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April  19]   1S$3

Mr.  H&r*y iF.  Ceone
885 RT®#h Ei¥#h
PtrnS& #it¥*  O"&ham&

near Mr.  So®n*=

¥hl€ i€ im g€ply tS your iStt€# "gard±ng di#po8itton of the Paw-
n*€ judgment &#ard,   se 1€ ¥8ur "de#St&nding that &n €ff¢Ft i*
being matle *o haL¥€ €hS&€ £undg put in *eB€*ve t8 flnan€£ r€£er-
v&tioz* dsvehapme#t pr®g*anS*  r**he¥ than putd ®ut per €apiha.

The biut te &uthSri#€ the diBtributlt*n Qf the jttdgm€ut awftrd will
8p€€ifty wheshsf *ha funds 8halt b€ pha€ed in r*B€#fy¢ or b€ paid
out per €aLpita.   fa "*king
ths thSw£ S£ ®£#€ifrl# ®£
€ha de¥€#'nmeat ag€nst€*

Pa#nS€ T*iE
S®n#Srn#

GSngr€aB wiut h€&r
fndlvidtral P&"n€€e *

¢thSr iHt€re€*€d p&rti€* .

F®# grfmr itife#"at±®H*  a hearing Sn the ¥Ee€ and €xpense* ®£ the
T*1bal &ttn#fi€¥* has been S€hedut€d £®r MaLy q*   1%3.

I appre€ha** hawhg the b€n€fit ®£ your ut¢w#*  and ¥Su may he
BurS thSF win bS kept ±H mind.

W**h b€*€ *€ga#&e and gr®d wlsh***  I am

Sin#*r*fty ¥Sur& '



805   RTorth  Blroh
Ponea  City,   Okla,.
April   15,   1965

Honol`gLble  fiiike  ltonrony
United  States  Senate:#ashlngton.   85.   D.   C.

Hy  dear  Senator:

Many  8erlou8  problems  exist  ln  this  great  natlcn  of  ourB.     W®
r®ellze  a8  patriotic  oitlzens  the  mny  important  lssu.8  facing  our
notion  euob  aB  the  foreign  aid  progran,   medical  Care  for  the  aged,
f®d®r.i   aid  to   ®duc8tion,   th.  Cuban  problon,   and  FTesidont  Kenfledyl 8
suggested  tax  bill.

We  are  m®mber8  of  the  P.wn®e  Indian  Tribe.     We  were  born  and
re.red  end  rocelved  our  educetlons  in  the  Indian  and  Ribllo  Sohool8
of  the   City  of  Pawn®®.

W®  are  writing  you  r.gardlng  an  lmportent  issue  whloh  vitally
®ono®rnB  us  and  many  nenb®rs  of  our  tribe,   namely,   the  Pawn®®  Trlb.i
C|®1n,

ca  July  6,   1962,   the  P.rm®®  Tribe  was   awarded   approximately
te,loo,OOOoOO.     At  several   of  the  Pawnee  Tribal  Council  me®ting8
that  we  att®nd®d,   the  majority  of  the  tribal  members  pr®B®nt  indi-
cated  that  the  Pawn®e  Tribal  Counoll  Should  do  all  ln  th®1r  power
to  obtain  a  dlstrlbution  of  tb®    "ibal  Cl®1n  on  a  per  eaplta  p8ynent
among  the  individual  trib.1  memb®r8  rather  then  having  these  funds
used   to  flnan®e  reservation  developnent  programs   as  recommended   by
the  Int®rlor  Department,   E`ireeu  of  Indian  Affairso

It  would  not  b®  feasible  to  use  tbe  Paun.e.  Tribal  Claim  award
to  finance  reservation  development  programs  as  we  do  not  have  a
Pawne®  Indian  Reservation  in  O!'il8homa.     The  reason  for  this  8t8tement
is  that  in  1876,   our  tribe  \`J8s  finally  moved  to  Indian  T®rritory
which  is  now  known  as  Pa-wnee  County,   Oklahoma.      This   land   in  Indian
Territory  was  purchased  from  the  Creeks  .nd  Cherokoes  with  Pawne®
Tribal  funds  received  ln  the  Sale  of  288,000  acres   of  land  wbich
was  a   part  of  Nance  County  ln  the  St8t®  of  Ne`oraska.     This  land
puroh8sed   in  v,'h8t   is  now  Pawnee  County  by   the  P8wnee  Tribe   became
known  as  the  Pawnee  Indian  R®s®rv8tion  which  consisted   of  approxi-
mately  591,000  acres.     In  1892  our  Pawnee  Indian  Reservation  was
taken  in  severalty.     Approximately  160  acres  each  were  allotted   to
P8wnee  Tribal   members.     The  United   States   Government  decl8I`ed   the
unallotted   lands  as  Surplus  Iidnds   and   the  Cherokee  Strip  of  which
the  P8wnee  Indian  Reserv8tiori  was   a  part  was   opened  to   settlement
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in  |8se.
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These  Surplus  Lands  were  sold   to  the  white  settlerB  at  a
acre.     This  eliminated  the  Pawn®®  Indian  Reservation.

