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Mr.  jfro®* Hop&nB
116 wS®t T¢"
AnadarlEB,   O]€ha.   TS®®S

S€tobsr 31,  1963

near Mr.  Haphine:

Furth€r refe*€rL€e 1& rmad& t® your letter r€gaLrding c¢rtifica-
€1on ®f entitlSm€nt *c pt*b}1c domain indian land.

The en€lSS*d &¢tt€r from the Eu*e&u Sf frodinn Affuir8 *xphain&
*ha* *hie &uthar&ty to i8€ce €€*tlLfl€&to€  ®£ El±gibi#ty hag been
del*g&**d to the Ifro&dr#&co Arcs Bi*€€to**  &nd th&€ app#c&tionS
fSr €er€lfi€*toS es€ ¢¢z&*iderSd ®n &n ±ndividt=at baSl£.   Thar¢-
fo*®.  the rel€ €cafahalng the n&m*. ed the m€"b*r+app#€&nt€
®f the KiSinm IAn& ABSS€hatleri Cannot b€ €®na±d**®d a* a blandcet
applt€atton far C€rttfi€atS* ¢f Ellctbiilty.

Ftirtbermas*,  i* 1e p®1nted out thaLt thfa Bs;ireau t*£ irfund Ma]r]i&ge -
m€ut dres se®± malnt&ltt a nst ®£ pubtl€ drma*n I&nd&*  and that
it i* the #*4poaelbility ¢± the indiddr&l app#irmn* to lScat¢ *utt-
ab±¢ air&ihbl® Lend.

* wag pleae€d to ®bt&in this 1ndtlr"t{Sn fog you,  and *t appcara
that the €n€i®*€d i*tt*r cati€fact®rlty &n*w€re your qu€8tien€.

With beat rSgardlf  I &m

Sin€Br£1y Four..

En€L®*ur€E
#
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UNITED  STATES
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOFt

BUREAU  OF  INDIAN  AFF-AIRS
WASHINGTON  25.  D. C.

IN REPLY REFER TO:

keel  Prop.  ftyt.
haq.   &  BIBP.

?54S-63

•haJf

iferL.  ELke  Hpnroney
thaltSd  St&t€€  S€n#€e
W&Bhlngt¢n  £S,  a.  €.

Bear  SGnseor HBnroney:

Your  comaeni¢n€1fin  of  O€t®bSr  1S  f¢mrard€d  4  lfi€t€r  dS£€d ®€£aber  lz
with  €n€loeur€S  £#om ife.  AmoS  A.  HopklnB-hiik€S  €®ne€rning  hlff  effor€a
to  obt&1n  pebll€  dcealn  All®*nents  £®r  hlm&€1£,  hit  doughter*  and  the
"BmberB  t}£  €hti  g®*€all®d Eicw* ¥rlbal  la"d  Ae*oclatl¢n  of whl€h  h€  1e
appa*€n€ly  the  pr€Sidsnt.    Thl€ "t€e# cae  al&o  dleous*Bd  ln  rm  eaEchange
®£  prl®r  €®rre*penden€€  b8tw®en  you  and  thlB  bersafty*  aB  "11  &g  vifh  the
effl€e  o£  the S€cret&ry  ®f  the  lftterlar.

The  outhorlty  to  lg8ue  €ertlfic&teS  e£  E1191billty  h&8  been  del€g&t€d
£®  the  Anad&rha  A*ea  Blrect®*  and  hat  ftot  been  redG1€geted.    Mha.  Robert  I.
ife*trm*  dr€&  F1€ld  keFr€e€n€&tlve  Sf  our  had*rfro  lndlam iag€n€y.  €h€r€fore*
1#  ®orre€t  ln  Beating  €®  RE.  Ilopklft€-bekes  that  ha  1. tplthes€  ae€hori€y  to
1€eun  3ueh  €®rtlfLe&t€3.    ife.  REShgiv'S  #B1€  1n  thaS®  "t€er8  i*  €o  accept
end  prsee*€  appllc&tlonf  £®r  €€r€1fle&t€S  ®£  &1iglblll€y.    *£  he  dSt€"1neB
that  rm  applicant  lG  €ll&1ble  to  b€  &11®tted  on  the  prbll€  dcaaln,  he will
re€enmcnd  t®  the Area  B1*eet®r  that  a  der*1£1€&t€  ®f  H1191blllfty  he  lg3ued
t®  the  lndlm  applLcse£+    €ertl£1€&t*®£  Bllgibill€F  &r€  L8eued  on  a  fom
pr&scrlbed try  the  furesti  o€  }ndl" A££&1rg  iferm&1.

