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The  Honorable  Ovei``ton  James
6033  Glen¢ove  Place
Oklahoma  CiJULuy,   Oklahoma  73132

PHS  -  Indian  Health  (  Joha  Spaan)

Dear.  Governor  Overton:

Thank you very much  for  sending  us  a  copy of  the  Resolution

presented by ±rsc  our good friend,  Chief Harry  J.  W®

Belvin,  and  adopted  by The  Inter-Tribal  Counicil  of  the  Five

Civilized Tribes  incH  at  the  fifarch 2  meetirig  at Arpowhead Lodge.

We have  noted that anQtr7rfe an  original  of  the  resolution went

to  Dr.  Rabeau  and  that  copies  1,RTent  to  other  menfoers  of  the  OklahoHia

Edrc Congl.ess.i onal  delegation,  Secretary  Gardner,  members  of  the

House  SuTo-Cormdtbee  oH  Indian Affairs  and  Mti.  Belindo  of  the  Na-bional

Congress  of  Amer ican  Indians.

You  know. of  our  efforts  in this  ixportant  matter®    Chief  Belvin

and  I had  a nice visit  in ray office  about  it Tuesday.   We will  confiinue
do  everything  we  can  toThrard working  out  a

Hrfurtyr  satisfi`Lctory  solution.3dB=

fry warm personal  regards  and  bes-b wishes.

==_i-----_

Sincerely,

CA



The   INTER-TRIBAL   COUNCIL

of   the   FIVE   CIVILIZED   TRIBES

March  3,   1967

Honorable  Carl  Albert
House  of  Representatives
Washington,   D.   C.           20515

Dear  Mr.   Albert:

There  is  forwarded  to  you  Resolution  presented
by  Chairman,   Resolution  Cormiittee,  Harry  J.  W.
Belvin,  and  adopted  by  The  Inter-Tribal  Council
of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  in  special  session
on  March  2,   1967,   at  Arrowhead  Lodge,  near  Eufaula,
Oklahoma .

This  Resolutio`n  is  forwarded  for  your  consideration
a'nd  favorable  action.

Sincerely  yours,
•1'lfazzzj2:zz

Overton  James,  Pres
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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS,   the   fou`ndi'ng  fathers  held  the  rights
of  the  people  of  this  cou.ntry  so  sacred  that
they  i`n  their  farsighted  wisdom  saw  fit  to
embody  i`n  the   la'nguage,   "The  co`ngress   shall  make
'no  law  respecti'ng  the  right  of  the  people  peace*
ably  to  assembleg   a.nd  to  petitio`n  the  gover.nme'nt
for  a  redress  of  grieva`ncesg"  a.nd

WIIEREAS,   we,   the  members   of  The  I`nter-Tribal
Cou`ncil  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes   i`n  special
meeti'ng  assembled  at  Arrowhead  Lodge  `near
Eufaul`a,   Oklahomag   this   the  2'nd  day  of  March9
1967,   i.nterpret  the  above   la.nguage  to  i`nclude
the  I`ndia`n  people,   a'nd   from  this   assumptio`n  have
met  for  the  express  purpose  of  usi'ng  the  right  of  petitio'n  as  guara'n-
teed  to  the  citize`ns  of  our  cou`ntry  by  the  Co`nstitutio`n  of  the  U'nited
States;   that  from  time  immemorialg   it  has  bee`n  the  sad  lot  of  the
America'n  I'ndia'n  to  have  to  accept  decisio'nsg   programsg   a'nd  policy
maki'ngs  pertai'ni`ng  to  his  own  welfare,   as  ema'nati'ng  from  the  program
makers  without  co'nsultatio'n  with,   or  co'nse.nt  of ,   the  I`ndian  people,
a,nd

WHEREAS,   the  trial  a'nd  error  method  employed  i'n  the  past  that  has   to
do  with  all  phases  of  Ind±a'n  welfare,   a`nd  eve.n  his  very  existe'nce,
provides  stark  testimo`ny  to  the  colossal  failure  of  the  program
makers   i`n  reachi`ng  the  I`ndia.ns  because  of  the  simple  lack  of  i'nclud-
i`ng  them  as   a  vibra.ntg   1ivfi.'ng  part  of  the  scheme  to  make  them  ble'nd
i.nto  the  cultural  patter.n  surrou'ndi'ng  them,   and

WHEREAS,   the  programmers   i`nsist  with  u'nforgivable  short-sighted'ness
o.n  doi'ng  thi`ngs   for  the  I'ndia'ns  rather  tha'n  doi'ng  thi'ngs  with  the
I`ndiansg   a'nd  wherei'n  they  fail  miserably  to  u'ndersta`nd  that  the
I`ndia'ns  are  people9   too;   that  with  multiplied  decades  of  u'nrele`nti`ng
effort  o'n  the  part  of  the  program makers  to  k'nock  everythi`ng  that
is  I'ndia'n  out  of  the  I'ndia`ng  he  still  cli.ngs,   te'naciously  a`nd  without
Peers   to  his  pride  of  races  his   loyalties,  his   love  of  cou'ntry,   a'nd
his  surprisi'ng  determi'natio.n  to  survive  i'n  a  hostile  e`nviro'nme'nt,   a'nd

