November 21, 1963

Mr. Lawrence Tomah, Jr.
Route 1
Walters, Okla. 73572

Dear Mr. Tomah:

The enclosed letter reveals that the Bureau of Indian Affairs has
not as yet received a report regarding consulations between the

advocates of the proposed onstitution and the staff of
the Anadarko Area Office

Since it is the Bureau's opinion that a sound solution to the
Tribe's philitical situation can best be effected at the local level,
a copy of your letter and the proposed Comanche Constitution
have been forwarded to Area Director Leslie P. Towle, who is
 being instructed to report to me on the matter.

With best regards and good wishes, I am

Sincerely yours,

-Enclosure
iy '



> IN REPLY REFER TO:

UNITED STATES

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR Tribal Operations
BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS 8163-63
WASHINGTON 25, D. 3%,

Hon. A. S§. Mike Monroney
United States Senate
Washington, D. C.

Dear Senator Monroney:

On November 8, you transmitted a letter from Mr. Edgar Monetatchi
of Walters, Oklahoma, enclosing a copy of a proposed Comanche Con=
stitution and the minutes of a tribal meeting at which it was
considered.

Our representatives in Anadarko are working directly with the Kiowa,
Comanche and Apache Tribes in the hope of establishing a stable
political organization. We have received as yet no report regarding
consultations between the advocates of the proposed Comanche Cone
stitution and our staff. We are, therefore, forwarding a copy of
this letter to Area Dirvector Leslie P. Towle to advise him of your
interest and asking him to report directly to you what has transpired
concerning this matter.

You may be assured that we share your hope for a satisfactory solution
to the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache political situation. We feel
strongly, however, that if a sound solution is to be reaghed, it can
best be effected at the local level. Our Anadarko staff is available
to assist any group interested in promoting sound government for the
members of the Kiowa, Comanche and Apache Tribes.

Sincerely yours,

"L( )‘ ‘ AV E
;A‘?’NA'?‘ VAT
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November 8, 1963

Mr. Lawtme Tomah.)’r.

" Route 1

Walters, Okla. 73572
Dear Mr. Tomah: ,
~ Thank you for amdiag me a copy a! the Cmﬂmn of the
Wg Indian Tribe adopted at a meeting held at the Fort
Indian School on November 2, 1963,
In accordance with your request, I am asking the Bureau of
Indian Affairs to give the newly-adopted Constitution prompt
and careful consideration. Just as soon as the Burm res -
Ku, 1 will write you again.
_ With but umdﬂ and good wishes, 2 am

Bincubiy ycun,



!
Walters, Oklahoma
November 4, 1963

S OF 104N 4,
q?'o RECEIVED

NOV1 2 1963

'm.

Mike Monroney
Ue Se Senator’
Washington, D. Ce.

Dear Sir:

You will find enclosed the minutes of the Comanche Tribal
Council held at 1:30 p.m. on November 2, 1963 at the Fort
311l Indian School at Lawton, Cklahoma.

We are asking your help in this matter of the Comanche
Indian tribal action.

We are hoping the Indian Bureau will take immediate action.

With your help we know this may be accomplishede.




Walters, Uklahoma
November 4, 1963

¥r. Leslie P. Towle
Area Director
Anadarko, Oklahoma

Dear 8ir:

You will find enclosed the minutes of the Comanche Tribal
Council held on November 2, 1963 at the Fort $ill Indian
School at 1:30 p.m.

We sincerely ask you to forward these minutes with your
recommendations to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs, as
soon as applicable at your earliest convenience.

s (A

Ched3 man, Ldgar nonetatchi 3incerely

retary, Lawrence h Jr.

