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Hon.  Carl  tilbert
"1rd Blstri€t,  Oklahoma
Heus®  Orf l¢®  Eullding
#aghlngton,  a.  C.

18  re:  Statu£

bear  Carl:
I  Chect&, "ibal Egtat®

I  veuld  11k®  to  take  a  little  acre  o±  your valuable
tine  and direct  your  attention  to  the  1BportaBc® or  h&vlng
eone  one  a€  legal  sepsesent&tlire  ror  the  Chect&*  and  €hl¢kaBav
"1bea  ®±  Indl&n€.     I  fully  &ppae€1at®  your  lntere€t  ln  our
a±±alrs,  but  I  dBn't  bellev®  there  ls  abyon®  1n  the  lnt®rlor
bepartnent,  1n  W&Ehlngt®n,  *ho  hag  any  ldea  about  the  actual
verk  and  r®Bpon€1blllty  or  the  tribal Attorney  for  th®Be  trlb®B.

Actually,  there  are  ±®ur  {4}  tracts  ®f  unallotted
lands  lnv®1v®d  ln  lltlgatloB  right  at  thlB  tine  and Over  a  d®aen
BultB  ready  to  ±11®  for  latidB  held  &dyersely  to  the  trlb®8  on
*hl€h  BultE  fheuld  be  fll®d  &t  oBco.     Th®€®  ¢aeeg  can  only  b®
fll®d  ln  the  ±®deral  courtB  ln  Okl&hoba.     I  have  had  that  qt]®Btlon
lltl€&ted  &bd  Bottled  by  a  ruling  o±  the  Clrcult  Court  o£  Appe&lB.
rev  people  re&lL=e  that  theE®  trlbeB  have  aebaLlnlng  pr®pesti®8
o±  large  valu®a  at  €tak€,  yet  undlgpoB®d o±  and  Subject  to  dlB-
tributlon,a£  and when  the  tribal  eet&te  18  fiB&1ly  ready  to  be
dl3trlbuted  to  a  Bu€c®g€®r  1®g&1  entity.

to  glv®  you  &b  idea  o±  What  Le  lbvolv®d  right  &t  thl€
nonent  I  will  €1t®  a  c&B®  that  lllustrateg  ny  point.

In  the  Euf&ula  Ban  €obdenn&tlon  P]ro¢eedlngB  a  Chocta*-
€hl€kas&w  tract  ®r  240  acr®e  o±  un&1lott®d  land vaB  and  18  lb-
volved.     It  va±  1®aLg®d  to  th.  Pure  ®11  Chep&ny  for  oil  &Bd  gag
BlnlBg  purpo8€B  lb  1®58  and  there  *a€  drilled  and  cobpl®t®d,  a8
a  producer,  what  18  regarded aB  a  real  gcod  gag veil.    The
valqiatlon  af!  pla€®d  by  the  U.  a.  £BgiBeer8,   1g  over  $3€,000.00
and  the  bepaLrtaent&l  o±±LclalB  ln  charge  o±  aLppr&1B®nent8  seg&rd
that  flgure  a8  being  about  one-half  the  r®bl  vaLlu*.  Judge  81¢®
S®t  the  L€Bu®  o±  v&1ue€  for  Spe€l±1€  be&rlng.        I  ±11®d  &n  &nfrmror
ror  the  trlbeB  ln  the  CondeanatLob  case  ±11®d  b¥  the  United  St&t®€
o±  daerl€a,  and Xr.  #alt®r  J.  Arrote,  a  ppobiB®nt  attorney  o±
alo&leet®r  and,  recently,  a  Pr®sLdetit  of  the  Okmhobb  EaLr  Agcoclat
appeased  aB  attorney  £®r  the  fbLuttaLn  "u€t  of  BallaL€  and  €'l&lned
the  Land  for  the  Baun&n  truBt,  cont®ndlng  that  the  trlbe€ *iere
e*titt€t;  that  all  lndlaLn  laBde  had been  allotted Out  and  that,
1n  any  ®v€nt,   the  trust  had  tltl®  by  adv®r8e  pog€®s€1ob,  ®8toppel
and  lltllt&tlons.    V®  actually  took  only  2  dayB  LBBt®ad o£  3,  to
try  lt.     Judge  Rlc®,  on  &€couBt  o±  the  €1=e  or  the  ca€®  &Bd  the
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aniBqB*  S*  tdHBtlueutF  l*fe*lF  t®  be  lptrodqced,  hath  esfft  the  ctt##,
Epe€iall#,  *®r  three  days  &t *dr,  beglnnld€ cO®ebber  3rd,  lac&.
"e  €qr*aee  &tope *aE  aLppraleed at enror  S€,coo.O¢.    Zb±®re  the
trl&l  fr.  rfeFnote  ®±f*med nie  &  sottleneBt  ®b  thrs  bqLfilB  ¢£  cobcetllBg
the  trlhee A  I/4 |iner&l  interest,  rmthlB€ ®lso.    I se±ae.A to even
S®n€1drer  it  &Bd  I  did  net  pfii  so  ±aLr  &€  te  adylee  the Area  Plreetar
®#  hl#  ®±*€r ®£  ae*tl*utnt.    ire  trl&l,   Juidpe  mllce  Gie€1died  the  cage
±8  BF  *&¥®r.    A  aratlSn  for  uar  *rl&1  tftye  argued  ±gr  all  aL±t*rncoB
Qb  l*Bt *r±day  {perch  ¥£bd}  add  Judge  Rice  hag  the  qratl®ft  under
co"€1dnr&**®n*     I  feel  con#1deqt  he  vlll  ®ve*#u&jB  lt  &Btl  that  he
#111  5t&bd u]r  hag  del81®B  ±or  the  trlblee,  "!  r*qEdbsed.

