DEPARTMENT OF INTERIOR
INDIAN AFFAIRS

June 16, 1967

Mrs. Lucille Rossiter
1402 Trinidad
Dalhart, Texas 79022

Dear Mis. Rossiter:

Thank you for your letter concerning the per capita distri-
bution of the Cheyenne and Arapaho judgment award. I

had this issue up with the Commissioner of Indian Affairs
and for your information will quote his letter in part.

"We realize that there are many Cheyemne and Arapaho tribal
members, both on and off the former reservation, who are in-
dependent, seif-supporting, and able to handle an unrestrict-
ed per capita payment wisely. However, we are also aware that
there are many others who could benefit greatly from a planned
program for the use of a portion of their funds. For this rea-
son, in recent meetings with the Cheyenne and Arapaho Business
Committee, we have explored the possibility of distributing a
portion of each individual's share through a "family plan" pro-
gram, with the remainder to be distributed in a per capital
payment. We believe that a program of this type will permit
all the tribal members to obtain the greatest long-term bene-
fits from this judgmeht."

I certainly hope that the distribution of tribal funds can be
handled in a manner which will provide equitably for all con-
cerned. I understand further that whavever the distribution of
funds are handled it will not deprive those who are living out-
side of Oklahoma.

Sincerely,

CARL ALBERT, M. C.
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