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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR

BUREAU  OF  INDIAN  AFFAIRS
WASHINGTON  25.  D. C.

Hon.  Mike  Monroney
United  States  Senate
Washington  25,   D.   C.

Real  Prop.  Mgmt.
Acq.   &  Disp.
5721-63
5774-63

SEP  -51963

Dear  Senator  Monroney:

This  relates  to  your  correspondence  of  August  5  enclosing  a  proposed
bill  and  a  resolution  from  the  Creek  Indian  Tribal  Council  wherein  it
is  proposed  to  transfer  80  acres  of  land  formerly  owned  by  Adam Jones,
unenrolled  Creek  Indian,   to  his  heirs.

By  warranty  deed  dated  December  1,   1941,  Mr.  George  Jones,  a  full  blood
Creek  Indian,  Roll  No.  7821,  conveyed  this  land  to  the  United  States  in
trust'for  his  son,  Adam Jones,  during  his  life  time,   then  in  trust  for
the  Creek  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  until  such  time  as  the  use  of  the  land  is
assigned  by  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  to  a  cooperative  group
organized  under  the  Act  of  June  26,1936  {49  Scat.1967),  or  to  an'individual  Indian,  then  in  trust  for  such  group  or  individual.    Adam

Jones,  therefore  owned  what  amounted  to  a  life  estate  in  this  property
and  upon  his  death  title  vested  in  the  United  States  for  the  Creek
Tribe  of  Oklahoma.

Even  though  the  Creek  Tribe  desires  to  convey  title  to  the  heirs  of
Adam Jones,  unfortunately  there  is  no  authority  at  this  time  for  the
sale  or  disposal  of  this  land.    This  same  situation  exists  with  re-
spect  to  certa.in  other  Indians  of  the  Five  Tribes,  except  the  Choctaw
Tribe.     The  Act  of  August  25,1959   {73  Scat.  420),   provides  among
other  things  that  land  so  acquired  by  members  of  the  Choctaw  Tribe
shall  be  conveyed  to  the  tenant,  his  heirs,  devisees,  successors,  or
assigns  in an  unrestricted  status.    That  act,  however,  has  no  appli-
cation  to  the  Creek  Indians.    Indeed,   the  only  means  by  which
title  could  be  transferred  to  the  heirs  of Adam Jones  would  be
through  legislation.

The  resolution  and  proposed  bill  enclosed with  your  letter  are
returned .
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,   George  Jones,   full  blood  Creek  Indian,   Roll  No.   7821,
was  the  owner  of  approximately  80  acres  of  restricted  Indian
land,  described  as

The  South  Half  of  the  Northwest  Quarter
(S±  Nw fa)   ®f  Section  5,   Township  10  North,
Range  15  East  of  Indian  Base  and  Meridian,

and wished  to  convey  said  land  to  his  son,  Adam  Jones,   full
blood  Creek  Indian,   nonenrolled,   in  such manner  that  the  land
would be  restricted  and  tax  exempt;  and               .

WHEREAS,   George  Jones  was  informed  in  writing  by  an  employee  of
the  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  that  this  could be  accomplished by
conveying  his  land  to  the  United  States  of  America  in  trust  for
Adam  Jones  and  his  h.eirs;   and

WHEREAS,   George  Jones,   pursuant  to  said  advice,   did  on  the  lst
day  of  December,   1941,   execute  a  Special  Warranty  Deed  to  Adam
Jones,   said  deed being  approved by  the  Department  of  the  Interior
on  the  7th  day  of  March,   1942,   and  containing  therein  the  fol-
lowing,   to  wits

"The  United  States  in  trust  for  Adam  Jones,
an  Indian `of  the  Creek  Tribe,   during  his  life-
time,  then  in  trust  for  the  Creek  Tribe  of
Oklahoma,   until  such  time  as  the  use  of  the
land  is  assigned by  the  Secretary  of  the
Interior  to  a  cooperative  group  organized
under  the  Act  of  June  26,1936   (49  Stat.1967),
or  to  an  individual  Indian,  then  in  trust  for
such  group  or  individual,"  and

WHEREAS,   Adam  Jones  took  possession  of  said  real,  property  and
expended  approximately  the  suni  of  $5,000.00  of  his  restricted
funds  in  permanent  improvements,   i.e.  remodeling,   renovating
and  reconditioning  said  premises;  and

WHEREAS,   had  Adam  Jones  known  the  legal  effect  of  the  granting
clause  in  said  deed,   then  said  funds  would  not  have  been  expended
for  such  improvements;   and

WHEREAS,   the  total  amount  of  money  expended  by  the  United  States
of  America  in  this  transfer  of  title  was  $53.00  for  abstracting
and  recording  fees;   and

