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January 14,  1963

Mr.  Martin A.  I&ag*rstrand
Chaber of C®"m€r€€
T&hl€quah,  Oklahoma

Dear ifertyt

Thak yen*
Hoapiut &t

about the PubH€ Health S*rvi€e bedl*n

A3 you p€rhap* ha®w.  Sl8®, eec w&e &ppr®p*hat*d for fi*caL y€aLrs
196® th*®ugh 1963 £®r plan.ndng and €on€tructiou,    Bld* for c®n-
Btructian vper€ apen€d ®n O€tober i8,   1%2.   B&&®d upon the &m®unt
®£ the law bid,  co*t* for planning,  Stxp®rutSton ¢r the work,  ath*r
technical 8€rv*ce* and eq]*ipm®rst*  it w&e *e'timafed that the total
c®.t ¢£ the prej€c* imcald amenrmt to S£8a* 1§8.   Thl* **tlmated c®*t
wac SIol* ££® in eaE€ae* af th* funds &"ilch&€ `for the psej€ct.

The TaLEL€qcah p*Sj¢€* i€ currently und*rgalng rerdew to d€tfrmha€
whath€r # will b€ pesfLbl€ to sedu€* the e€op* af the work .a that
lt Can bS &€€®mp#ah*d within &imihable fundr,  ®r whether it will bf
ne€*3*a*y t® rSqu€*t addittonaLl fund*.

¥®u may b€ gur€ that # &dditirmal funds &r* r€qu*l**d*  1*  at a
member of the Apprqpria*ionB C®mmiife£,  utH dr my level beet
t® chfain them.

With b€St r€gard3 and good wieh*&,  I &m

Sin€€redy yaps.
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From the desk of MARTIN A. HAG'ERSTRAND
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Can  you  help  us with  this?
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Mr®   Anthorir  Cf]letireeze
S®cretar.y  Healt,h,   T+!ucillori.,   an.1  'w.elfare
W'a8+iington  25,   D.C.

0®ar  Hr.  Celebreeze:

During  a  routine  inquiry  into  ttie  !tf tu8  of  congt,ruction  proj®ct®
1n  our  coununity  ln  pr3paratictn   for  a  year-®n`1  econoT`1c  report,   1t  wa.
lea.rned  that  ccnstructi{m  of  an  addltlon  aLnd  other  alt®rat,lone  to  the
Tahl®quah  lndi`ati.  Ho8pltal  ha.ci  been  d®layod  or  deferred.     It  1®  our
und®r8taLndlng  that   gone  cctnglderatlcm8  have  arigen  relatlv.  to  co.t.
of the  project.

The  cltlzens  of  t,he  fourctour!ty  area  aLn`.`  o?  Tahlequah  .ere  extran®ly
gr.tlfled  ln  ret`eivlr.g  t,he  ]n.or"tlon  last  year  that  expansion  of the
Phy®1c.1  space  of  t,he  +.ogpit,-.]   was  planned  and   fun]ed.     We  +op®  that
nothing  will  t>e  |iern-.t,ted  to  delay  th.  much  n®eded  1_mprovonent..

Thl8  corm`mlty  ls  vlt,ally  inter®  teyl  ln  t,he  propo8ed  con.tructlon
for  a  varlet.y  of  reasons:

1.    The  Tahlequah  India.n  Hosi`1t,al  t`as  long  served  critical  needs
ln  providing medical  care  for  the  Indian  populat,ion  for  thl8
and  sur.I`ounlll!ig  count]es.    focal  nan-r®deral  meillcal  facilltl.8
a.re  t,otally  in4dequate  to  h8.ndle  the  1ncr.eased  load.

2.     lie  econorrilc   Btdtu9  of  most  of  the  I.riilans  wh.om  this  hospital
Serves  le  Such  tha+,  velfar®  cogt9  would  rise  slgrilflcantl}
1r  they  are  :-:ot  served  by  the  Publl`c  H®alth  Service.     The
type  of  mecl,1cal  8.r`-lee  being  furnl8hed  can  be  prov].dad  at
cons!i®rably  1.ess  cost.   to  the  std.te  and  the  nation  than  compaLr-
at`1e  9ervlce  through  private  practice  aLnd  t`c`9r.itel  facilltl®®.

3.    Hcist,  o.  the  Indian  rtopulat.ion  t`ei.ng  Served  by  the  hospital  would
t`e  erireme]y  rel`]ctan+.  t,o  use  rrivat,e  or  |ut\11c   Tiedlc.i  facll-
it,ies  !!rovid®d  by  other  I,ban  an  Indian  Hosfiltal.    Becau8®  of
laLnguage  bar.rler®,   pgycL|`1ogical   fact,ore,   ant  etnl`+,1onal  I.ea8ong,
most,  woiilti   ra'i]   lo  use  meiil.,al   facilit]eg  cir  to   seek  ITtedical
Ca.-e   even   t,tiou`L-ti  `jr:ently  rieed..'i.

|te,"new
I,„t,ac'W,

A,.'0ultu,.
OuRAtloH

r',W'W,
HuunH,

eel I dr e\A cyLho_.gc. I cn^- of- a.IL..cq §i 6n. . j2..
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0`r.r  .  p®rlod  of }..r. the  epac®  r.qulred  for  ned.rn  and  pz'iop.I
tr®®tm®nt  h®81ncrea8ed.     In  t,.h®  case  of  t,h®  I.hl®quah  Indian
Ho.plc.i,  lack  or  proper  .pace  t\as  long  requlr®d  both  the
adninl8tratlve  and  prof®®Siona]   staff  to  oper8t,®  un`i®r  handle.p®
1n  order'  to  prevent  .  dlnlnutl6n  or  deterlor&tlon  or qualltr
•®r`tic®  t,a  its  cllentB.

