
ability to take advantage of federal self-help programs for the Comanche
Indian Tribe, as well as for the other Tribes. They suggest, however,
that this must be accomplished by legislation.

It seems to me that now is the best time to go to work on this, since the
General Council of the Kiowa, Comanche, Apache Tribes has just voted to
throw out the present constitution.

Would it be possible for you to ask the Bureau of Indian Affairs to propose

a bill which would make the Comanche Indian Tribe a separate entity and or-
ganization, authorize them to perfect their organization undey the supervisory
direction of the Department of Interior, and authorize tﬂ%ﬁﬁfgidirect the
Secretary of Interior to make an equitable division of common land, money

and other property? I believe they would jump at the chance to do this if

so requested., We would then hope that you would introduce the bill, although
you could make this determination later. I suggest that Leslie Gay, Tribal
Relations Officer, Bureau of Indian Affairs, Washington, is very knowledge-
able on this matter.
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Would you please give this your consideration and let me know what you
think? Your assistance is certainly appreciated.

Best personal regards.

Sincerely yourgj

Enclosures



This is a request from State Senator
Fred Harris for you to introduce
legislation to authorize the Comanche
Tribe fo form a tribal organization

separate from the Kiowas and Apaches.
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Anited States Senate
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il March 17, 1956 |

btﬁumod“bomtwwunbyﬁnd. Pitner, Area
Director, at 2:00 P.M., Saturday, March 17, 1956, at the Fort 8i11 Indisn Scheol,
Lawton, Oklahoda, by Robert Coffey, Temporery Chairman, motice of the meeting
having been given by distributing 20 copies of official notice of meoting (attached
Exhibit 1), and by distribution of 500 copies of information sheet (attached
Exhibit ui, and by three nmotices in the lawton Morning Press (attached Exhibit 1B), i
and by information meetings held during the month of March at Oklahoma City, at e
Post Osk Mission School, Indishoma, at Dutch Reformed Mission, Lawton, at Brown
Church, Walters, at Deyo Miseion and Naserene Indian Mission, Cache, at Petarcy
Miasion, Richards Spur, at Mehsetiy Missicn, Apache, and st {ittle Washite Missiom,
Fleteher. Approximately 500 Comanches wore pregent when the meeting was called to
order. s g

The Chair then recognized Mr, Walter Gray, Superintendent of the Pert 8ill
Indian School, who made a few remarks and explained the purpose of the meeting and
informed the group that the moeting was held for members of the Comanche Indian

Tribe only. : : ,

The Chair then opsned the house for neminations for Chairman of the meeting,
Henry Youniacut nominated James Chebahtah; lewrence Tomah, Jr.. nomingted Robert ,
Coffey. There being no further nominations, nominations were declared closed., An
election was held by standing vote. Robert Coffey received 240 votes. dgmes Tl
cmmw: received 153 votes. Robert Coffay was ldochrod elogcted Chairmen of the

m ° .0 2 s

e The house was then declayed open for. nosinations for Secretary of the s
. meeting. Marlene Podder and Max Pahcheks were nominated. JNarlems Podder, reeeiving
the highest number of voles, was declared elscted Secretary for the meeting. S

‘ mmmw.m.mumm&aw tien
of a resolutien. Rev. Kemah introduced the resclution (sttached Buhidit 2), reed
wwwndmu.wuﬁdﬂatitbemme The Chair recognised Mr.
Norton Tahquechi for purposes of a fow remarka. Rev. Komah then was recegrieesd
for a {ow resarks in faver of the resolution, at which time he also obesrved that

. Boderick Bed Klk vho meved that esch speaker
cponkonl;mu-mtb ;

‘Mr. Alfved Mahooot who speks againet the reselu-
Wiy Wne b
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Mr. Roderick Red Elk relinquished his time to Mr. Henry Ibold.ng-Gluo,
but the latiter declined to speak further.