WHEREAS,   the  average   life  spa.n  of  the  America'n  I'ndia`n  approximates
two®thirds   that  of  the  ge'neral  populatio.ng   ye£Sj.i.n .addifio'n. to. the
ge`neral  health  services  available  to  all  America'ns9   i`ncludi'ng  the
I'ndians,   the  Divisio`n  of  I.ndia`n  Health,   USPHS,  mai'ntai`ns   a  sprawl-
i`ng  system  of  health  facilities9   i.ncludi'ng  I`ndia'n  Hospitals,   to
augme'nt  the  health  be.nef its  of  the  lndia'ns  throughout  the  U'nited
States;   that  with  all  these  facilities,   the  America`n  I.ndia'n  loses



o'ne-third  the  average  life  spa'n  of  the  ge'neral  populatio`n,   a  sad
corme'ntary  o'n  the  effective'ness  of  the  program  makers  who  co`nti'nue
to  program  for  program's  sake;   that  it  is  curre'nt  k`nowledge  that
the  I'ndia'n  Health  Program  i`n  Oklahoma  fi,s   the  poorest  of  a'ny  area
u'nder  the  jurisdictio'n  of  the  U®S.   Public  Health  Serviceg   a`nd
that  the  Assista'nt  Surgecm  Ge'neral,   Chiefs   Divisio`n  of  I`ndia`n
Health  has  averred  that  to  correct  this  situatio'n,  he  was  obliged
to  start  at  the  top,   a.nd

WHEREAS,  without  co'nsulti'ng  the  I'ndia'ns   of  Oklahomag   he  proceeded
to  makes  what  he  termed   lateralg   tra'nsfers  of  people  i'n  top  ra'nki`ng
positio`ns  evide'ntly  oblivious  to  the  co`ncept  that  I'ndia`ns  should
have  some  right  of  expressio.n  after  the  white  ma`n  has,   for  multi-
plied  decades  demo'nstrated  his  dismal   lack  ®f  un'ndersta`ndi`ng  of
how  a'n  I'ndia`n  thi'nks;   that  by  tra`nsferri'ng  the  Area  Director  of
I'ndia'n  Health  from  the  Oklahoma  City  Area  Office  to  a  top  positio`n
i'n  the  T^Tashi.ngto`n  Office,   the`n  tra`nsferri'ng   a  ma'n  from  A.nchorageg
Alaska8   a.n  old  buddy  a'nd  side  kick  of  the  Oklahoma  City  Area
Director,   to  the  Executive  Officer's  positio`n  i'n  the  Oklahoma  City
Area  Officeg  he  u'nwitti`ngly  failed  to  remove  the  fester  that  brought
about  the   critical  ill'ness  of  the  Oklahoma  I.ndia'n  Health  Program
i'n  the  first  place;  that  it  is   an  historical  fact  a`nd  ge`nerally
k`nown  that  it  is  a  racial  characte.rist`ic  for  I`ndia'ns  to  forever
distrust  those  who  have  i'ncurred  their  distrust;   that  by  the  same
toke`n,   they  will  trust  a  frie'nd  u'ntil  he  proves  he  ca`n'not  be
trusted,  co.nseque`ntly,   they  will  .not  trust  the  setup  that  will  leave
the  tra`nsferred  Oklahoma  Area  Director  of  I'ndian  Health  i'n  virtual
corma'ndg   the  thi`fig  he  is   fighti.ng  so  hard  to  achieve  throurgh  letters
attempt±'ng  to  allay  the  trepidatio'ns  of  the  I.ndia.n  people  of  Okla-
homa;   that  whe.n  E.   V®   Downi'ng  retired  as  Executive  Officer  of  the
Oklahoma  City  Area  Office,   December   30,   1966,   a`n  a'n'noun'nceme'nt  we'nt
out  that  applicatio'ms  would  be  accepted  until  Ja'nuary  14,   19679   and