Appl£¢atl®n8  for  *¢rtl£i$8€€S  are  €oftBlderG&  ®n  rm  ltrdlutdual  b&.18  and
€&ch  appll€&tLoim rm-t  cont&1n  ev.££1€1ftnt  lnformatien  t¢  enable  the  pr®ceeg-
ing  of£1€€  t®  &at&bllsh  the  appll€ant'81dentlt¥  and  t®  &€€emiae  hl€
tribal  f*Sanding.    For  thl*  ee&.®n  the  role  €ontainlng  the  fLae8  ®£  €h€
qrmBber-appllSrmtB  ®£  the Hfou* hand  iS*ceietlon  r4nset  ha  coneld€red  *e  a
blanket  appll€**ien  for  €€rtific&L$8  "f  E1.+glbllity,    Each qde¢r  le
r€qulr¢d  t®  file  ±ndlvldually.

h8  to  the  4rv*1l&billty  Qf  prbll€  drm&ifl  lend&  aul€&bl€  for  &11otting*  tnt
tltidsr#tand  tb€  the  Bursmi  o£  14nd Hrmegffiment  ds®e  nrtyt "1ttteln  8 coaprehca-
Bive  118t  ®f  eueh  lands.     thd€r  th&t  8uredfty*8  r®gul&ti®n8,   1t  13  the
r€8pottEibil±£¥  ®£  the  individual  applicant  to  lQ€8t®  "iltebL€  ev&11*bL€  land
and  to  requ€8*  a  cl€S*i£1c*£io8  8£  *h€  8eleet€d  prbll€  doualn  Land  under
SestL®n  ¥  ®f  th.  Tryl¢r  Gr&*1ng  bet  of  June  £&,   1934  {48  8tat.   I£96i  43  U.S.€.   ::,,i
$15  f},  #ben  ft  1€  pebject  t®  that  act.



ours  darmdarke  fre& C££is€  h&B  be&n  4dvl#ed  of  the  pro€edur€  tB  £®1lonr
lm  th&€® "€terS.    ¥co may  be  aeaurnd  thS*  eflch  appll€£tl®n  £1Led with
th&€ ®£fl€€ utll  bc  drly  €®n81d€red  and,  where #*rransed*  €€rtlfLa8*eS
®f  B1191hlllqr ¥111  b®  i*as€d.

¥®ur  €ncl®Bur**  are  r€€urmd  ae  reqn€*tgtl.

Sfneer€1y prrs *

E.  HEE§EREARE  ER¥_E#
f,rfei;F\S¥ _®Si®"er

___~--i -,-. A., .  :

2

En€1o"rS
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A®   S®.  }`'{ike  Monl.one-jr,   United  States   Sena
Comittee  on  Post  Office  and  CiHil  Serv
Washington  25,   D®   C®

Dear  Senator:

This  relates  to  your  past  inquiry made

Ot ,uD,lI ,

RECEIVED

`     '   `     `.    :

4/c`4dJ.
e  off ice  of  the

United  States  Secretary  of  the  Interior  and  the  reply  to  you  from
:E;iE::=:5::y\%::C%::=:%n]E:±=tL¥dFgb:::¥;n8,an]%8¥?°Crid¥=:t:°;88;
25  Usa  33LS   as  amended.

Your.  letter  to  me  dated  I,  5,   1963  contained  enclosures  of  the  reply
to  you  fr.om  the  Secretal.y  of  the  Interior.   tenclosed)®  This  reply
reads  in part,   "he  must  first  obtain  a  certificate  from Mr.  Will  J.
Pitnep,  Area  Director  of  Indian  Affairs, ,Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs,
Federal  Building,  Anadarko,   Oklahoma,  showing  that  he  is  an  Indian
Arm  Is  ERTTITLEI>  ro  Ai{  All,o"EETI. "

Iurir.  Gardneri  and  }i`Ir.   Robert  L.  Meshew,   Acting  Area  Director  and  Area
Representative  of  the  Indian  Bureau  at  Anadarko  refuse  to  issue  such
a  certificate.  Hip.  I`uleshew  states  in  wr.iting  that  he  does  not  feel  thd;
he  has  the  authority  to  issue  such  a  certific&t±on.  I have  had  appli--
cation  fop  such  a  certification  at  the  Area  Office,  Anadarko,  for.
two  months  and  residing  in  Craig,  Colorado  found  it  neeessary  to  return
to  Anadarko  in  order  to  obtain  same.  This  application  if  fop  my  child,
}i'{iss  Grace  Kaycee  Hopkins,   A  Paunee  Indian.  1th.  Meshew  has  read  me  a
letter  stating  that  he  ®lestions  her  eligibility  and my  el`igibility
for  allothent  contained  in his  files.  It  is  noted  that  ltJfr.  Pitner has
issued me  a  letter  in  the  past  along  with  a  cer+tificate  degree  of  Ind-
ian blood with  I  have  used  in  filing  for  public  domain  land  allotment
near  Craig,  Colorado.