@

The chair then recognized Mrs. George (Nema) Kishketon, who spoke in
favor of the resolution,

The Chair then recognized Mr. Clayton Nauni who made a few remarks and
stated that he was neutral on the question involved. AN

The Chair then recognized Mr, ln;nnéo Tomah, Jr., who spoke in favor of
the resolution. : .

The Chair then recognized Mr. Raymond Nauni, who spoke in favor of the
resolution. \ : 3

The Chair then recognized Mrs. Mary Poctpybitty, who spoke against the
resolution. : -

The Chair then recognized Mrs. Pearl Ksuley, whq spoke in favor of the
resolution, .

The Chair then recognized Mrs. Julia Mahseet, who spoke against the
- resolution, - ‘

. The Chair then recognized Mr. Edgar lbnohthchi, who spoke in faver of
the resolution.

The Chair then recognized Mr, Jack hhloot, who spoke minat the resolu-
tion, in the Comanche language. :

The Chair then mognisod Mr. quor Noyabad, who npob against the
resolution,

The Chair then rbco;ni:od Mr. Joe Attocknie, who moved that all discussion
cease and that a vote be taken immediately. The motion was seconded by Learrence
‘rc-h, and carried wnanimously.

mchsimnﬂnnwlodﬂutom;maﬁcuofmorohhr, both
men and women, would be entitled to vote on the question. The Chair further ruled
that anybody recognized as a member of the Comanche Indian Tribe under membership
rules previously adopted by the Inter-Tribal Business Committee, upon suggestions
from the Commissioner of Indan Affairs, would be entitled to vote. There was no
objection te the ruling by the Chairmen as to qualifications for voting., The Chair
then stated that anyone present could at this time challenge any other person's
right to vote on the resolution, and that no challenges would be allowed after
voting had started. This statement was repeated by the Chairman thres times. Mr.
Norton Tahquechi interpreted the statements made by the Chairman as to the ruht
to vote in the Comanche Language. No challenges were made.

The Chair then asked those opposed to the resolution to appoiat two counters.

Mr. Norton Tahquechi and Mr. Felix Koweno were appointed by thon opposed to the 4

resolution, including William Saupitty and Taylor Noyabad. The Chairman then .ppoinuc
- two other counters, Roderick Red Elk and Lawrence Tomah, Jr. The Chair anncunced _
~ that a proposed constitution would be voted on if the resolution passed, and roquutod




everyone to remain after the vote on the resolution.

Vote was then taken by standing vote. Tabulations by the counters ohm;od
252 in favor of the resolution and 147 against the resclution. The resolution was
declared ‘to have passed.

The Chair then called on tne Tribal Attorney, Fred R. Harris, who read and
explained the proposed Consitution (attached Exhibit 3). After discussions and
questions from the floor, Mr. Edgar Monetathchi moved that the Constitution be
adopted. The motion was seconded by Lewrence Tomah. Vote was then taken on
the motion by standing vote. The motion carried unanimously, with no one voting
against it.

There being no further busiriou to come before the meeting, the Chair
then recognized Mr. Fred Ticeahkie to close the meeting with a prayer, following
which the meeting was adjourned at 5300 P.M.

We, the undersigned, the Chairman uxd Secretary of the above uoting
heroby ceriify that the above and torogoing minutes are true and correct.

Datet this 17th day of lhrcn, 1956. :







P STATEMENRNT

I, Norman G. Holmes, Chairman of General Election Board,
Comanche Constitutional Election, held on November 29, 1958
hereby state that the election was conducted in accordance
with the Comanche Constitution election regulations issued by
the Secretary of the Interior. No difficulty or trouble occurred
or was reported from any of the established polls on the day of
the election,

There was a total number of 1,817 eligible Comanche
voters of which number 881 ballots were counted in the returns.
Over 48% of the eligible voters participated in the election.

Canvassing of the election returns was completed the
morning of November 30, 1958. The results were 487 against
and 394 for acceptance of the proposed Comanches Constitution,

The proposed Comanche Constitution was thereby rejected
by majority of the Comanche eligible voters.