Copies of letter to:

Commissioner of Indian Affairs Nash
Jecretary of Interior Udall

Us 3. Genator Edmondson

U. 3. Senator “onroney

Us 8. Congressman Wickersham



COMANCHE TRIBAL MEETING
LAWTON, OKLAHOMA
FORT SILL INDIAR SCHOOL NOVEMBIR 2, 1963

At 1:30 p.m. on Hovember 2, 1963, the meeting of the
Comanche Indian Tribe began with Edgar ‘onetatchi acting as
temporary chairman of the meeting. Frayer by Nig iihecoby.

The temporary chairman appointed Lawrence Tomah Jr. as temp-
orary secretary.

The temporary chairman opened the house for nominad ons for
chairman of the day.

Edgar Monetatchi was nominated by J:mes Cox for chaimman--no
other nominetions.

Vote--majority for Edgar Monetatehi as chairman.
Jppose--none

lr. Edgar donetatchl elected chuirmsn for the day.
Nomimations for Secretary for :he day.

Lawrence Tomah Jr. nominated by Ned Timbe

lo other nominations for Secretary.

Vote-- majority for Lawrence Tomah Jr. &s secretary.
Uppose--none

The Chairman cegan 2§ explaining the purpose of this neeting;
which had been jublished by newspapars snd radio concerning the
grepadﬁd Comsnche Tribal Constitution.

he Constitution was resd article by article and seetion by
section by the Chairman and explained :11 the guestions taut
 were asked for clarifications of parts in the Constitution.

Botion by Helvin Kerchee that the Comanche tribe adopt this
Comanche "ribal Constitution.

jeconded by Andrew «eryvah.

Count of adult members present taken by Jecretary.
The count was 125 adult members.

Vote«~75 for the Comanche tribal constitution
Uppose~- 3

“otion by Leonard Riddles to adjourn
seconded by Hed Timbo

Majority for adjournment
Oppose--none

Heeting adjourned by the chairmgn.

AN



dr. Leslie ¥, Towle
Area Director
Anadarko, Cklahoma

Hon. Phileo Hash Edgar Monetstchi
Commissioner of Indian Affairs
Washington, D. C.

— &

fion. Stewart L. Udall cretary

- 3ecretary of Interior Lawrence Tomah Jr.
%“hin&%ﬂ 3 D. Co

J. Howard Zdmondson
United States Senator
Washington, ¥. C.

Hike Monroney
United 3tates Senator
| ﬁ“mm‘ﬂ, De Co

Vietor Y“ickersham
United 3tates Congressman
Washington, B. C.



CONSTITUTION
OF THE COMANOHE INDIAN TRISE

PREAMBLE

Invoking the guidance of Almughty God, we, the members of

the Comanche Indian Tribe, with faith in the purposes of our
Supreme Being, with abounding pride in our ancient racial heritage
and with the determination to promote, through united efforts, the

eneral well-being of our tribe and to secure to ourselves and our
jescendants the rights, powers and privileges provided by law do
solemnly ordain and establish this organization and adopt the
following Constitution.

ARTICLE K NAME

The name of this organization shall be the "Comsnche Indian
Trive of Oklahoma."

ARTICLE IXI PURFOSE
The purpose of this organizetion shall ve:

To define, establish snd safeguard the rights
leges of the tribe and its members.

‘ seetio .10
powers and pr

Sg§§§ea 2, To improve the economic, moral, educatiocnal

and health status of its meubers ¢«nd to cooperate with and assist
the United 3tates in carrying out its programs to accoemplish these
purposes by all possible means.

ﬁgggésg 2. To promote in other ways the common well-being
of the trive and its membership.

5;g§§%& 4e To encourage individusl members to develop pride
in ownership and foster nnx%num utilization, conservation and re-
tention of the land resources held in trust by the United States
for individual members of the tribe. .

ARTICLE III MEMBERSHIP

\ e e « The membership of the “omanche Indian Tribe shall
consist of the following: & Gt

(4) all sons, who received an zllotment of land as members of the
Comanche Tribe af Oklashoma under the Act of June 6, 1900 (31 3Stat. 677)
and subsequent Acts, shall be included as full blood members of the
tribe,

(B) All living direct descendants of allottees eligible for
membership under the provisions of Section 1 (4) of this Arvicle,
born on or befiore the date of adoption of this Constitution.