I  told  F]ou  ±m ¢n*  ti*  ngr  £®mrer  l€*teRE  that  I  fpettt  alqra€t
3S  per®€Bt  p*  HF  tlqm  18  tr¥1ztg  thef¥®  c8geg  Bud  t®  €ub€taqitl&to  that
etrtaeBt  I *L11  tell  you  that *y  t8trl  €frBh  lncene *®r  lse2,  ae
&]]*=mima  b¥  fl¥  lRErolnB*   anraucatied  to  ®aiae*ly  $3,€&¥.#0*   aec"1tt#  ±*®di
pri¥*t*  t!11*"t*.    S®  F®u  *±11  r*.  I  am  giving *#  t±n® |fro®t  ®ntlr*-
1¥  to  thm* trlbaiE.

*1®ng  ln  the m*Inae,  bdr®re  the  tiica#11pe  for *lbaln€  up
t*1hai  &±±&1RE  trhl€h "S fu8utEt  34*   1se#},   I  41d  act  t&he  lp  a
€&pglS  tlinm  *ft  €aLfih  *®r  the  blBnthB  off  April,   July  &"tl &inguet.  fry
cu]mpiBH*  o±±1c.  e#p.ftceB  ueq[nt  to  ®y®r  S¥*2cO.®8  per  rear  &Bd  I  ae#
be  ±1chtlng a  1eelBg g\ane by  being banker  And  laerer  ftlr  the  thn€t&*
quad  es±¢ha€*w  **1hed!*

`           IB  the  trl&l  giv±  the  €*ee  at  *dr,  t&lE±ng  t"B  days  {ELeenbor
##tl  &Hd  4*h},   I  hard  to  pep  All  S*  the  coctr  Q#  *itae€eefi,  frote,1
blll* &ptl #t€aegrthlc help,and  fu *rltlB* Bp bri.#  I  tee* about
tnre irae*g.  naetlag the  tine  llailt act by  Judge Rlce*    "e  estt*t
depertffi#*E  bill  ftl®ae  1£  Si4S.8®  ±Qr  trafifi!€rlpt ®*  the  pe€®rd.

&®¥er&1  nnBth#  age,  pmobabl¥  nape  than  a  year  ftgiv*   the
"BfroqppibeiB  es#1¢*  aLdwlsetl  that  the  ut*#ul&tiSBB  mgfLrdln€  the  prynent
®*  *eer!iE  ®±  trltRIl  &tfro*aeyB  veqld  be nBdl±1ed  and  that  *eeB  veuld
t*e  aLppqrarmBtl  and  palti  at  lfusbiBqes;  but  I  "E  laLter  &givld*tl  that  the
ffiBgulaLtfroRE  did  msot  ee  pqroryLiffile  and  *heF  hary.  net,   to  thlB  daLy,   ae
prrylded.

I  dfii  net  th±##  1t  tr  *&1r  t®  ne  to  be  aimraacln¥ *¥  p*rcott&l
alraliney  to  *inamco  lltlgrttoB  for  the ffiectr#  ELtL®b  aed  tbeB *alt
iiroatbe,  ®r  &  pear,  ±®r  By  feec.     I  per  ny  rm€petaL*y,  ®if±1co  reftt,
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ti*rmpe,  Btr*±aner#,  but  -I  de  givt  c®rir€  €inee  pe±d ari  roBthiy  #t&*eneqtB Sd
th:IrouBh  the  maciifro(pee  es*1¢*.     I  have  to  &givane€  the  noaey  to  Start
the  {S*ceqE.     I  have  co  qu8rr®l  &beu*  tame  pmeeedtiae  se  *&r  &fi  it  £€
ceRE*rl:ned*  but  rs  the  Bltufl*toB  deep  net  tihangr  I  an  givlBg  to  81ve
serl®as  €"IineldrratloB  *®  the  ppepe.eltlan  ®*  tumlB# fro*  ny  JOB  to
the  €bet#y and ffiL€hafi&* Hatl®B#.    I  givve  up tltke "*#  for glaclalr,
mmtbeti  rmtl ®tharar cong&nlRE  that me  peFlng " Over  se,coo,cO  per
yaerf  thlnkLng  I  could earn  gene  fees  &qEd.  &lco,  aeBder  a  ae&1  eegrl¢e
tr  the  ife€tarm &ed thl€haso* "1benps  hat  I  heue ben  blue  And tliGh
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€®t]r&grd  ±®r  cob€  tlnB  and  it  Bight  be  n€cacBary  for  theg®  1n-
teae€toid  to  l®e#  gLr®und  for &n®tber  "lbal  dttoraey.    I  function
&8  laE#yer  and  hanker  and  pay  Out  my  boney  in  ®&penB®€,  ®±  the
thoct&v and  €hlck&£av  trlbeg.    All  the  pending Stat€tpents  ±®r  fees
have  been  seconneqded  by  Xuslrogee.

