Py, Carruth J. Wagoer; Direstor January 16, 1947
Bureau of Hesich Sexvices, FHS, DEEW
THRE: Dr. Benjamin E. MeBrayer, Indian Health Area Director

and Dr. Epwin £. Rabeau, Director, Division of Indian Health

Suls Saltsmen Goodman, Area Public Information Specialist
Oklshoma City Indian Health Area

Formal Protest Concerning Disallowed Use of Travel Pund

Bacause during two past Ares sdministrations of Indian Health (namely,

those of I. J. Jarin, B. D. §., and Benjemin B. McBrayer, M. D.) there

has been 8 serious lack of appreciation for the value of consultant

Public Information Services, this protest is made by the Area Public
Information Specialist. It is to outline one specific instance, the
circumstances under which travel was doue by the Public Informetion Specialist
under "Authorization to Attend Nen-Govermment Spousored Meeting” (Form 99)
during travel fund curtailment, and the ioability of the Indian Health Area
Pirector to correct this when funds were made available and Travel Voucher
{Form 1012) was submitted for the travel.

buring November 1966 all travel funds were withdvawn from the accounts of
all Program and Branch Chiefs in the Indian Health Avea Office. This was,
all vere told, a Buresu of the Budget mondate and gemerally accepted.
Prioricy travel was outlined and Public Inforwation s.:vs.m activities
eliminsted if they required travel.

It was a wost crucial time for Indiavw Health. Avea Public Information
Specialist procesded with her work, traveled in good faith at her own expense,
convinced that the work was pertinently worthwhile even if there were no money
for it. She was willing to sign a vequest to travel at her own exponse if
this were necessavy to obtain permission of her Supervisor, the Indian Health
Arvea Director. The papers werve prepared by the Executive Officaer and signed
by both Area Public Information Specialist and Indian Health Area Director.

To July 1966 the amount of $600. had been sllowed and approved for Fiscal

Year travel of the Aves Public Information Specialist. Through Fovember the
recorded obligation had totaled $174., leaving balance of §426. The November
travel not submitted totaled $92. When on Deceasber 5 she was informed that
the sum of $150. had been granted for her travel for the balance of the year,
she promptly, Decesber 6, submitted Travel Voucher covering the $92., Wovember
travel to Tulsa and to Tahlequah Service Unit which she had done on her own.

Tais Travel Voucher was returned to her by the Indian Health Area Pirector
with & route slip notation: “This travel thet wes avthorised on a Form 99
(11=7-66) at no expense to government during a period when we were cospletely
rostricted frem travel. I bhave no asuthority te approve now.”

This is not to question veracity of IHAD, but to use this specific incident te
show the importence of this travel and seme of why the Area Public Information
Specialist thought that it was justified even {f she had to pay for it herself;
and vhy she in good faith submitted the Travel Voucher since there is a
balance beyond the amount required to cover her Wovember travel.
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Aves Public Iaformation Specialist had plasned November travel to provide

an exhibit at Oklshoma Health and Welfare Association conference; alse to help
with “Indian Breakfast,” an informational activity which is a part of this
sunual conference; and teo vork in the Tehlequaeh snd Claremore Service Units
contacting newspapers and also setting up publicity to esplain two programs
=== Hoalth Records end Nutrition and Dietetics ~-- in local newspapers and

in planned issues of “Talking Leaves,” the Area illustrated neswsletter for
tribal leaders, officials of related agencles, and interested PHS employees.

For tem years the office of Informstion Services has provided an exhibir for
Oklahoma Health and Welfere Association Conference, Most years these are in
Okklahoma City, and occasionally in Tulsa. The exhibits over these years

have portrayed the services of Nuvsing; Environmental Health (both Construction
and Services); Program Anaslysis; Health Records; Social Service, etec. ste.

Alse, at this conference there is an snnual informetional activity called
“Indien Breakfast.” At this sffair Bureau of Indian Affairs and Public Health
Service cooperate to inform the members of OHSN of the status of their sutusl
endeavor to serve Indians in health, education and welfare.

As a public information and public relstioms wehicle (integrated with ome of
the sost important conferences held in Oklahosm), "Indisn Breakfast” has
sexved these two agencies with high level professional communication at times
vory needful in Indian affairs in Oklahoma. November 1966 wes no exception, and
perhaps as crucial a pericd as Indian Health has had in its ten years' history.