(C) 4&l1 children of at least sne-fourth (i) degree Comanche blood
born afver the date of the adoption of this Constitution to a
member of the Comanche Indian Tribve.

jection 2. Applications for new mewbership in the Comanche
Trive under 'oétiagpl (¢) must be supported by authenticated copies

‘1-




of or other records recognized by State or Federal recorders. 4All
o;idona:r;o submitted shall be retained by the tribe to support
the rec¢ °

ject » Any person eligible for membership in the Comanche
Indian Tribe under the provisions of Jection 1 of this Article shall
be considered as meambers of the Comanche Indian Tribe unless:

(A) The person is an sdult and submits in writing to the Tribal
Chairman a statement of withdrawal from the Comanche Tribe and
relinquishment of all rights of tribal membership, signed by him or
her and attested by two (2) witnesses, which statement shal
autometically effect & permanent withdrawal from membership in the
Comanche Indian Tribe and a relinquishment of all rights and benefits
thereunder; or

(B) The person is at the time of the adoption of this Constitution

an enrolled member of another Indian tribe or has in the past received

and accepted or, if a minor, whose parents or lezal gusrdian heés received
and accepted for said minor, material or monetary benefits as membsr of
another Indisn tribe and who fails or whose parents or legal guardian {ails
if 2 minor, within ninety (90) days after the adoption of this Comstitution
to declare in writing to the Tribal Chairman preference for membership

in the Comenche Indian Tribe end at the same time im writing rencunces
membership in said other tribe, and within a reasonable time therealter,
such renunciation is accepted by ssld other tribe; or

(C) The person after the adoption of this Comstitution by his or her
affirmative action or, if a minor, by the sflirmative asction of his or her
parents becomes & recognized or enrolled member of smother Indian tribe
with the full rights, privile;es and powers of membersihip under the

rules of sald other tribe, which said «ifirmavive action and subsequent
recognition or earoliment shall sutomatically effect a permanent with-
drawal from membership in the Comanche Indian Tribe and a relinguishment
of all rights and benefits thereunder; or

(D) The person after the adoption of this Constitution receives and
accepts cor, if a minor, his or her parents or legal gusrdian accepts
for said minor, material or monetary beneiits as & result of membership
in another Indian Tribe, which such receppt and acceptance shall
sutomatically effect a permanent withdrawal {rom membership in the
cgnnnggg Indien Tribe and 2 relinquishment of all rights and benefits
thereunder,

Section &. It shall be the responsibility of the Business Committee
to maintain and keep current the tribal membership rolll

ARTICLE IV
ORGABIZATION AND OFFICERS

Jection %. The supreme goveraing body of this organization shall
be the Comanche Tribal 'auneif.

§5g§;§g~3& In addition to the Tribal Couneil, there shall be
elected a4 Comanche Business Coumittee.

Sgcsigg 3. The elective officurs of the Tribal Council shall be
a Trival Chairman, & Tribal Vice~Chairamen and & Tribal Secretary-
Treasurer, In addition, these officers shall serve in the same capacity
on the Comanche Business Committee.



ARTICLE V TRIBAL COURCIL

) The General Council shall consist of all members
of this arwan sation, 21 yesrs or older.

jection 2, There shall be an annual Jeneral Council, on the
third Saturday in April of esch year at 1:30 p,m. at the Fort 5ill
Indian ﬁchnol, Lawton, Oklshomsa.