I'.like  -  1`Je  have  formied  an  inter-tribal  organization  -  not  for  profit
but  the  purpose  of  which  is  mutual  aid  among  tribal  members  to  help
in filing  applications  and  locating  public  domain lands  for  our  land-
1ess  orphans  and unalloted  tribal  members.  1,..re  retain  the  right  to
organize  as  such  and  do  retain  all  the  power  of  nations  except  where

Sg8:e E;±8 ::£¥:£: dc:=€±¥:1:h?ige#gt:yc::: "?f  t£:g:ya:;o%£:n:fa:::g::: Smentioned  in  our  tribal treaties  with  the  U.  S.I Goverrment  and  in  part
is  what  is  given  to us  in  return  for  certain  land  cessions  in  the
Oklahoma  Area   {  See  Senate  Docuri'ients  Vol„   38,   58th  Congress,   2nd  Session
1903  -  I90L„   Page  710  -  ante,  p.56.  and  articles  V  and  VI.

Enclosed  are  108  names  submitted  by  our  Kiowa  Tribal  Iiand  Association
for  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  indians  -  all  part  of  our.  enrolled  KTIA
members  and members  of  our  three  affilliated  tribes.  These  were  reject-
ed  for  certification  by  Meshew  and  the  Acting  Area  Director  and  we  con-
tend  that  the  Bureau  officials  are  acting  contrary  to  existing  Congress-
ional  Acts,  U..  a.  -  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  treaties  and  request  your
help  in  getting  this  matter  straightened  out  with  the  least  delay.  Our
phone  calls  to  the  office  of  the  Corimissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  do  not
seem  to  get  the  job  done.

Enclosed  is  insrfuinating  news  release  directed  at  our  organization  pres-
ident  by  Meshew  and  on  an  occassion  three  days  ago  Pta.   Caries  Toyebo
Who  presented  the  acting  Area  Director  with written  request  for  a  cert-
ificate  showing  Indian  Blood  and  eligibility  for  allotment  was  told
by  the  Director  that  the  organization  president  had  been  in  prison  and
asked  if  "he  lmew who  he  was  dealing  with".  1thile  it  is  true  as  to  the
Prison  sentence  this  is  conduct  not  at  all  in  the  line  of  duty|  Our
group  wish here  and  now  to  to  request  that  you make  ]mown  to  the  proper
Place  that  we  want  Indian  Bureau  policies  in  this  area  investigated  as
Soon  as  possible  as  much  in  this  area  needs  investigating  ,  We  do  not
receive  proper  or  just  treatment  by  Indian  Bureau  Officials,  Evidences
is  being  compiled  as  to  this  matter  bij-  our.  group.  This  is  urgent  to  us®

rl'
Lri iiin_i;c`ompiied  €\L I``:IowA   TRIBAI  LArm  AssoclATIoi{,   AI\TADARKO,   OKRAI



S.1 Mike  Mormoney,  United  States  Sena
I                                -           I        .-,-- I ,                            ,      ILL , ___**       JIl|                ,I

A,
Comitbee  on  Post  Office  and  Ci*il
Washington  25*;  D®;  a.;

Dear  Senator:

This  relates  to  your past  inquiry made
ri.3'i   the  Secretary  ooncermin8
\`     application.   {S®e  Section

¢, ,HD,ll ,

RECEIVED

EE

11#,16?    .   ;,-ulfu Jrfe

cud ,#d2fu.
a  office  of  the

United  States  Secret&r.'y  of  the  Interior  cnd  the  reply  to  you front     ``
I_,                 I"                          ,,-,,           _        -_   _       1         ,11    _   ,     _-.  __   I          _._       +      .___..__   _   _   _1_____'     A___.±E:±=tL=fdFgb:::mfn8,an[g8¥;ocfid¥t:,t:a;88;ae

'

t25  usa  33ht  as  amended.

Your.  letter  to rm  dated  I,  5,   1963  contained  enclosur.es  of  the  reply
to  you from  the  Secretal.y  of  the  Inbepior®   tenclosed}.  This  reply
reads  in part,  ''he in:ust  first  obtain  a  certificate  from lvfr®  Will  Jo?
Pitner,  Area Director of  Indian Affairs,.,Bureau of  Indian Affairs,
Federal  Building,  Anadarko,  OklahCima,  showing  that  he  is  an  Indian
Arm  Is  ERTT]IIIED  tpo  AFT  ALLORE"I."

Fir®'  Gardner  and  ltr.  Robert  L.`  Meshew,  Acting  Area  Director  and  Area
Representative  of  the  Indian  Bureau  at  Anadarko  refuse  to  issue  such   .+.' i      a  certificate.  }th.;  Meshew  states  in  writing  that  he  does  not  feel  thd;`    ;11

:i    , g:t±:£ ±g: g#:£o:i:gr€2f±:g¥:ofu:¥ gh:e#::±3#±:::, i:3::kg:df:gpL±.`      two months  and  residing  in  Craig,  Colorado  four.d  it  neBessary .to  retur.n
to  Anadarko  in  order  to  obtain  same.  This`  application  iS for lay  childt

¥:S:e:I:%:t¥:¥c%£ago£¥±n£:s£±::gr£:r[:f±8¥3'±#:`yM:£:Ee#::.i::8g]¥:ya
for  allothent  contained  in his  files;i It  is  noted that ltr.; Pitner has
issried me  a  letter  in  the  past  along with a  c®rtif`icate  degree  of  End-.

