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July 24, 1963

Mr. Levl Stevens, Chalrman
Tonkawa Indlan Tribe
Ponca City, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Stevens:

to Mr. Phileo Nash, a—tnlmofmlmof
relative to what you feel are injus to t
| appreciate very much your sending me a copy of tThi:

| will be interested in knowing what reply you receive from Mr. Nash
on this matter.




‘ Pm City, Oklahoma :
July 15, ey o

Hr. Phﬁ.ao Raah, Lo'mssicner

. 0? Indian Affairs

‘Bareau of Indiau Affairs
-’aashington 25, Ds Cs

e :Den- 51:-: Y i SRR ; ,
I an l.evi sum, Chaiyman o! the Tonkawa Tribo of‘ Indim, locatod in the'_ ;
 north central part of Oklahoma, My letter is in coneemn, not enly of my tride

of rnaiau-. but to all. Indinu who bo in mieet of m Prabluu in th:il area

‘ ﬂn& tribe in pu'tieuhr in t.hit mn I fool the ?ribql Go\mcil are not ,
- pe;-foming their duty to the benefit of the Indian tribe, also the Ar'a Director.

1 feel the tribal council of the Ponca Indians are not acting in the benefit of:.
;t.hciltribemmomoftfmwmamum71wuthemrthem :

:”"pnrtvof()klahm.' g

I fecl it is dy. du'by as a t.r'.lbtl leader to bring tni; pmblem to your :ttontmm

1 want to know why the BIA has not tnvestigated the 1ecation o’ road 611? furthur
; .bofm their approval is" put forth. e

TthcngaIMimtrtmyneighboringMbetotheeutofthe’ronkavatribe 
}or Inﬁiana. : : . : : :

e - Mr, Nash, wlmever t.ha t.ribal coungil makas a daaision, I fael the burm
: ';;of Indi.m Affairs should investigate problems a8 important as road 6117, ‘I fecl
' that in our mistakes, the Area Director should try to correct these mistakes.
- I have always been under thoyinjmuaiog that the Pureau of Indian af’airs wae train..
ed for problems such as this whenever the need was im order. I do lmow that the
: 'Ares Dﬁ;ractor dees alter many abaur pro’bha% auppoudly ta onr bensﬁt. S e

.’f. feel therc is a injm m ﬁhia ded.sion ‘on Road 6117 to the Fma mdiana. ‘
- The inurest of this case is of omcem of other Tadian tribes, vhomﬂ.ght gomeday -
meat. thc very samne problm. I uk a fair invcﬁigﬁioa be put forth on Road 6117.;

: ' The thaaannmtothe Penea Indiamasmo"myforatamtow{
”vroad ‘covering a total of eight miles, The fimst | miles is east of Mwy 77 in Kay

_ County, Oklahoma, Vhite Eagle Station Road 6113, I feel this first L miles isa

: juat dcciaim; Hy reaaons of thimd.ng a: juat dccia:!.m :lsg the fam to mrkct roa:! 5




Lsa A3,

g .’ : '
 fetter to Phileo Nachy Uomilssfener =2 oo 7/15/43
raiaea the value §f' the Imhanland and also there are many school children on”

' that road and the Indians land does have Indan homes losated on the propertys

2 /Thenextfoarmﬂea goes across My 77. This is whers I feel a injust = -
is located. The road 6117 is located one mile north of road 6113, Frem my under~
standing, the purpose of the money from PIA is for the benefit of the nm-_ta;a_blo e

e Indiana._’.

© . Toe year 1953 a resolution vas drawn wp for the purrose of inproving White
Eagle Station road 6113 adjeining Buy., 77. Also improving road 6117 west of the
highway four milese In 1953 there may have been Indians living on 6117, today
* theike is only one Indian allotment on 6117 and the Indian owners live on a north.
 and south all weather read sdjoining 5117, ‘There are 6 white familiqskonly on
6117, There are no Indisn children who eateh a bus to go to schosl on 4117, The .
- school bus was not using rosd 6117 until the project of flarm to moiket road was
nentioned a few weeks agoes . . s Gonlee il
. Road 6117 is located one ‘mile north of Rodd 6113, Road 6117 is an improved

sand road and is very passables Road 6117 goes four miles west and comes t0 a dead

