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"Cultural  enrichment"  is  the  program`s  forml  title,  but  for  ninety

Indian  chl.1dren  it  is  a  vis`it  to  a  new world  that  until  now  was  confined  to
the  pages  of
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The  students  are  enrolled  in  Indian  boarding  schools  in Arizona  and
Oklahoma.    Through  prograns  d.eveloped  by  the  Interior  Department's  Bureau
of  Indian Affairs  and  funded  by  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and
Welfare  they will  visit  the  Nation`s  capital April  8  through  15.

One  group  is  a  a.horus  of  50  Navajo  children,   6. to  14  years  of  age®
They  attend  the  Teec  Nos  Pos  boarding  school  in  the  northeastern  corner  of
Arizona.    Well  known  in  the  Four  Corners  `area   (New  Mexico,  Arizona,  Utah
and  Colorado)   their  singing  began  as  a  method  of  teaching  Eriglish.    To
youngsters  who  knew  only  the  intricate  Navajo  language,   the  pronunciation
and  phrasing  of  a  second  language  --English  --came  easier  through-song
tlian  through  classroom  drills®

Their  audiences  in Washington will  be  the  children  of  District  of
Columbia  schools.    The  Navajo  chorus  will  perform  traditional  and  modern
American  choral  music  and  Navajo  chants  and  dances.

The  visit  to  Washington  was  made  possible  by  a  grant  under  Title  I
of  the  Elementary  and  Secondary  Education Act  which  assists  programs  designed
to  improve  children`s  understanding  of  the  world  beyond  their  own  horizonsr

ul3zerjr~__ch±]iitrEeec--Nosr-~fo`s~c-offi-e3-ff~om`. a  family  with  an  income  level  well
below  the  poverty  line.

The  Oklahoma  students,   ranging  in  age  from  12  to  18,  are  from  Seneca,
es  Acade

eand  Eufula  boarding  schools  operated  by  the  Bureau  of  Indiantrip  from  Oklahoma  to  Washington was  planned  by  and  flnanced  by
the  students,  who  sponsored  bean  dinners,  ball  games  and  archery  contests.
Churches  and  civic  groups  also  contributed  to  their  fund.

The `Oklahomaris  are  melhbers  of  the  Five  Civilized  Tribes   (Choctaw,
Chickasaw,  Cherokee,  Creek  and  Seminole).    Their  Washington  trip  is  just  one
of  several  accomplishments  achieved  in  the  first  year  of  a  Youth  Development
Project  financed  by  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare. .  Goal



of  the  program  is  to  help  students   learn  to  make  plans  and  liecisions  for
theme e lve s .

While  ln  Washington,   both  groups  will  meet  with  Robert  L.  Be[ir]ett,
Commlssloner  o£  Indian Affairs,   and  their  respect,1ve  C.ingressmen.     They  will
tour  the  White  House,   see  Congress  ln  action,   and  vlslt  the  tradltlonal
hlstorlc  sites  ln  the  Natlon'g  eapltdl.     In  addltlon,   they  hope  to  be
Spectators  at  a  tradltlonal  American  act±vlty,   a  major-league  baseball  gameo

Tha  Navajo  children  will  be  ln  Washington  from April  8  to   15;   the
Oklahoma  group   from April  7   to   11.
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