(Sgd.) Norman G. Holmes
Chairman, General Election Board

Subscribed and sworn to before me on December 1, 1958,

(Sgd.) Merzl G, Schroeder
Notary Public

My Commission Expires 6/2/60
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Philemon Berry: Article IIT in Section 1 add number (6) or inviolation
of any part of this constitution, "Strike out two-thirds which appears
twice and insert the word majority. After COnmittee add present after
-+ tribal council add, "Called for that purpose." I move to accept the
amendment. Seconded by William Saupitty. , T

¥ oting 99 for O against. Iotion carried.

Secretary read Article IV BQction 1 : '

Oliver Woodard: In article IV Section 1 Strike out general and add Tribe
I move the amendment be accepted, Seconded by lorton Ithquechi.

Voting 90 for O acaina’ ntion carriod. s ¢

Secretary read Article I !ooticn 1, B and 8. s

James Chebahtahs A rticle. V’Boction 1 should be smended. Arter Committee
add "also all voters must be 21 years of age or over at all tribal and
general council votings." After council add, "excegg Civil Eig ice

empl ." I move to accept the amendment. Bocon ed by am Saupitty
: VogIng 100 for 1 egainst, Motion carried. : :

Philemon Berry: A rticle V S ection 2 After Indians add "and upon a reqgu
of any individusals of the three tribes and individual's rights, privileg:
and interest shall be discussed and acted u by this coumittee before
the Bureau of Indian Affeirs, Secretery of the Interior and beofre membe:
of Congress and also before all State and roderal Courts." I move to
nccept the amendment. Seconded by Eames Chebahtah,

Voting ©4 for Q against. Motion carried.

Norton Tahquechi: A rticle V Seotion 3. Atter D.C. -add "by the General
Council,” I mové to accept the amendment., Seconded by Oliver Woodard.

... Voting: $3 for O against. Motion carried.

Tennyson Berry. Article V Soction “ should be added. "The Kiowa, Cowanche
and A pache Tribal Business Committee has authority and right to employ
tegal council. Motion to adopt the amendment, Seconded by Phileman Berry.
Voting 80 tor 1 against. ‘Motion carried. £

James chobahtaha A rticle V' add aootian 5 'An{ nuﬁbor or -anority group

who desires to terminate or separate his or its tribe membership from the
three tribes wust do so by submitting to the Business Committee 2 state-
ment in writing to that effect and thereafter such person or group shall

lose all tribal benefits or rights with the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache - 3
. Tribes automatically." I move the anendment be adopted. Seconded by g
William Saupitty. . ;
Voting 99 for O . against. Motion carriod. : : ; . .

- Secretary read Article VI Section 1,3 ‘and 3 e R
~ Philemon Berry: A rticle VI Sectiom 1. Strike out "or at the call of
the 8 uperintendent of the Kiowa Agency." Motion the amendwent be 'adopted.
Seconded by James Chebahtah. ,: ..., 5,7 iy o 15
Voting 107 for 0 against, Motion carried. (R
Philemon Berry: Article VI Strike out S oction 3 and add "General Council
of the three tribes shasll be called by the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache
Tribal Business Committee in an appropriate resolution setting forth the
date of the general council, the subject to be discusseq that the chair-
man of the Tribal Business Committee be zuthorized to issue an announce-
. ment that a gemeral council will be held upon not less than (10) days |
notice to the Indians or upon lrlttil tnnuo:t hot less than 100 Comanches,

i‘;loo iiowns aad §0' . cho v¢t x;fh’,fs;' ,%ﬁ%&aﬁﬁﬁl9n2°.sns...a
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Seconded by William Saupitty.

Voting 98 for 0 against. Notion carriod

Philemon Berry: Motion to author:lu the Buaineu Comitteo to make
appropriate resolution of the amwendments passed today in a spocial

) meeting for Monday. 8 nsm«ﬂ,by Iu.lm Sau; tty.

Voting 104 for O against. Motiom carr ied.