£g:rb5::£g¥£5gL:I:a::,, used  fn filing  for Public  domain land  allotment      S::
Mike  - We  have  fo]med  an  inter-tribal  organization  -  not  for profit
but  the  purpose  of which  is  mutual  aid  among  tribal` members  to help
in filing  applicaLtions  and locating public  domain lands  for  our  lan.d-
1ess  orphans  and unalloted  tri,bal  members®T  W®  retain  the  right  to
organize  as  such  and  do  retair]i  all  the  power  of  nations  except  Where

required  to  give  them up  by  act  of  treaty op  act  of  congress
supreme  court  tule   "peyote  case")®:  These  allotment  &ots  ar.ea:::e:;;g

mentioned  in  our  tribal- treati,es  with  the  U®'  S+' Government  and  in  part
is  what  is  given to us  in retuLpn for  certain land  cessions  in  the

£];53ah:in:goth:i: fag:e7§%n:t=E::'¥:g::  V£±. ir3£:1:3t¥ £EgS::,a.  2nd  S;ssiotl
I

.,

Enclosed  ar.e  108  names  submitted  by  our.  Kiowa  Tribal  mnd  Association
for.  Hiowa,   Comae.che  and  Apache!  indians  -  all  part  of  our.  enr.oiled  RTm

i

g3m¥::sc:gg#£g::;gnofyo"¥sfgwf:e=3f€±:LE:5:£gt£±::#5;:a:€:rwg3,+::i:g£:_
tend  that  the .Bureau officials  are  acting  contrary  to  existing  Congress-
ional  Acts,  .U.`  a.``\  -  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  tre€Lties  and  request  your

g£:£e±:aE::t±:gt£:i:f¥:::e:fs=£:±g:kn:g±:::rw:±h#±:±e#±ag::a¥: #o¥[   +.
seem  to  get  the  job  done.i

Enclosed  is  insirfuating news  release  directed  at  our  organization pres-
{tit..:t.*`¥   :£:n3r:geL{€:±e¥heT:c3¥ngTA::£a3£±:g#::#¥£±gg:n¥: q£:g±e3o:o`£e::rt.

ificate  showing  Indian  Blood  and  eligibility for  allotment  was  told
by  the  Director  that  the  organization president  had been in prison  and
asked  if  ''he  ]mew who  he  was  dealing  with"®;i Thile lit  is  true  as  to  the
Prison  sentence  this  is  conduct  not  at  all  in  the  line  of  duty®-'  Our
§f::B ¥±:¥ #:P:anid|:3¥a:°B#e::q;:£± c±ggti¥°¥h¥¥:r=°¥:v::t z::t8:°£:I
f8:gig: Eggs::1:ra:.u¥¥C¥r::t:::S %;eainE::£SBin¥::t5¥=±:¥i: , W±v£3e:::a .

I

ooinpiled  as  to  this matter  by our  group.i  This  is  uigent  to us.i
.hiha,pruK€I.owkA„T£I&RArfu#Fxp]LAff

is  bein
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tq{,

®.,,

Mr.  Amo* Ht*pfros
il6 w*&t T*ar

October  14.   1963

Acad&rk®,  ®kla.  73005

Bear Mr.  HopELs:

Ttris will &€knout€dg€ rs€€ipt ®f your lett*ra r€g&rding I L} €etti£[-
cati8n of eutitkermfnt t® pubhi demutn Indian hand.  end tz* legality
Qf a m€€ting ®f the a*n€ml €®un¢il of the HhawaL*  €®maLn€h* and
ApaL€he r*ibea ®n #aLnLrsr¥  19,   1963,

The fi€w.p*p*r €iipphaS which you €nci®**d lndieade. that the Aan*
d&rlco ifar€& ®£fic€ ha& a.ksd the Snr€&u ®£ thdi&n Affhire for a
charlfi€&tl®n ®f what hand le araithbl€ and the *equtr€mcat* f®* th-
dl&ns to ®btaln allotmerEtg.   I arm &*lting the Bur€&u to furndeh the
€iaLrlflcation St the carlie.t practicable date.

The in,atteF gf the Geee*al Gaun€il'e me®tln€ en J&nrary 19,  1963,
ha& been thar®ughly inveitig&t.d*  and th* #®mmie*i¢nSr ®f indl&n
AffairS,  in his better to thd* Ifrodr*1ffio A*e& "r®€tSr dated March al.
1963*  held that the meeting ira* legal.   ¥ber*fere.  na uB€fut pur*
po*e veoutd b€ **rved by furfror pur*utng thfi m&±tSr.