Sectdon 3. In addition to the annual Tribal Couneil, the
hairsan shall be required to call a lpicial‘rribal Jouneil
in thc following cases:

(A) Upon written request by the Area Director or comparsble officer; or

(B) Vhen he is so reguested in writing by &8s meny se three mesbers of
the Business Committes, setting forth the purpose for the meeting; or

(C) Wher he is so re juested by & petition signed by two hundred (200)
adult members of the nche Indisn Tribe, setting forth the purpose
for the meeting consistent with the Constitution. In either of said
Gases; if:the Tribal Chairman refuses to cull & meeting of the Jeneral
Council or neglects to do so for ten {(10) days after he is so

requested, the Area Director or comparsble officer shall be auahoriuod
to eall such meeting and shall do so by notifying the orticora and
members of the Business Coumittee.

éfﬁi&3§~&‘ fiotice of all -n.stnga of the General Counecil
ineluding the annual meeting, shall be ziven by the socro&ary-irtaaﬁror
or any other ofricnr as follows:

(A) By mailing 2 postal cerd or letter to each sember of the Business
Committee &t least ten )10) days prior to the nqatxnz date, stating
the date, time, place and purpose of the meeting; &

(B) By inserting & notice in the local ncusp;gcru containing the

same informstion as set forth above. Radio or other medis of
notice may be utilized depending on avnilahiliny and &t the discretion
of the Business Committee.

%gc&iﬁn gi Only members w:o are 21 years old or older shall be
entitled to vote in a meeting of the Ueneral Couneil or to hold office
or %o be elected to the Business Committee. Members under that age
may take part in discussions only.

§3¥5;‘g~§. fo setion shall be taken by the Tribal Council unless
quorum 18 froscnt. A quorum shall consist of two hundred fifty (250)
members, eligible to vote.

_ection 7. All votes taken shall be by standing vote or secret
ballot process.

deetion 2, The Tribal Counecil shall be exclusive jurisdiction
subjeet to the uspproval of the United States Governsent where applicable,
over the following natters:

(A} To echange, modify, alter or revoke membership rules.
oJe



(B) To execute lesses, contracts or permits or more than vne year
on tribal property, but this does not include any individually~
owned land or personal property.

{C) To eleet tribal officers and members of the Business Committee
and to fi1ll vacancies wnhich may occur.

(D) To modify, amend, or revoke this Constitutisn or to adopt, revoke
or codify bylaws.

(E) To authorize the expenditure of tribel funds.

(F}] To select and suthorize tribal delegations to transact business
on behalf of the tribe.

gegtion %, All minutes of the Tribal Council shall be published
in 2 manner to te determined by the Tribal Counmell.

ARTICLE NI  BUSISESS COMNITTER

iy

« The Comanche Business Committee shall be composed of
even (7) members of the Comanche Tribe, 21 years old or older, to
be slected as provided in Article III of this Constitution.

Jegtion 2. The Business Committee shall meet on the Iirst
Jatvurday he months of January, April, Jul{ and Uctober of each
ar at 10:00 A.M. In the case of & legzal holiday, the meeting will
¢ held on the following Satudday. Other special mestings may be
called by the Tribal Chairman at his discretion, provided that such
special meetings do not exceed @ total of twelve (12) meetings per
calendar year.

Section 3. Notice of all meetings of the Dusiness Committee,
ineluding the regular meetin s as set f{orth above, shall be given by
the Tribal Zecretary-Treasurer, or any other officer, by mailing &
lstter or postal card to each member of the Husiness Committee at
least ten ?io) days prior to the meeting date, setting {orth the date,
time, place and purpose in general terms.

ggggggg_gt Wo action shall be taken by the Business Committee except
when 2 quorum is present. 4 gquorum shall consist of five Comuitteemen.

ﬁaﬁﬁéﬁﬁzf‘ At the buginning of esach meeting of the Comanche
Business Committee, the Tribal 3Jecretary-Treasurer, or in his absence
the Acting Secretary &s may be &ppointed by the Tribal Chairman, shall
call the roll of the members of the Business Committee and shell keep

& record in the permanent minute book of the names of those present and
those sbsent. If & Tribal Committeeman is absent for four (
consecutive meetings of the Business Committee, the Tribal Chairman
shall declare his seat vacant and so notify in writing the Tribal
Comnitteeman affegted.