" Philemon’ Berry: Read Resolutiom rotmm to cmtraot with Mr. Houota:

Bus Hill, Attorney of Oklahoma City,
Motion teo aoccpt the resclution as road. Bocondod by Williem B;upitty.
Voting 1089 for O against. ‘Motion carried.

. Philemon Berry: Rud lottcr from Mr, Frank Miskovsky, Claim Attorney,
 Oklahoma City, Okla. dated Dec, 18,1958 addressed to Philemon Berry,

Ft. Cobb, Gcla.
Steve Chibitty closed the meeting with prayor.
loeti.ng adJournod.
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, under date of December 20, 1958 there was a general council
meeting of the Kiowa, Comanches and Apache &ribes held at Apache, Okla=-
homa, for the purposo of’ reviainz or. llending the present constitution and

by=-laws :

RiAS said goneral conncil authorisod and- instructed the' Kioba, Co-,
manche and Apache Tribal Business Committee to relay the amendments ad-
opbdd and approved at this general council on through the channels to the
Central Office for their review, and

WHEREAS, the said committes meeting in'a special meeting on December 22
1958 is carryins out the wishes of the three tribes in further their in-
tent to have these amendments nndu a part of our prewent constitution,
' NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED. That in order to carry out the wishes
_ of the three tribes we have been instructed by the general council as cont
ined in their minutes to properly route the amended constitution to the
Central Office for approval., That the Commiseioner of Indian Affairs is
herebg requested to consider thasq,amendmenta as part of our constitution,
AND FURTHER RESOLVED it is the wish of the majority to have these acted on
as soon as poesiblo and 80 advise the Tribal Business Committee of smme,

by 5 C l RT I & C L T I 0 N'
STATE OF OKLAHOMA ' :

.88
'COUNTY OF CADDO

We the chairman ang aecrotary of the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache Tribal
. Business Committeé do hereby certify that.this resoluticn is a true and
correct copy which was presented to the tribal business committee in a
special meeting, December 22, 1958, there being a quorum prosent, and was
- adoptdd by a vote of L& for and O against. :

j: In witness roof we have _'rounto aot our ,and this 22nd day of lec-
&&@Iﬁ‘ty“ 8, i o gl ; .
\,'rw"i‘ o 4 :, ' AR . i
E¥ . ! e g ; Wil ; .‘.ﬂ‘%i‘
lﬂﬂ: 2-33-39 f‘. " .' ‘ ; o A TN , . ? i “ . 4

“The !rc,oto‘ eonotltutin-ci an-llllto which this resolution was
supposed to cover were recalled by the Chairmen of the Kiowa,
Comanche, Apache Tribal Business Committee. See copy of attached
letters. This resolutiom did not accompany the proposed :
constitutional ehaml at the tt.- tby were uuuuy ul-ittod for
- ecnlhﬁuwtio-. 5 , -
o P | ’r.' R 3 ¢
i A S T
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B J, MINUTES OF THE 'ELECTION OF THE COMANCHE TRIBE HBLD e ;
DECEMBER 5, 1960, LAWION, OKLAHOMA , a

The Comanche tribe met at the Ft. 8111 Indian School, Décember % 1960,
Lawton, Oklahoma for the purposo of olocting 5 councllnon to snrvo for
the ncxt two years,

. James Chebahtah, present comnitteeman, aortod as chairnan and called the
meeting to order.,

Julia Mahseet, present ccnlittoovunnn, served as locrotary.'

Chairman read asticdé theSectiom 1 of the Kiovn, Conanchc and Apaeho
Constitution and By-L;vs.
]

The folloving counters were appointed: Goorgo Asopurny lod Tinbo Steve il
Chibitty, Lewls Tahmahkera, Martin Weryackwe and Kent fo-ah. A

Steve Chibitty encouraged ovcryoho to work together and think about God,
' Haddon Nauni stated that selectiom should be some ome who will stand up
for Indians, should amend present Constitution and By-Laws, school
lunch progran should be looked into and' committees should ﬁb selected
in different areas, :

- Prayer by Joe Neido.