Just &€ 8Qon aL. informa±ian ¢n pubH€ dSzasin thdian Land i. *S-
€Slv8d*  lt lnr" be £Srirarded to you.

with btE.t seg*rd**  I &m

Sinc®*edy y®tlrS.
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ln  regards  to  our  request  we would  appreciate  the  return  to  us  of  the
letter  signed  by  MI..  Meshew  and  we  enclose  petition  signed by  our.
Kiowa  Tribal  lrand  Association  Members  who  are  available  for  signing
at  this  time,  we  expect  to  send  you many more  names  as  additional
Signers  as  son  as  our.  members  can  be  contacted.i

lt.Je  1.Jish  to  limit  the  commissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  from holding  that
any   political meeting  in  the  tribe  has  the  authority  to  dealare  laws
and usages  for  our  people  until  each  tribal  member has  a  chance  to
cast  his  or her  vote.i
It  will  be  noted  that  the  Indian  cormissioner  acted upon  a  "general
counsel  "  ruleing  where  the  biggest  part  of  the  tribes  were  not  present
or  even  heard  of  such  a meeting  which  was  only  advel.tised  locally®  This
denies  some  of  our  tribal  members  the  right  to  vote.  The  first  I  had
heard  of  this  was  when  the  Area  Director  notified me  b.y mail  AFTER
the  ruleing  which  I  contend  is  not  right  in  arty  sense.+  I understand
that  only  91  people  were  present  at  the  meeting  where  our.  tribal
bylaws  were  disolved  etc.  I feel  this  deserves  a  senate  investigation
and  and  so  do  each member  of  this  organization®T

One  more  question  that  we  would  like  to  present  to  the  United  States
Ppesident  through you  in all  sincerety  is;
Do  any  offices  of  the  United  States  Goverrment  operate  under
espionage  acts  or  similiar  acts  where  govermental  policy  can be
directed  towards  the  pauperazition  of us  Indians«

Respectfully yours,

t,``
-`D.'\,i:t,`

Amos  Abe  Hopkins      `mikes)
Enl.oiled  Kiowa  Indian,
Itiowa  Indian  Agency,  Anadarko,   Oklahonra



r*a\.`L`   Lb)>    L7VJ

Memorandum

To:                Members  of  the  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  Tribes

From:           Will  J.   Pltner,  Area  Director

Subject:     Lettei-from  Cormissioner  of  Indian  Affairs  regarding  status
o£  Kior#a,   Comanche  and  Apache  Tribal  Government.

There  is  attached  for  your  information,  a  copy  of  a  letter.,  addressed
to  me,   from  the  Comalssioner  of  Indian` Affairs  in  which  he  states  that
the  General  Council   of  your  tribes,  wh.ich  .tA-:,`as  held  at  Apache  on
January  19,   1963  was  a  valid  meeting.     ire  Cormlssione.r  further  con-
cluded  that  actions  taken  at  that  meetingg  which  rescinded  your
Constitution  and  By-Laws  and  dissolved  the  business  committee  as  of
January  19,   1963,  were  effective.     This  me,ans,   that  as  o.£  January  19,
1963  your  tribes  have  no  Constltutlon  and  By-Laws This  action

FT

_±g_¥_e±:[eT±_._   I__vy_i_1±_____±n   _a_o_ ____FT.ay_   .a £ £ect    the  _±x__1s t ing___r=:_e_1_a_t__i_a_p_8_hip ___b_e_t__ve_e_n. _ _i_he
Bureau  and  individual  tribal  members  or  the  services  performed  by  the
Bureau  on  their  behalf.

_   _     _   __     __  __    __   _.        _T      ___   _._i            _      _      .   .    _.  .   ==_i_:__-i     _i

The  action  taken  by  the  General  Council  on  January  19  climaxes  many
years  of  Kiowa,  Cotnanche  and  Apache  tribal  governmental  uncertainties,
brought  on  by  the  lack  of  stability  in  the  tribal  Constitution  and
By-Laws  under which  your  tribes  were  trying  to  operate.    You  now have
an  opportunity  to  Cake  a  ''nev  look"  at  your  tribal  governmental  needs
and  if we  all  work  together  there  ls  no  reason why  a  suitable  tribal
Constitution  and  By-Laws  can't  be  developed  so  that  the  best  interests
of  the  trlbe9  as  a  whole  and  the  best  interests  of  tribal  members  as
individuals,  will  be  safeguarded.    We,   in  the  Bureau,  are  prepared  to
consult  with  you  immediately  to  assist  in  any  way we  can  in  determining
what  courge  of  action  should  now  be  pursued.

The  Area  and  Field  Office  Staffs  join  the  Commissioner  in  sincerely
hoping  that  every  ef fort  will  be  made  by  the  tribes  to  achieve  the
political  stability which  your  membership  deserves.    We  are  most
anxious  that  your  tribes  have  a  stable  and  representative  governing
body  so  that  working  together,  programs  can  be  developed  which will
bring  about  social  and  economic  improvement  for  the  tribal  members.