WHEREAS,   Joh'n  Spaa`n,   who  ±s   already  with  the  Divisio`n  of  I'ndia`n
Health  i.n  the  Oklahoma  City  Area  Office,  made  proper  applicatio'n  i`n
dune  time,  which  was  refused  co.ns±deratio.n  because  the  lateral  tra'ns-
fer  of  the  A`nchorage  Alaska  ma'n  was   evide`ntly  made  te'n  days   or  so
before  the  deadli'neg   Ja`nuary  14,   to  become  effective  Apri.11,   19679
obviously  to  scuttle  the  applicatio'n  of  Mro   Spaa`n;   that  the  I`ndia'n
people  who  k.now  Joh'n  Spaa`n  trust  him  as   a   frie'nd   a'nd   as   a  workma'n
worthy  of  his  hire;   that  he  is  possessed  with  a`n  u.nsurpassed  dedi-
catio'n  to  the  I`ndia'n  Health  Program,  with  a  heart  for  the  u'nder-
priv±1eged  I.ndia'n,   a'nd  with  the  milk,  of  huma'n  ki'nd'ness  i'n  his  heart
so  .necessary  to  the  success  of  a'ny  program  desig'ned   for  people;
that  Joh'n  Spaa'n  is   sympathetic  to  their  `needs,   a.nd  that  he  k'nows
them  as  huma`n  bei'ngs   a'nd  `not  as  huma'n  gui`nea  pigs;   that  all  the  top
positio'ns  i`n  the  Oklahoma  City  Area  Office  are  bei'ng  filled  with
people  from  far  away  places9  who  will  be  i'n  positio'n  to  be  very
ame`nable  to  the  guidi`ng  ha'nd  of  the  Oklahoma  Director  of  I'ndia`n
Health  whe'n  he  assumes   o`ne  of  the  top  jobs   i.n  the  Washingto'n  office®
a,nd

WHEREAS,   ma'ny  of  the  I`ndia.n  leaders   of  Oklahoma  have  received
letters  from  the  prese'nt  Area  Director  of  I'ndian  Health  i.n  Oklahoma
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urgi'ng  them  to  be  pleased  with  the  .new  perso'n'nel,   people  whom
the  good  doctor  k`nows  perso'nally,   a`nd  who  will  do  a  ba'ng  up   job--
accordi'ng  to  this   judgme'nt--;   that   accordi'ng  to  the  chro`noELogical
order  of  his  letters9   they  were  timed  for  a`n  explicit  purpose;
that  he  is  fighting  with  a  pass±o`n  to  perpetuate  his  policies
(which  have  already  bee`n  do.ndem.ned)   through  his   former  associates;
that  it  is  this  type  of  arroga'nce  a'nd  i`nco'nsideratio`n  that  breeds
distrust  a`nd  suspicio'n  amo'ng  the  I'ndia`n  peopleo

NOW,   THEREFORE  BE   IT   RESOIjvED   that  weg   the  members   of  The   I'nter-
Tribal  Cou'ncil  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes  of  Oklahomag  predicat-
ing  our  right  to  petitio'n  upo'n  the  supreme  law  of  the  la'nd,   the
Co'nstitution  of  the  U'nited  States  of  America,  hereby  respectfully
pray  that  you  give  profou.nd  co'nsideratio'n  to  the  recitatio'n  of  our
grieva'nces   as  outli'ned  i`n  this  Res®1utio.n,   a`nd  that  our  recorme'nda-
tio.n  that   Joh`n  Spaa'n,   4905  NoWo   35th,   Oklahoma  City,   Oklahomag
731229   be  give'm  favorable  co.nsideratio.n  for  the  positio'n  of
Executive  Officer,   Oklahoma  City  Area  Office,  Divisio'n  of  I'ndia'n
Health,   U.So   Public  Health  Serviceg   to  the  end  that  he  will  be
placed  i`n  this  position  thereby  co'nvi'nci'ng  the  I'ndia'n  be.neficiaries
of  the  I'ndia'n  Health  Program  i'n  Oklahoma  that  they  are  bei'ng  co`n-
sidered  as   a  people9   a'nd  that   this  co'ncessio`n  has  bee`n  made  i'n
keepi.ng  with  the  justificatio'n  as  set  out  aboveo

BE   IT  FURTHER  RESOLVED  that   the  origi'nal  of   this   resolutio.n  be  se.nt
to  Dr.   E.   S.   Rabeaug   Assista`nt  Surgeo'n  Ge'neral,   Chief,   Divisio.n
of  I.ndia'n  Health,   Departme'nt  of  Health8   Educatio'n,   a'nd  Welfare,
7915  Easter`n  Ave`nue,   Silver  Spri'ngsg   Maryla'nd,   20910,   a`nd   that   a
copy  be  se'nt  to  the  followi`ng:

Each  member  of  the  Oklahoma  Delegatio`n  i`n  Co'ngress,
Washi'ngto'n,   Do    C.

The  Ho'norable  Joh`n  Gardnerg   Secretary  of  Health,
Educatio.n9   a'nd  Welfareg   Washingto'n,   D.   C®

Each  member  of  the  Hoarse  Subcocommittee  o'n  I'ndia'n  Affairs,
Wash±'ngto`ng   D.    C.

Joh'n  Beli'ndog   Natio`nal  Co'ngress   of  America`n  I'ndia'ns,
Washi'ngto'n8   D.   C.

Adopted  this  2'nd  day  of  March,   1967,   i`n  special  sessio'n  at  Arrowhead
Lodge,   `near  Eufaulag   0klahomao

Five  Civilized  Tribes  of
Oklahoma
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