- end road, Road 6117 comes to & dead-end yoad one mile east of tho Chickaskis river

One mile west of the banks of the chickaskia river there is a road coming to a
dead-end going south one mile adjoining rosd 6113, Road 6117 east of the 2
77, tiere is on: half a mile, Road 5117 east of highvay 77 will not be improved
in this project, but there are two fanilies of Indians and one of those families
do have echool c'ildrens That half mile would bemefit wore Indians than the L
miles west of highway 77.0 foad 6117 east of the highvay comes to a deadeend and
there is a creck and fwom this creek ba astiitois a mile from another road,

Road 6117, I fecl does not have the outlets on either end I feel roads should
have, White Dsgle Station road 5113 continues west past the highway 77, passes 6
Indian homes and is ainost impossi‘le to use when it rains, Road 6113 1s or was
unloproved until just a fews weeks ago. After the road commissioner of Kay County
ket road project, he did make some promises and put

some sand on helf a mile of road for the convenience of three Indian familbes.

~ Road 6113 is not only a benefit of Indians, bub to the benefit of may white
farmers and alsc oil Companies. oad 6113 is a rese to the County of Kay of
Oklahoma, Also 6113 leads to the city of Tonkawa, Oklbhoma, a small town west of

Ponca City a short cut rosd to Tonkawa from the muth of Pomea City, = .
80 keoping in mind the most logical place te put @ farm to market road at

this time for the benefit of both whites and Iniians I feel would be road 6113,
I an almost positive that if the County Commissicner of Kay County would choose
one of the two reads using tax payers money, 113‘w:;xﬂ.d“_be the road they would

. A 7

chooge I am suree PR R

ro Nash, there are 12 Indian childm 11'108 on yoad 6113 Who go to school
- and use the bus route to travel to Ponca City about 8 miles aways In the Conference
we bad with you in Ponca City, Oklahoma, we spoke strongly of edusation, = :



wh '.' / it S
Letter to krs Nash, cmsaim‘«---s e " o 7/15/63

Y lihen the snow malta or rd.ns com, t,hese chﬁ&m luve to ikt nﬂ.lea
_‘w cabch the bus at a bus route to schoole With this farm to market road thesa
ohildren would cat.ch tha tmz at thnir gnmo o

Hr. Wsim, .ﬂ. isn‘t efmn ﬂmt m Wﬁy cones along mh e
| ;thu, fhhst a madmhnthism lmlp mm, t!w!ndian peop&e. ey '

o My people have gzm tc the uhi‘:.aa eince Sine baga‘n. it han hurt ly Ihéian
people many times, but now I feel that the ﬁureau of 'Tm}{m Aﬂ‘airs should invqe.t-
'iatethiaroadproblen. : S LR : b

o The ‘Ponca Counei‘l and Area Mrector !mVe apuremd af road 61,:], the Ponoa
‘ Indiana -did not aporove of road 6117, only t ¢ council, now the Mca Ind‘iam mt.
toknowﬁ 'hamﬁaﬁmuwadhythanm.a_ f ;

Junelzth,l%B,amﬁngwaﬂladtodrmamluﬁimtommwad
: ‘6113, but the council called a meeting June 1llth ﬁth nut the knouladga of the
‘people and made t.he decision auch as ﬁs 18 nows . - : :

T aa a Mader th.ink thia 13 a viehtioa that ehmld ‘be tot be emapted.

: H:‘. Gomiaﬁw, omlesad with thin letter ia an addrass fw ﬂaleasa g
© Mareh u, 19633 Address by Phileo Nash, Commissioner of Indian Affairs, Department
. of the Interior, Sunday Evening torum, Tuscon,Arizena, mn 351963, 5 r

sr.coummm.mwmtonaw.mamls. :
'1963, 1tm*carnmuhh. M&Mwemmémvwm)~the cost.
‘malmostthcam. t :

m:'oummhuimruofmdianlmdmmﬁ&lBandlamehcol ;
childmmd ‘seven Indban hmes.;Qne, undre: mﬁtmtyaﬁrelefhadimwl&on L
Road 6117 and no Indian school chilc anﬂmm-am-fwrwhitermnes o
on 6117 - “igbtwﬂhfaﬂiuméﬂ3thabwmﬁdhmﬂtbythroaﬂ. i B

Thmky'ou.