Let  us  all  look  ahead  now,  and  work  together  on  those  matters  which
are  of  inportance  to  members  of  the  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  Tribes.
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UNITED   STATES

i,rfe, cc,ha   40{ve#^ung*Lxpc^#Nnd###idgfty#i

LUG,|r
`Z=*_.Trst*fo£#ram±sGT"¢

DEPARTMENT   OF   THE   INTERIOR
BUREAU  0F   INDIAN  AFFAIRS

Washington   25,   D.   C.
urlue\    ft®   NOThlri4L

whA,dr   ffo4,3
RAR.    21,    1963

Mr.  Will  J.   Pitner

Area  Director,  Anadarko

Dear  Mr.   Pitner:

We  have  care,fully.  f,tiii`|:>ed  yo!|r  Tf¥,tter  of  January  24,   and  the  enclosures,
as  they  pertain  to  the  General  Council  meeting  o`f  the  Kiowa,   Comanche
and  Apache  Tribes  held  on  Janua,ry  19o

There  are  several  questions  that  have  been  raised  concerning  this
meeting  and  t`he  ciro=unstances  surrounding it.    First can  the  Busi-
ness  Corm,ittee  cancel.  a  duly  called  General  Council  meetin
±==E±±.±?=4=_ _I_b=_g____t±.=r§____.before    that   meet, ing   is_____t_a_  __b__£_____i_g__!=__±?       The    const itution
of  the  three  tribes  is  silent  on  the  subject  of  cancellation.     It
might  be  said  that  if  the  Business  Committee  had  the  authority  to
convene  a  General  Council  it  also  had  the  authority  to  cancel  it.
However,   this  authority  must  be  exer.cised  reasonably,  and  carries
with  it  the  responsibility  and  duty  of  giving  adequate  and  sufficient
notice  of  its  exercise.    This  requires  that  notice  of  cancellation
be  given  openly  and  widely,  sufficient  to  come  to  the  attention  of
at.  least  a  majority  of  those  eligible  to  respond  to  the  call.     By
admission  of  all  the  tribal  representatives  recently  in  Washington,
such  was  not  done  when  the  Business  Cotlmlttee  attempted  to  cancel
the  meeting  which  had  been  called  for  January  19.     The  announcement
of  the  meeting was  given  widespread  circulation  through  the  radio
and  newspapers,  whereas  the  cancellation  notice  was  circulated  only
by  word  of  mouth  with  less  than  24  hours  remaining.     The  insuffi-
ciency  of  the  notice  of  the  attempted  cancellation,  and,  therefore,
its  ineffectiveness,   is  clearly  evidenced  by  the  fact  that  125
members  of  the  tribes,  many  of  whom  traveled  long  distances  in
bitterly  cold  weather,  came  to  attend  the  meeting  in  response  to
the  call,  and  very  apparently  had  no  prior  notice  that  it  was  riot
to  be  held  at  the  appointed  hour.     Inasmuch  as  Article  VI,  Section  3
of  the  constitution  requires  that  at  least  10  days'  notice  of  a
General  Council  meeting  must  be  given  to  the  tribal  membership,  we
are  of  the  opinion  that  the  tribal  membership  has  a  right  to  a
cancellation  notice  given  reasonably,  timely,  and  effectively.     Such
was  not  the  case  here.



C
0

P
Y

The  second  cluestion  is  whether  the  General  Council  was  properl
convened . Irsofar  as  the  procedure  for  corrmencing  and  conducting
the  meeting  is  concerned,  we  see  nothing  w.rong¢     In  the  absence
of  the  Business  Committee,   the  members  elected  a  chairman  and
proceeded  in  accordance  with  the  agenda  set  up  by  the  Business
Committee.

A  third uestion  is  wh.ether  the  General  Council  had  the  authorit
to  rescind  the  constitution  and  b laws  and  to  dissolve  the  Busi-
ness  Co"nittee.     We  believe  that  it  did.     The  General  Council
adopted  the  constitution  and,   therefore,  has  the  authority  to
revctke  it.     The  action  to  re`*-oke  wils,   in  effect,   an  amending  action
consistent  with  item  two  of  th.e  agenda.     The  revocation  of  the
constitution  automatica].1y  dissolves  the  Busines`s  Committee,  which
derives  its  authority  from  E.hat  doctimert.t.

In  conjunction  with  res.`:inding  the  constitution  and  byl.aws,   the
Genei.al  Council  requested  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  or  his
representative    to  select  a  constitutional  committee  to  consider
and  draft  a  new  constitution.     We  belie.,Te  tha.I.  an  important
prerequisite  for  the  success  of  such  a  corrmittee  is  that  its
membership  have,   insofaT  as  possible,   the  sup.port  of  the  tribes
which  can  best  be  assu~h.ed  by  h.a`7ir.g  its  members  selected  by  the
tribes.    You  should  advise  the  tribes  that  the  Bureau  is  prepared
to  c.onsult  with  them  immediately  to  assist  in  determining what
course  of  action  should  now  be  pursued.

