VICTOR WICKERSHAM COMMITTEE ON
6TH DISTRICT, OKLAHOMA ARMED SERVICES

Congress of the United States

PBHouse of Representatives
Washington, B. €.

Bpril 1, 1963

Honorable Mike Monroney
U.S. Senate
Washington 25, D.C.

Dear Senator Monroney:

Enclosed is a statement by Robert Burnette, Executive Director
of the National Congress of American Indians.

This is to inform you that I wholeheartedly endorse this
statement and send it to you for your review. I am presently
here in Washington on business and am writing this from the
office of Congressman Wickersham.

Sincerely,




STATEMENT
of
MR. ROBERT DURNETTE, EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
NATIORAL CONGRESS OF AMERICAN INDIANS
Before the
SENATE SUB COMMITTEE ON APPROPRIATIONS FOR INTERIOR AND RELATED AGENCIRS
MARCH 20, 1963

(In support of increesed Indisn Health Appropriatiens)

group concerned vith the welfure of Amsrican Indians. Our constitusncy
is represented by 76 different tribes from 18 states. My testimony
today is in support of the Division of Indian Health's 1964 fiscal year
sppropriaticns request. It is the deeire of ocur organization that
increagsed funds be made svailable for this important Indian progrem.

Your committee is aware from previous teetimony by Division of
Indian Health officials that approximetely 350,000 American Indiens

the
as high es all races dirth rete (42.2
1,000 compered to 23.7 for all reces of the U. 8.),
the Indian everage age at death is U2 compared to
62.3 for all U. B. rades.

2. The Indian infant desth rate per 1,000 live birthe
18 A7 compared to £5.7 of all U. §. reses and 19 ¢
oontributing factor %o the low averags age at death
of Indisns.

3. The postnscuatal desth reste



4. Other major couses of death among Indieans and Alaska
Natives are accldents, heart disease, influensa,
pneumonia, gagtroenteritis, enteritis, and tuber-
culoeis.

5. Nearly one-sixth of all Indian deaths in a year are
attridbuted to infectious disease.

6. The primitive sanitary conditions under vhich Indians
end Alagka Natives live are largely responsible for
the high disease rate and short life spen.

Despite the adverse health status of American Indiang and Alaska
Natives, encouraging progress has been demonstreted by the Division of
Indian Health since it assumed responsidility for the program on July 1,
1955. For exsmple, tuberculosis, vhich wvas formerly the number one
cause of death among the Indian people, nov ranks finth as a cause of
death. This clearly demonstretes that vhen adequate resources are
applied to a cocmmnicable disease, the health status of Indian people
and Alogke Natives can he improved through known curetive and preven-
tive measures.

I am certain thati Division of Indian Health officials have repor-
ted to you the high rabi of utilization by Indians in the Indien hosw
pitals, clinics, school health centers, and other facilities operated
in the program. The Inliza people are decoming increasingly avere of
the importance of bdoth freventive and curative services. We in the
National Congress of Am\t*ican Indians believe that greater resources
should be made eveilabley pserticularly in the preventive health activ-
ities of the Division sy that a greater impact might be made in reducing
1llness =nd death emong ur Indian people.

You and members ¢l this coomittee may be encouraged to know that
the tribal leaders and ok and file meubers of tribes have reactsd
very faversbly to the sunvices aveiladle under P. L. 86
tation Facilities Act. |le vere impressed with the fact that the total
Indian contributions teunird completed projects
one-third of the cost. |Y)¢se contributions have been in the form of
lebor, materials, and (N)plies. We also believe thet more adequate
funds should be made atilable for this important program because it
will have such a benefiiial effect upen the improvement of the health
of Indians and Alagka Wihives.

The Surgeon Gents//\"} Advisery Cammittes on Indian Health for
mmber of years has rwitswnded annual increments of §5 milliom for
Pivision of Indien Heullh's progrem activities which would provide for
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