Section 6.4ll minutes of the Judiness Committee shall be published
in a manner to be determined b  the Tribal Council or Business Committee.

ks



ARTICLE VII DUTIES O OFFICERS

on 1. The Tribal Chairman shall be the chief executive
of the (omanche Tribe txﬂtﬁil&ng the authorities snd powers as
delegated to his office by the Constitution and the Comanche Tribal
Council. He shall preside at all meetings of the Business Coumitvee
and be & member of &ll tribal delegations., When ao suthorized by
the Comanche Tribal Couneil, he shall sign necessary papers and
instruments for the Comanche Tribe.

ﬁ%f%‘*eaﬁlf The Tribal Vice~Chairman shall perform the duties of
the a 1airmen in the event of the absence or disabilicty of the
Tribal Chairman.

ﬁtg&%ag 3. The Tribal Secretary-Treasurer shall preside in the
absence o @ other officers and shall keep the records of the
organization; shall record snd keep the ninutes of the Tribal Council
and the Business Committee meetings in & permanent book; and shall

be responsible for sending all notices of meetings as herein required,
shall keep copies of all such notices and requests for meetings tojether
with & stitement by him or another officer, as the case may be, that
such notices were mailed and published as reguired hhrein and place

the same in the permanent minute book &s a preface to the minutes of

the meeting so called.

« #11 minutes of the Tribal Couneil and Business
Committee meetings and resolutions shall be sent to the Area Uiffice.

ARTICLE VII1 ELECTIONS

gag&ﬁggzéé_ﬁu soon as practicavle after this Uonstituilion is
adopred the & Director, Anadarke Area Cffice, shall call a Tribal
Council and shall held and supervise the {irst nomination énd election
hereunder 'or the Tribal Cosmsitteemen snd ofiicers, ss follows:

(A) The Area Director may at his discretion delegate chairmenship

of the initisl meeting to un employee under his supervision. A
secretary flor the froeuadingn mey be provided b{ the Area Uirector from
his stafl or may also designate this respinsibility to & mesber of

the Comanche Tribe.

(B) 4t the initial meeting the Tribal Council shall nominate
candidates for the electisn of & Tribal Chairman lor three (3) years,
a Vice-Chairman for three (3) years, s Secretary-Treasurer [or two
(2) years and two Business Committee meabers for two (2) years, and
two Business Committee meubers for one (1) year. Nominations

shall be made {rom the floow &nd accepted by the Chairman.

{C) A list of nomineed shall be made & psrt of the official «inutes

of the proceedings of this initial organization meetingf from which
determination shall be made that a&ll such nomineed are artictallz
qualified as candidates for office in accordance with the provisions
Article X1 of this Constitution. The irea Ulirector, Anadarko Area Uffice
will be the final suthority in meking such determination of qualilicacion
gfdztnd%¢a:¢n for the initisl election of officers of the Comanche

ndian Tribe.
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(D) Following the initisl organization meeting &« meeting shall be
«  held to elect the Business Committee and Uificers [or which candidates
were nominated during the initial meeting. This slection day shall
be declarsd by the irea Director, Anadarko Area Office.

Election of Committeemen and"affiaoruushall be by secret ballot process.
Ho absentee ballots will be gonsidered for such election.

gggg;ggngigﬁt each annual Comanche Tribal Council meeting
subsequent to the (irst election of Officers and Business Committeemen,
under this Constitution, candidates will be nominated to compete for
elsction to offices being vacated by reason of expiration of term

of office. Determination of qualification of nominated candidates and
election processes shall be as described in 3ection 1 (C) and (R) of
thds Article except that the Comanche Tribal Ufiicers and Business
Committeemen will assume the responsibilities previously assumed by the
Area Director, Anadarko Area Office.