It  remains  our  sincere  hope  that  every  effort  be  made  by  the  tribes
t.a  achieve  the  political  stability  which  the  membership  deserves.
We  are  willing  to  assist  theln  achieve  this  goal  and  are  eager  to
cooperate  with  a  stable  and  representative  governing  body  to  for-
mulate  plans  for  social  and  economic  development  among  the  tribal
members.    Many  opportunities  exist,   but  the  prime  requisite  for
taking  advantage  of  them  is  sound  tribal  government  which  can  aid
in  initiating  programs  and  give  reasonable  assurances  that  programs
which  are  developed  will  not  be  revoked  or  rescinded  for  purely
political  reasons.

On  January  18,   1963,   the  Area  Office  of  the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs
in  Anadarko  notified  the  Business  Committee  of  the  Kiowa,   Comanche
and  Apache  Tribes  that  it  was  not  approving  an  attorney  contract
submitted  by  the  Business  Cormnittee.   This  action  became  the  subject
of  an  appeal  directed  to  the  Central  Office  on  February  4,   1963,   by
the  Chairman  of  the  Business  Committee  on  behalf  of  attorney  Houston
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Bus  Hill.     25  CFR  71.1   (c)   states   "Any  action  of  the  authorized
representative  of  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  which  approves,
disapproves or conditionally  approves  a  contract  pursuant  to  paragraph
(a)  or  (b)  of  this  section  shall  be  final."    Therefore,  we  regard
the  action  taken  by  the  Area  Office  as  final.    We  note  tbat  on
January  19  the  General  Council  acted  to  overrule  and  veto  the  previous
action  of  the  Business  Corrmittee  in  negotiating  an  attorney  contract
with  Mr.   Hill.

In  that  we  are  recognizing  as  valid  the  action  taken  by  the  General
Council  on  January  19,   1963,  rio  tribal  funds  held  in  trust  by  the
United  States  will  be  released  for  any  purposes  designated  subsequent
to  January  19  by  that  Business  Committee  which  was  dissolved  by  the
General  Council  of  that  date.

You  are  requested  to  distribute  as  widely  as  possible  copies  of  this
letter  to  the  members  of  the  Kiowa,   Comanche  and  Apache  Tribes.     In
making  our  position  known,   it  should  be  emphasized  that  the  action
taken  on  January  19  and  our  recognition  of  it  will  in  no  way  affect
the  existing  relationship  between  the  Bureau  and  individual  tribal
member-s  or  the  services  performed  by  the  Bureau  on  their  behalf .

Sincerely  yours,

(Signed)   JOHN  0,   CROW
Acting  Commissioner
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TEE  UNITED   STATES   SECRETARY   0F   TRE   INTERIOR  AND  TRE
T) tit,I n chh-`trn   ^ ----  __ __ __==T+`=::        -I-11,  -+._.I+ L+ |pREsffDEiTT  OF  TEE  t"ITED  sripis-s  OF  ARERlcA.

`{.:.`+    PETITITION  FOR   TEE   PUPLPOSE   OF  ESTABIilsHING   BETTER
I '-    T|"T  J\ fn-,-^1tJ-'I   ------- __      _'_ _--_ -''„+~ -++---+,\+     ++LJ I LUJ,I

RELATioNs   BETWEEN  TEE   KIOwAS   cOMANcffE*   Arm  APACRE`
"IBES   0F   INDIANS  AND  BRTWREN  TEE  ABOVED  NARED   TRIBES
oF   IREIANs  Arm  TRE  UNITED  sTA*Es  DEPARTMENT   OF  IrmlAN
AFTAIRs,   A  DEPARTREerT  OF   TEE  UNITED   sTATEs  DEPARTRENT
OF   PEE   II¢RERIOR.

ocpOBER  6,    1963   ARTARAiTtKO,    OKIAHorm.

I).,,,
i,`jTE,   IRE   PETITITI0RERS,   AS   IREIVIDUAL  REREBERS

0F   TRE  REOwA3   CchthNCRE,   AND  APACRE   INDIAN  TRIBES
wlsH  To  II\TsuRE   OuR  RIGHT   OF  volcE   IrJ  TFtlBAL  MATTERs.

WE  WISH  TO   II\TSURE   OUR  RIGHT  T0  VOTE   UPO]J  ANir  Issue
As   SET  FORTi[  RT  ANY  AETD  AEL  IrmlvlDUALs   OR  GRoups
oF   IrolvIDtIALs   BELONGIRTG   TO   Oun  TRIBES   THAT  HAs   To
T`/i    T.TTfhTT    rn..+Tt` A +      -,A__  ___ =`_    _  _      _  _.`     -A``-.-*-+J+,     LIIE+i     +:ur±+I     J.\JDo  i,4.rlTH  TRIBAI,   pOLlor  AND  TRIBAL   IAi{^rs  Arm  usuAGEs.
WE  WISH  TO   INSURE   AGAINST   OUTSIDE   INTERVE}`TTION  BY
ANY   OurslDE   oRGARTlzATIOFT   Arm   TO   LIREIT`   IRE   cORE'v£IssloRTER
oF  INDIAN  AFFAIRs  FRCiM  FunTHER   INTERv#NTIO-rf  lpT  TfilBAL
AFTAIRS  AHD  RECEpr  i.n,,TRERE  RAGE   Il\TI>IVIDUAL   IRIBAI,
MEREER  Res   BEEN  INFORRED   0F  EACH  AND   EVERY  PROPOSED
TRIBAL  LATyt.?   OR   SETS   OF   LAWS   AN.TJ   BEING   FURNISRED  A

