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I  nnlf ut  fft  roeelpt ¢f I rept¥  fpen  the nircau of bend #-nngemest,
ben.rtrmt ®f  the  *ftt€rlor,  r***tltt  to the prspcoed  regul*tlcoa
gevemf ng  the  free-u*.  cecosol  of petrtf lad `maed,    A cony ®f  that
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Society

A.a.   !iiELke   ifermoney
Senate  Office  Building
Washihgton  D.   C.

Dear  Sir:

The  Oklahoma  ELneral  and  Gems  Society  (sO7  members)   has  asked  that  I
write  you in regal.d  to  the  proposed rules  for  the  free  use  of  petrified
wood  ty  individtrals  under  tJublic  Law  98-713  as  Etublished  in  the  .iugust  3,
1963  issue  of  the  Federal Register.

Under  Rule`s  for  Collecting  Specimens,  w®  take  exception  to  rule  No.2  under
Section  259.67.    This  rule  states  that  the  maximum qtlantity  of  petrified

wood  that  any.  one  person  may  remove  is  ro  pounds  a  day.

We  behieve  this  rule  should  be  thoroughly  reccnsidered  and  altered.    Here
ar'e  several  reasons:   (i)   many  specimens  weigh  mush  mol.e  than  ]D  pounds  and
this  would  stop  the  f low  of  good  specimens  for  both  collectol`s  and  as
gifts  to  museums,  (2)   many  collectors  that  have  to  travel  several hundred
miles  would  have  to  give  up  the  hobby  if  unable  to  get  no  mol.e  than  ro  pounds
on  such  a  hang  trip,   (3)   this  could  easily  develop  a  llblack  marketM,   make  law
violator.i  and  destructors  or  law-abiding  hobbist  who  rill  now  spend hours
and  days  to  get  a  large  specimen  that  would  eventually  end  up  in  a  museum,
(4)  we  do  not  believe  it  is  the  intent  of  the  law  to  create  these  undesirable
elements  in  a  creative  hobty  or  to  do  away  with  a  hobby  that  is  healthful
and  instructive.    For  these  reasons  we  believe  the  rule  should  be  changed
to  "150  pounds  per  day  or  one  chunkn  which  would  not  seriously  limit  the
hobby  of  outdoor  collecting.

We  would  appreciate  being  advised,  at  least  through  the  mineral  and  gems
magazines,  any  Proposed  action  that  will  be  taken,  particularly  on  this
point  we  have  outlined.

Very  s='I. ncerely,

+ri..fro.,€.~,givcctderfe
L©oma  Carter,  Secretary
Oklahoma  Hflneral  and  Gems  Society
5702  N.   'rfu'.   32nd  Street
Oklahoma  City,  Oklahoma 73122
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®f  furtbef  tolp  *® |prm.
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UNITED STATES
DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR

BUF2EAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

WASHINGTON 25. D. C.

lN REPLY RE:FIR TO:

1761.2   (6.03b-3)

®CT 1  4 1963

Hon.   A.   S.   Mike  Monroney
United  States  Senate
Washington  25,  D.   C.

Dear  Senator  Monroney:

Because  of  the  intense  interest  which  has  been  demonstrated
in  the  proposed  regulations  governing  the  free-use  removal
by  amateur  rock  collectors  of  petrified  wood  from  public
lands  of  the  United  States,  we  have  prepared  a  brief
factual  account  of  the  background  history  of.  this  proposal
and  how  we  now  intend  to  proceed.     Ten  copies  are  enclosed.
Additional  copies  are  available  upon  request.

During  the  two  months  period  when  public  comments  concerning
the  proposed  regulations  were  invited,  August  5  to  Octo-
ber  5,1963,   the  Bureau  received  approximately  17001etters
from  individuals  plus  over  200  inquiries  from  Congressmen.

ifeyidftfftlfe4
Director

Enclosure
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MRS.  JOHN  P.  WARDEN
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