.

Motion by Steve Chibitty and seconded by Sam Mullen, to elect sach
‘councilman by individual ballot and not by acclanat on.
Voting 201 for O against, Motion carriod. :

Nominations were opon for first ballot.

The following vnrO-naninatcd: Reeves Nahwoosky, James Chebahtah and
Haddon Nauni.

Motion by Melvin quchoo and seconded by lawrence Tomah Jr., nominations

cease,

Haddon Nauni received 6 votes.

James Chebahtah received 69 votes,

Reeves Nnhvtisky received votes._-_Elected

Nbuinationa were opon for second ballot.

The following were nominated: Horace Noyobad, William Saupitty and
Robert Coffey. :

Motion by Melvin Kerchee nnd locondod by Rocvos “ahvooaky, nanin:tions
cease,

Robert Coffey .. received 105 votes. Elected
William Sanpitty received 66 votes.
Horace Noyobad rocoivod 20 votes.

Nominations were qpen for third ballot.

The followins #¥¢ were nominated: Lawrence Tomah Jr. Horace Noyobad and
Julia Mahseet

Motion by Melvin Kerchee and seconded by Sam Mullen, nominations cease.
Julia Mahseet received 8 votes,

Horace Noyobdd received votes., :

Lawrence Tomah Jr. received 10% votes,__ ____ Elected

B
«
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Nominations were opon for fourth ballot.
The following were nominated: Joe Attocknie , Hilli:n Saupitty , Nortamn
Tahquechi Steve Chibitty.

Motion by Melvin Kerchee and seconded by Sam Hullon, Nominations cease.
Steve Chibitty received 5 votes, }

Norton Tahquechi recaived 2 votes,

William Saupitty received 82 votes, 3

Joe Attocknie received 93 votes. Elscted,

lbninntions were open for fifth ballot.. .

The following were nominated: Ned rx-ba, Villial Saupitty, Horace loyobad
and Haddon Nauni. x

Motion by Melvin Kerchee and seconded by 8.. Mullon, nominations cease.
Haddon Nauni received 'O votes.

Horace Noyobad received 7 votes.

William Saupitty received 76 votes. '

Ned Timbo rocoivod 99 votes. Elected,

Julia Mahseet thanked the feople for having the honor of sorving on the
council for the past 4 years. ,

William Saupitty spoke on the enrollnont questian and rovising tho
enrollment rulos and rozulations.

The eloetod councilmen gave their word of honor té tho tribe that they
would do their best on the counecil. ,

Motion by Steve Chibitty and seconded by William Saupitty, to adjourn.

. Meeting adjourned,
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March 26, 1962

AIRMAIL - SPECIAL DELIVERY

Mr. Robert Coffey
Chairman, K-C~A Business Committee
2005 Smith Street
Lawton, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Coffey:

On Monday and Tuesday, March 19 and 20, Asscciate Solicitor Ed Hyden
and I discussed K-C-A political problems with Philomen Berry, Robert
Goombi, Horace Noyobad, and Susie Nestell in Washington. These persons
explained that they did not constitute an official tribal delegation l
but were here as individual members of the three tribes. \\,

Mr. Berry repeated his previous agsertion that the chairman and two
other members of the business committeec elected in December, 1960, are
not eligible to serve because they are Civll Service employees. He
also pointed out that he, Mr. Goombi, Mr. Redbone, and perhaps two
other committeemen, are ineligible because of having missed more than
tvo consecutive meetings of the committee in 1961, which is a violation
of Section 4, Article VI of the K-C~A Constitution. If what Mr. Berry
alleges is true, it appears that as many as eight members of the K-C-A
Business Committee may be obliged to declare themselves ineligible.
This would create a serious impasse, @s there would not be enough
remaining members of the committee to convene individual tribal councils
to select replacements, as is prescribed in Section 3, Article VI of
the constitution.

I have discussed this matter at length with Mr. Hyden who has offered
the following comments:

1. There is no questioning the fact that, according to
Section 1, Article V of the constitution, Civil Service
employees cannot sexve on the commitiee.