ARTICLE IX VACANCIES AND REMOVAL FROM OFFICE

gzg%%gg_&a If a Committeeman or Officer of the Tribe shall die or
resign, revoved or recelled {rom office, his office shall be decmed
vacant and the Tribal Cheirmen, or should this office be vacant, the

Tribal Vice~Chairman shall immedistely call & meeting of the Comanche
Tribal Council for the purpose of fil 1n§ such vacancy for the unexpired
tera, except that when such vacency shall oceur within four months of the
annual meeting of the Comanche Tribal Council, the Tribal Chairman shall
not ¢all such special meeting of the Comanche Tribel Council.

: on_2... The Comanche Tribal Council ma; at any annual meeting or
at any spec meeting duly called remove any officer or committesman
from office for neglect of duty or conduct that has broug:t disrepute upon
the Pribe. Before any vote for removal is taken, & si:red Bill o
Ferticulars setting forth the elements of neglect or misconduct shall be
. presented by the accusers to the Tribal Council end the accused must

be %1von an adeguate oprortunity to answer any and all charges of which
. he is asccused. A @gajority vote of the Comanche Tribal Council shall

be sufficient to effect removal from office and the decision of the
Comenche Tribal Council shall be final. The accused would have recourse
through the State courts for damages of slsnder and the tribal records
and charges shall be made aveilasble to the courts on regquest of the accused.

%ggggggug. Any officer or committeeman who shall be found guilt y by
any 3tute or Federal Ccurt of felony or of & misdemeanor invelving
dishonesty or :eeogﬁing & bribe shall forifeit his office and such office
shall immediately become vacant.

ARTICLE X 3POEESMAN AND DELEGATES

%g§§;£g~;& o individual or %raup of individuals shall attempt to
officially represent the Comanche Tribe except when ui&eifieally
authorized to do 80 by resolution passed by the Tribal Council énd when 8o
authorized, the term of such resclution shall not be deviated {rom nor the

power therein given be exceeded.

§g§§ggg_g. o delegation from the Comanche Tribe shall ever be send
axﬁoﬁt en a resolution authorising such delegetion has been approved

the Tribal Council, properly called for that purpose, which resoclution
shell set out the specific purpose of sending such delegation snd define
the delegations's powers.



" ARTICLE XI QUALIFICATIONS OF OFFICERS

gggggﬁg_é& Any person elected to membership con the Susiness Committee
shell not be iless than 21 years of age snd shall be a member of the
Comanche Indian Tribe.

ﬁgg&;gg_g&?4ﬂe member of the Comanche Indian Tribe who has been
convicted of 2 lelony or of a misdemeanor invelving dishonesty or zccepting
& bribe shall be eligible to hold office.

ARTICLE XII BILL OF RIGHTS

ggg&&ggul. 4All members of the Comanche Indian Tribe shall enjoy
wiﬁhout in {anat freedom of worship, conscience, speech, press, assembly
and association. .

§gg§%¥§_g&}Thia Constitution shall not in any way be construed to
alter, abridge or otherwise jeopardize the rights and privileges ol the
Comancine Indisns as citizens of the United 3tates.

§§g§§g§rz. The individual vested property rights of any member of the
Comenche Indisn Tribe, whith shall include restricted lands and income
therefrom as well &s personal property, shall not be &ltered, avridged

or otherwise affected by the provisions of shis Constitution.

ARTICLE XIII ADOPTION ARD AMENDMENTS

: gggg%ggﬂ;& This Conatitution shall be eff-ctive when accepted by

the Secretary of the Interior and ratified by a pajority vote of the
members of the Comanche Indisn Tribe voting in an election called Vv
3eceretary of the Interior.

jectl Amendments to this Consticution mey be proposed
majority vote of the Business Committee or by & petition signed
two hundred (200) adult members of the Tribe, and if accepted by
decretary of the Interior shall be submitted to & referendum vo’
adult members of the Tribe. :