I  send  you  copy  o±  by  reply  brl®±  1n  tlro  BaLuBaB  c&B®
jtigt  tried &t Ada  and  thlE  is ®bly  the  reply  bri®±,  the  orlgln&l
brl®±B  were  much  larger.     I  &b  proud  o±  the  victory  ln  thig  case.

I  Spent  three  full  dayB  last  veeH  lb  HUBkog€®  oB  trlb&l
mttBrB;  three  full  dayB  &t dda  iB  lining up  teBtlaeny  and  ln  trylBg
dry®&ch""&ndt=bpe:#£::fo&V£;:g€ip&fu:It:=d®nr:r¥i:a¥ters.the  Ebunan  ga£®.

LBft  ve®k  lt  va€  3  daLyg.     I  have  turned  ln  ®v®r  $30,0®0.0®  ®n  c&ces
*1thln  the  l&gt  year.

I  `€annot  undergtabd why  the  bep&rtaent  ln  #a§hington  vlll
perblt  the  tr€a  Dlr.ctor  &t  ThiglragS®  te  approve  attorn®y'g  f®€g
18  private  litlgatlon  for  cevSral  thougattdE  o±  dollars  and  yet,
3t  the  ganB  tlae,  aequlr®  ny  cl&1b  *®r  cur'rent  gnall .±eeE  to  be
sent  to  #aBhlngton.

I  tal*®d with  in.  tlaLrrs,   the  €te*Sf  ABglgtant `1n  the  Ar,*a
Blreetor'B  tif*1c®  at  Bi&Bfro©ee  about  tbeB®  p?tters  and  the  ±*¢t  that.
the  A]rea  Blaector'3  es±1c®  1g  pernltted  t®  approve  ±®®5  LB  priv`at®,
vlthout  g®ndlng  then  to  *&chlngton  and  yet,   1n  th®€®  ¢urr®nt. `dmaall
feeg  that  I  earn,  they  have  to  go  to  #aBhlngton.    "e  ifegu].'ation€
esere  guppo€®d  to  be  Changed,  trlth  aethlng  yet  doB®.

I  have  three  €ac®S*   1dv®1vlBg oil  gellg*  ob  the  do€k®t  right
aev;  ®a®  ±®r  *tt  Oil  veil  ln  ttc€laln  toL]nty,  whSr®  the  C&li±orqla
€outpany  has  €omplet®d  a veil;  ®Be  ag&1nBt  the  to=a€o  ±or  a  veil  ln
lIBv®  ¢eunty,  and one  petrdlng  ob  ppe-trial  decfeqt,   involving  another
veil  ±n  the  Bufaula  mB  Area*  *her®  the  Bla€froell  E±bc  cottp&ny,   Inc.
tcek  a  leag®  *son  the  Clro¢`ta*-Chl¢kagan  "1beg.    "®Be  cages  r®qulr®
co85tant  attention  and  lpvolv®  large  gtmg  aLnd  l®tE  o±  roris  ln  ttre
nepartnrent  at  Hu8frogee,   iB  arranging  for  witB€gfB®B  and  reeordg.

This  hag  b¢®n  a  long  letter  and  I  an Sorry  to  t&is®  tip  eo
zbu¢h o±  your  v&1uabl®  tine  but  I  thou
Dlgtrlct  aLpd  y®qr  €onstltu€ntdE  dlr®€t
be  ®*cus®d.

y  €on€®rsed  I  Bight  a±t®r  all,
ht*   Sinc®  1t  lG  your  Cbbgpea5aloba]

I  have  aqE  eB€heat  cage  aeady  t®  £11e  thaLt  Will  1bvolv®  over
seoS*®O®.®0.     It  has  been  a  t®dlous  problem  in  gettlqig  lt  r€&dy.
have  BprBt  drys  and  days  lzi  &eeebbllng  data.  I  "t*t  to  gr  on  1±  I
can,  rough  though  lt  be.

Yours  very  truly,

RES-t
c€  -  Senator  RIlke  24onr®ney #w

Senator  J.  Howard  Edmondson
faxp`:g?`lf`-g.       __        __ i_ 1 I)_in.,JrL -:ii rfuthi-"'&apl