5.    In  conblmtion,  1f  facllltle8  are  not  lmproT.d,  th®8®  factor.
could  ca`i3®  a  serlou8  deficiency  ln  the  n®dlc&l  a.r®  end  w.11-
b®hg  of  the  Iridian  ,r.oprlatloh  in  thl.  are..

Tor  s-.  y®&r.  a  nunb®r  of  aerlou.  d®flcl®ncl®e  ha.  e]dL8ted  ln  the
Phr®1c.1  plant  or th.  Tahl®quah  Indian  Hospital.    Thl®  h..  b.on  tf.11
r®¢ogrl3ed  br  tihe  medical  pror.e81on  ln  the  conmunltr  a.  well  ae by
lquin.

".  I.hlequah  City Hoepltal  1s  .®rlou81} crowded  ..  1.  the  case
ulth  other  ho.pltal.1h  th.  arGo.    On  ceca®1on,  bede  &r.  un&vall.bl.
for  c.er?ency care  .hort  of the  cit,I  of Tulee,  70111®®  dl.tent.

Baaed  on  ob8.r'vatlon.  cnd  Tlglt8  of  r®pre8eritatlve.  of  the  Chanb®r
of  Crm®rc®  to  the  Ho8pltal,  b.diy  needed  ln  t,he  Tch.I®quah  hdlln  Hosplt.1
in  order  to  provid.  ad®q`uat®  Space  for  proper  c.r.  1.  addlt,1orml  waltlng
•p&c..    Dud.ng  a  recent  Tlelt  on  a  clinic  day  patlonte  crord®d  around
the  out.]de  of  the  ho.pltal  aLnd  into  the  halls  and  ®leewhi®re  becaug.
of  in®d®quat®  waiting  .pp.a.®    The  p.tlont.i  vi.sltlng  r'oon  was  tt.ing  used
a8  .a  alamlnlng  roan  for  doc€ora.    The  rootB  for  adrle®1cms  wa.  co  crowded
p&tlont9  could  ec.rc®l}  .qu®®z®  into  lt.

01r.ct  inqulrl..  to bdb®r.  of the  .ta ff b} thl® orf*o®  1ndic.t®
that  in  addltlon  to  th.  .toT®,  m®dlc®1  record  .pace  18  highly  lnad®quat®
fort  the  b`irg®oning  r®cor.d®  of  the  f.cilit7;  phamcy  8pac®  i3  totally
lned.gun,t®;  the  z-ray  rocb  la  ina`i®quate  for  morierm  equlprent  &rid  .®r`rlc®;
the  cllnlc&11&boratory  19  crowded to  a  point  of  c&uelng  in.fflclont
operation.    The  total  of  the8®  d®ficlencle8  undouttedly  createe  a  .it-
u&tlon  wherein  th.  ho.pltal  staff  18  under  an  `mti®unl  8traln  ln  ord.r
to  acconpll8h  lta  tasks.

12,OcO  ®liglble  hdlans  live  in  the  co`mti®.  8®rvic®d  by  the  h.o.-
pltal.    According  to  t.`m®rlcan  Hogpltal  Asgoclatlon  r.Cord.,  annually  thor..
ar.  about,19,000  out,-ra~+,lent,  treatment.,  400 blrth8,  1,goo  adnlssion.
1n  our  Ho®pital.    If  lnatlequat®  8paco  for  proper  and  ®fflclent  8®rvic.a
ar'e  not  provided,  the  result  i®  in®fflcient  op®ratica.    In  our  opinion,
e®r.1oug  losg  of  prof®e8]onal  morale  "3t  also  ocCuL-b®c&u8.  t,he  p®rson8
b®1ng  S".;®rvic®d  do  no+,  rerelve  the  type  and  quality  of  care  whlct,  the
profe8slonal  and  a,iminl8tratlve  std ff  could  glv®utnd  haow  they  co`ild
91v®-`mdcr  1'nproved  phygicnl  surroundlnf,a.    This  can  only  r®8`ilt  in
a  1®88en®d  quality  of  m®d]r:al  caLre  for  t,he  Hidlans  of  the  area.
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h  Ch®rok®®  Count}  alone  the  1960  Indian  population  v&e  about  18*
of  the  co`mtr'®  t,ottL1.    'w'e  arc  a.rlou®1y  conc®rn®d  itith  th.  probl-of
raielng th.  h®&lth  level  of the  Indian  popul.tlon  that  conprlse8  co  large
a  PaLrt  of  our  co`mty'.  p.ople.

W  ®am®9tly  .ollclt your  aipport  and  al.1.tanc. to  lneur®  tb.t
nothing  lrfeerf®r®8  iTlth  thos. noet  n.eded  hproveniente  to  the  I.hl.qu.h
hdlan  Ho®pltal.    It  would  b.  tr&gLc  lf  &dminl.tz.atlve  d®l&y8  cau..d
a  dlnlnutlon  of  the  T``.®d®d  care  to  thl8  grour`  of  citlzen8  who  ar.  in
8tich  \irgent  need  of  thl®  type  of  faclllty.

th.  P`Ibuc  Hedth  S®rvlc. h..  in the  p.et  .it®nded  ltnlf tnd®r
trying  clrc-ctaee®®  to  give  the kind  or qu&11tr car. nco...any  for
eh.co  p.opl. who  are  b&81ctl}y `jnabl® to  g.t  lt  .qr other `ny.

W.  .ppr.clate roar  con.1d.r.tlca®

rbr the Board of Oil.ctor.,

FZE*