WHEREAS,   said  Adam  Jones  died  on  or  about  November  14,   1961,   and
his  heirs  were  judicially  determined by  the  County  Court  of  Mc-
Intosh  County,   Oklahoma,   Case  No.  5375,   to  be  Hattie  Jones,   his
surviving  spouse,   5/16  blood  Creek  nonenrolled,   Bobby  R.  Tones,
son,   21/32  blood  Creek  nonenrolled,   Tommy  Leon  Jones,   son,   21/32
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blood  Cre.ek  nonenrolled,   Carrie  Lee  Jones,   daughter,   21/32
Creek  nonenrolled,   Adam  Jones,   dr.,   son,   21/32  blood  Creek
nonenrolled,   and  Marietta  Elciea  Jones,   granddaughter,   21/64
blood  Creek  nonenrolled,   and  these  heirs,   upon  learning  the
correct  legal  status  of  said  property,  now  desire  that  said
title  be  corrected  and  the  fee  simple  title  be  vested  in  them;
and

WHEREAS,   the  Creek  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  on  being  advised  of  the
true  facts  and  circumstances  of  said  conveyance,   and  of  its
legal  effect,   does  not  wish  to  hold  the  use  of  said  land  until
said  use  is  determined;   and

WHEREAS,   it  is  believed  that  the  Secretary  of  the  Interior  does
not  anticipate  assigning  said  above  described  real  property  to
a  cooperative  group  organized  under  the  Act  of. .une  26,   1936
{49  Stat.1967),   or  to  an  individual  Indian,   or  to  create  a
trust  for  such  group  or  individual;  and

WHEREAS,   the  Creek  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  desires  to  convey  any  right,
title  or  interest  said  Tribe  may  now have  in  said  above  described
real  property  to  the  heirs  of  Adam  Jones  as  determined by  the
County  Court  of  Mclntos.n  County,   State  of  Oklahoma;   and

WHEREAS,   the  Creek  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  recommends  to  the  Secretary
of  the  Interior  and  the  Congress  of  the  United  States  that  prop-
er  legislation be  enacted  to  correct  the  injustice  done  to  Adam
Jones  and  his  heirs  above  listed:

NOW,   THEREFORE,   BE   IT   RESOLVED  by  .i:he  Creek  Tribe   of  Oklahoma,
through  its  duly  selected  council  in  regular  meeting  duly  assem-
bled,  that  the  Principal  Chief  of  this  Tribe  is  hereby  aut.nor-
ized  and  directed  to  execute  the  necessary  legal  instruments  to
disclaim  any  right,  title  or  interest  said Tribe  may have  in
said  above  described  la.nds  to  the  heirs  of  Adar¥Ti  Jones  as  above
determined;   and

BE  IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED,   that   said  Creek  Tribe  of  Oklahoma  does
ti.ereby  further  recommend  that  appropriate  steps  be  taken  for  the
enactment  of  necessary  legislation  authorizing  the  Secretary  of
the  Interior  to  convey  to  the  heirs  of  Adam  rones  as  shown  above
the  full  fee  simple  title  in  the  land  above  described;  and

BE  IT  FURTrlER  RESOLVED,   that  authen,ticated  copies  of  this  Res-
olution  be  transmitted  to  the  Honorable  Stewart  L.  Udall,   Sec-
retary  of  the  Interior,   Phileo  Nash,  Commissioner,   Bureau  of
Indian  Affairs,  Virgil  N.  Harrington,  Area  Director,  Muskogee
Area,   United  States  Senators  A.   S.   (Mike)   Monroney  and  I.  Howard
Edmondson,   all  the  merfroers  of  the  House  of  Representatives  from
the  State  of  Oklahoma,   and  the  Chairmen  of  the  Committees  on
the  Department  of  the  Interior  of  the  House  of  Representatives
and  the  United  States  Senate.



Dated  this  27th  day  of  duly,   1963,   at  Okmulgee,   Oklahoma.

Principal  Chief

A.tte st i



A  N        A   C  T

To  provide  for  conv®yanc®  to  heirs  of  Adam  Jones,  Creek  Not  Enrolled,
approximately  80  acres  of  laBd.

8®  it  enacted  by  the  Senate  and  House  of  Representatives  o±  the
United  States  of  America  in  Congress  Assembled,  That  the  Secretary
of  tEi.©  Interior  be  authorized  and  directed  to  convey  all  of  the
right,  title  and  interest  of  the  tJnited  States  and  o±  the  Creek
Tribe  of  Indians  o£  Oklahoma  in  the  land  herein  described,  being
the  Soutn  Half  of  the  NOFthw©st  quarter   (S`±-NW**)   of  Section  5,
Township  10  North,  Range  15  East  o±  Indian  Base  and  Meridian,   to
the  heirs  of  Adam  Jones,  Creek  Not  Enroil®d,   in  the  proportions
as  deter"in©d  by  the  County  Court  of  Hclntosh  County,  Oklahoma,
Case  No.   5375,   as  follows:

Wife,  Fzattie  Jones,   5/16  blood  Creek  ±'Sot  Enrolled

Son,  Botbby  R.   Jones,  2i/32  blood  Creek  ¥Tot  Enrolled

Son,  To!rmy  Lean  Jones,  21/32  blood  Creek  Rrot  Erirolled               2/15
(

Barsghter,  Carrie  Lee  Jones,  21/32  blood  Creek  Siot  Enrolled    2/15

Soft,  Adam  JOE©s,   Jr„   21/32  blood  Creek  Not  En-i.©1ied

Granddatlghtei,  Eifei.i®tta  Elciea  Jones,  21/64  tolood
Creek  Not  ffnrolled

2/15

2/15