For the first time a BIA official was Fresident of OHSN Associaticu. This was
Mr. Howard Walkingstick, BIA Director of Social Services, Ansdarko Area. He
neaded gubstantial showing of Division of Indian Health support and cooperation.
Also, Public Health Service was in need of sxtra awaveness on part of health
efficials of the special requiresents to qualify a social worker.
November “Talking leaves” hsd been adited particularly to point up the ways in
which Bureau of Indisn Affeirs snd Public Health Service cooperate to serve
Indians in a field such as fowmily planning.

The interest in the Indisn Health Medical Social Service exhibit during the
conference justified the planning and the work which bad gone imte it.

oW W W W - s e e e

While near the Tahlequah Sewvice Unit, the Area Public Ianformstion Specialist
pet up the groundwork for publicity vhich had been planned with Health
Records. The background for this type werk alse needs to be understood.

Tor some years the Aves Public Information Specislist has been cultivaeting
free-lance writers in communities where the nawspaper publisher, himself,
did not have enough interest. Over a period of time the publisher becomes
interested in Indian Health as articles appear in his own newspaper, written
by a local writer in whom he has confidence.

The custom has been to provide the free-lance writer waterials gathered

from the Avea Branch Chief and his or her ¥ashington headquarters counterpart.
With thess for study and background, sometimes with written cleaved state~
mants, the reporter approaches the Service Unit Divector st the PHS Indien
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Houpital to interview the Service Unit counterpart of the partieular
Branch. After the story is published in the lecal mewspaper, the
materials are reprinted in "PHS Personals,” mimeograph supplement to
"falking Leaves.” Soastimes a photograph and cutline ave provided in
this sanner for “Talking Leaves,” giving the nevepaper cradit. In this
way we explain programs with some veriety and with more credence than
when ths Agency attempts to do all of its own explaining of the Indiasn
Health programs.

In the Tahlequah section, the Area Public Information Specialist was working
with a free-lance writer samed Lovens Travis who writes for the Tehlequah
Star~Citizen. Hrs. Travis is the wife of Vaud Travis, Head, Scheol of
Education, Northeastern State Colbge. Materials were provided by Miss
Hargaret Lloyd, Chief, DIH Health Records, and Miss Tillie Rodgers, Chief,
Ares Realth Records Branch. Mrve. Travis has since interviewed Juanita Majors,
Health Records Librevian, Tshlequah, with the full suppert of Dr. EZmersoun O.
Farley, Service Unit Director. Her article will appear soom.

- O e W W e B R S W

Alse while in Tulsa we took advantage of opportumity to visit with the
publishers and reperters of both Tulsa World (A M) and Tulsa Tribune (P M)
Imdisn Health out of these newspapers on mstters having
Hational Congress of Americen Indians te Oklshoms
prior, Commissionar Bemmett of BIA
: Indian leaders. Ue had been able to
suswer questions of the reporters from the Oklahoma City papers so that unfair
th Service administration in Indian

it
iy
2

use of the travel fund for above purposes is the veql scbject of this protest.

Howaver, even wore isportant iz that Public Bealth Service should soon come to
grips with the need of a trained and experienced public information specialist
on the Indian Health team in the Cklshema City Ares. Exsminstion of the results,
whon the Area Public Information Specislist is encouraged to work in the best
way she knows how, will prove the point.

We will not here go iuto the disastrous results which can come when an Indian
Health Area Divector indulges in wvhat industrial editors would call “noun-valid
publications response rasearch’ with so consultation vhatscever on the part
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PES reorganization within the Department of Health, Education and Welfare
has contributed considerably te newspaper intevest, particularly when Indians
eriticize the Bureau of Indian Affaivs and Indian Health agencies. There is

It is not possible to report by clippings the sdverse criticism in newspaper
nor ime vhich has been aveided. Nor is this type of work
bast veported in writisg enless the Supervisor specifically requests that

g

Officer, sod almost ever simce, even with the coming of & vew I
Dirvector, the Public Information Specialist fumetion in
has been discredited.

Since the matter of travel voucher dissllowance i{s but ome of

conpultant services, we submit this detalled report of the
related public relations and public informstion activities on the specific
incident of the Travel Voucher that was disallewed.

:
=

Sula 8. Coodman
Area Public Information Specialist
Oklshoms City Indian Health Aves
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