EAE±8g]FthoEEVEE#±IAE±L#EOFgELc£R]#%±L#gEAE¥k#:]RrE6Fs¥gL#
¥¥§=§  FiFT¥T¥N  YErfuRS   0F  AGE  0R  OLD.iLiR,   wHlcH  coNTAINs
LIB   -i-+.a   l'LflnthuJ i    TCTAL   Ii:F3-E=±±EL] TI0N   0F   T,A,rHAg   18   BH=RE
BRouGHT  FORTH  As  AN  Issue  To  BE  VOTED  UPON,   AND  sucH
BALLOT   CONTAINING   SPACE   FOR   TEE  VOTERS   FINGER  PRINT,
Arm  AEL   IssuLis  BEING   DHclDED  UPON  I',.JIAILED   IN  RALLOT
ONLY  AFTER   sucH  BALLOT  HAs   BEEN  rmDE  AVAILABRE  To
EACH  AND  EVERT  IiTDlvlDUAL  im¢BER,   FIFIEEIf  REARs   OF
AGE   oR   OLDER  wlTH  EACH  MERIBER  GlvEN  A  14INmRE¥{   OF

IRT¥  DAys   IN  1,^ffllcH  TO  REpljy  8¥  VOTE  oN  ANT  Arm  ALL
I.  MATTERs  imalcH  RAs   TO  DO   tL.7ITH  TRIBAL  pOLlclEs,

TRIBAL  IAT,nJS  AND  USUAGES,   Arm  TEE   SETTING   TIP   0F   SAIRE,
AND  EspEclALliH  i.,vlmRE  TEE  IsstJE  INvOLVEs  ELECTING
T0  TRIB£LL   OFFICES   TEE   INDIVIDUAL,hf]'»   OF  TEE  TRIBES.

FURTRER,   1,+VE  TlitlsH  T0   IhitsuRE   OUR   RIGHTS   I0   0RGARTIZE
Bun  TO  frlMIT  TEE  ACTIONs   OF  ANT  GROup   OR  INDlvlDUAL
wlTHIN  qTRE   TRIBE  wHo  wlsH  TO   ORGANlzE  Arm  ithRE  TRIBAL
haws  ARE  POLICE  EH  REQUIRING  THAT  EACH  INDIVIDUAL
TRIBAL  E£REneER  BE   pRi,.:5:sErvTHD  rlm   cHAi`TCE  Arm   oppoRIt"Iur
I0   CAST  HIS  VOIE  EIIRER  FOR   0R  AGAIRTSP  ARID  I0  BE  DECIDEI
UPON  er    PRAJORITT  VOTE  AND  NOT  EH  RURE   OF  TEE  u.   s.   a-
IroIAN  BUREAu  cch"IssloNER  WRERE  TRIBA-L  poljlc¥S   haws,
OR  USUAG.ES   DOES   NOT   DIRECTI,Y   COME   INTO   DIRLECT   CONFLICT
WITH   OR   INVOLVE   TEE   UNITED   STATES   GOVERRE{ENT.

..#    THls   pETITITloN  REspECTFULI;I  SUBREITTED  Arm  RENTloN
MADE  THAI  iRE  RETAIN  AI.L  Tlm  pot,,rER  oF  NATloNs  EXCEPT
wlmRE  TRE  HAVE  BEEN  ExpREssljy  REQulRED  To  Glue   THEM
up  RT  ACT   oF  TREATy  OR  ACT   OF  cONGREss  Arm  As   sucH
ARE  ENTITIED  TO  A  FREE  VORE   IN  ALL  TRIBAI,  ImTTERs.
1,rna  ASK  TEE   pREslDENT   OF  THE  tENIRED  sTATEs  Arm   TIH

`.~_A    tINITED   STATES   SECRETARY   0F   TEE   INTERIOR   TO   SEE   THAT
`   EACH  INDlvlDUAL  ABOvE  TEE  MINIMun  AGE   oF  FIFTEEN
`    YEIARS   0F  ABE  WITHIN   TEE   TRIBE   BE  AFFORDED  HIS   OR  RER`<     RIGRT   T0  VOTE,   Fort   OR  AGAINST,   BEFORE  ANT   POLICIES
`.    OR   LAWS   ARE  REIID   IN   TEE   FUTtJRE,   FROM   THIS  DATE   FOR*

WARE   TO  BE   IEGAL  AND   JUST   BY  ANT  OFFICE   OR  AGENT
oF  Tlm  UNITED  sTATEs  oF  AHERlcA.
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