In  the  latter  1800' s  the  Government  established  a  manual  labor
school   in  accordance  .v'tith  the  1857   Treaty  made  w`ith  the  P8imeo  Tribe
on  a   755  acre  tract  of  Pawn©e  Indian  Reservation  land  located  near
what  is  now  Pawnee,   Oklahoma.     This  school  was   built   on  Pawnee
Indian  Reservation  acreage  which  w.as  purchased   from  the  Creeks  and
Ch®rok®.s,   as  previously  stated,   by  the  P8wnee  Tribe.     In  1924,   the
Pawnee  Tribe  sued   the  Government  in.  the  Court  of  Claijns  to  establish
tribal   ownership  of  the  755  acre  Pawnee  School  Reserve,   and   tbe
Parmee  Tribe  was  victorious.     In  1953  or  1954,   the  Government  con-
fiscated  and   laid  claim  to  this  property  f or  unknow'n  reasons.     On
December  i,1962,   own®r8hip  was  returned   to  the  Pawne®  Trlb®  by  the
Government.     W®  are  inolin®d  to  believe  that  ownership  was  returned
to  the  Pawne®  Tribe  b®o8u8e  it  is  evident  that  the  final  judgement
on  the  claim  is  .ppro.chins  and  the  former  P.vmee  Indian  School
Reserve  will  be  deolar®d  a  r6servatlon  in  order  to  use  the  Tribal
Claim  funds  to  finance  reservation  development  programs  rather  than
distributed  per  oaplta   among  the  indivudu8l  tribal  memberai.

W®  are  in  favor  of  8   per  capita  payment  and   believe  the  majority
of  the  Tribe  would  be  too--if  put  to  a  vote.     In  the  Tribal  Council
meetings  we  have  attended  we  have  recon2inend©d   that   a   vote   by  tribal
members  should   be  forthcoming  regarding  their  preference  as  to  re-

s:S:i:§m:nfe;r:airp::.P8¥ge:5p::I:n¥£:€ifet#::e:hi:=b:=5::::I:tL°n
does  not  `v`i'ish  to  give  the  Pawne®  Tribal  members   this   opportunity.

We  are  not  in  f.Tor  of  the  reservation  developnent  program  be-
cause  about  80  to  90  per  cent   of  our  tribal  members  do  not  reside  in
or  near  the  vicinity  of  the  City  of  Pawne®o     Most  of  the  tribal
menbers  have  left  Pawnee  to  live  elsewhere  for  purely  economic
reasons.     It  was  necessary  that  we  move  near  industrial  sites  where
it  would   b®  possible  for  us  to  make  a   living.     We  are  sc8tt®r®d
from  the  East  Coast  to  tbe  Ti\'est  Coast  and  from  the  Gulf  of  ifexlco
to  the  C8nadi8n  Border,   but  just  as  any  other  Paimee  Tribal  nonb®r
we  are  all  intensely  int®r®st®d   ln  Tribal  Affairs®    Furthermore,   an
industrial  reservation  development  program  established  in  or  near
the  City  of  Pawnoe  would  be  a  very  poor  business  risk  since  pract-
ically  ail  transportatior.  facilities  have  been  discontinuedo     To
prove  this  stateriient,   the  City  of  Pawnee  has  tried  unsuco®ssfully
for  the  last  15  to  20  years  to  entice  industry  to  locate  in  the
vicinity.

W®  fe®l  that  it  is  undemocratic   to  Coerce  a   group  of  p®opl®  suck
as  the  Pawnee  Tribe,  `to  invest  their  money  without  the   consent  of
each  and   every  individual  nember   of  the  trlb®.     Such  a   group  invest-
ment  of  this  type  .ppears  to  have  oormunistic  tendencies.

When  the  Bill  Of  1946  established  the  Court   of  Claims  to  hear
and   8djudicate  all  Indian  Claims  in  this  nation  of  ours,  it  gave
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the  Indian-CltlEens  of  this  nation  the  right  to  Sue  the  Ublt®d  Stet®e
Oov.rnment.     The  Bill  of  1946  did  not  lndlcat®  how  the  Indlan8  w®r.
to  b®  p.id;   only  th.t  th.y  bring  proof  or  th®1r  claim  that  thor  h.a
fll®d  and  prove  that  they  were  entitled  to  r®1nburg®ment.

Slnoe  our  P8wnee  Tribal  ClaiD  has  been  ln  lltlgatlon  these  past
le  years,   we  hev6  been  told  by  our  oouncllnen  to  have  patience  and
•on.tent  oourag®.     That  the  Pawno®  Claim  whoa  aw&rd®d  would   b®  paid
to  tb®  TTlbal  m®mb®r8  on  a  per  a.pit.  p.ym®nt  dletrlbutlon.     Now  the
a"'ard  has  b®en  fin.11z®a  by  judicial  authority,   and  lt  app®ers  th.t
we  .r®  going  to  bo  donl.a  the  right  of  lndloatlng  our  pref®r®nco  ®s
to  how  we  would  like  our  Tribal  Claim  to  b®  disp®rs®d.

W.  do  not  b®neve  tb®  situation  ls  fair  as  it  now  Stands.    W®
ainc®rely  and   ®arn®atly  request  your  ocm81deration  and  Study  for  .
per  oaplta  payment  on  thl8  Pawn®.  Trlbel  Clelm Approprlatlon  Award
when  lt  is  presented  to  Congr®88  for Authorlzatlon  of  D18trlbutlon
of  Paydicat.

Sino®r®ly  yours,

.REunrms|GNmAREINJaRErmNTm;:=:=::=:=;:;;ngng
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