SR

If there are any such members at present, it would be
in the best interests of the three tribes for them
to withdraw voluntarily.

2. Section &, Article VI clearly states that any member
who misses two consecutive meetings of the business
committee except for certain specifically stated

reasons is automatically dismissed. The constitution



does not speclfy whether the meetings te which it
refers shall be regular or special meetings, and,
therefore, it must be construed to mean both kinds.
However, the meetings should be official; that 1s,
they should be properly called and a quorum should
be present.

If there are persons presently on the business committee
who during 1961 missed two or wmore consecutive, official
meetings (whether special or regulax), except for the
reasons listed in Section 4, Article VI, they, too, in
the best intevests of the K-C-A tTibes should withdraw
voluntarily.

I, following the withdrawal of all persons disqualified
because of the previous reasons, seven or more members
remain, that will be a sufficient number to constitute

a quorum and transact business officially in behalf of
the three txibes.

1f, following the withdrawal of persons disqualified
because of the previous reasons, fewer than sevea mewbers
remain, a quorum cannot be rvaiged and the remaining
members mey not transact any official business on behalf
of the tribe, way not elect officers to veplace those
who have been disqualified, and may not convene meetings
of the individual tribal councils or the general council.

If the business committee is inoperative, as described
in the preceding paragraph. orepossible course remains
for the convening of tribal councils at which new
coummittee members may be selected., That course is for

a group of at least 100 Comanches, 100 Kiowas, and 50
Apaches of voting age to sign 2 peticion requesting the
convening of individual tribal councils. This procedure
is provided for in Section3, Article VI. According to
this section, the tribal chairman is authorized to call
general or tribal council meetings upon not less than
ten days' notice after receiving such petitions. The
constitution does not provide for anyone other than the
chairmen to comvene such meetings, but in the absence of
the chairmen, the next ranking officer, or the remaining
members of the business committee, might appropriately
do so. The intent of the petition procedure is apparently
to allow members of the three tribes to request tribal
or geneval councils and this intent is not disturbed if
some official, other than the chairman, in his absence,
calls the meetings.



6. When the chairman or his substitute receives a petition,
he is eantitled to satlisfy himself that the signatures
are valid, that the signers belong to the txibes
indicated, and that there is a sufficient number of
signers of voting age. Agency and tribal records ave
available for this purpose. When the chaizman or his
substitute is satisfied that the proper petitioning
procedure has been complied with, he may issue an
official notice of the meeting, setting forth the items
of business called for in the petitions and making
certain that at least ten days’ notice is given.

In view of Mr. Hyden's comments it would secm that, even should most

of the members of the business committee be found ineligible, there
would still remain a means of selecting veplacements and putting the
comnfttee back into business. If, following your next vegular meeting
on April 2, you find that a petitioning procedure is necessary in

order to convene tyibal councils for the purpose of selecting new
members, I suggest that the petitions be submitted to the chairman,

or in his absence, to the highest ranking officer still a member of

the business committee. Should the chairman withdraw, the vice~chairman
would be the next person in line. However, L understand that at present
there s no official K~C~A vice~chairman, in which instance, the
responsibility for recelving the petitions and calling the meetings
would devolve upon the txibal secretary, unless he, too, were to withdrvaw.
In the event no officers arve left, the remaining members of the business
committee might jointly receive the petiticns and call the meetings.

In compliance with the Commissioner's promise that someone f£rom the
Washington Office would assist you to seek solutions for your govern=
mental problems, I plan to be in Anadarko April 1--3, during which
time I hope I shall have the opportunity to meet with the busin;s0
committee.

Sincerely yours,

{Signed) James E. Officer
James E. Officer
Associaste Commigsioner:

Identical letter addressed to:

Mr. Oliver Woodazd

Secretary, K-C-A Business Committee » c
General Delivery : : Y
Carnegic, Oklahoma ' . ) P

cc: Anadarko Area Director
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