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March 20, 1950 ' .
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Dear Friend:
_ i o e S W~ g : ,
Thie Leteap’ts %o affvfis yod B W 11T wnich T have Introduced |
SR : T ITENOT 20 S COMEMERUEOR -Of - e Aduiaid AP O e
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‘ndlane 'n Oklahoma, subject to m vote by the liviag emrollied
mer.cers. .

/u perhaps know that svery year, by reason of certain old treatles,

Congrese appropriates $10,520 to the Choctaw Tribe. Acearding to

the Treasury Department these appropriatiocns bave & lump sum valus

+ $3%0,666.67. My bill provides that the Goyegxpent will pay dgis .
amount in one lump sum to bé dimtributed per capita to the living

e Tlied members and the heirs of those who are no lomger living,

1f approved in a referendum. coe ‘

in other words, the bill does not require that this lump sum pay-
mrot be made. 1t simply provides that the question will be put to
o vote of the living enrolled members as was doné in conmection with
the sale of the coal and ssphalt lands. ' :

(¢ thue majority of the Indlans vote agalnst 1t, that will e ihe

eri of the mstter. If the ' _wptge for it t.hn? a Copgrecs- Mk
1onal  Apprapristion will b-%}?w per e&é‘&iaﬁr butlfq; as in@¥ ¢
sther per capita payments. '
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114 spprociate ary comments you might care to make regarding this
ALt er 5 '

[ can gver bde of iqﬂoo, ploase let me know.
Bincerely yowrs, ‘

Earll Qlbort

CA1h CARY, ALEERT, M. C, -
id District, Cklahoma




BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

April 24, 1967

Mr. James Benjamin
Route 3
McAlester, Okdshoma T4S501

Dear Mr. Benjamin:

Thank you for your letter inquiring about the final disposition
of the property of the Chéctaw Tribe.

The Act of August 25, 1959 (73 Stat. 420) as amended, provides
for such final disposition and for a per capitaldistribution of
the funds held by the United States for the benefit of the Choc~-
taw Tribe except the amount necessary for the operation of the
Choctaw tribal government until a legal entity is designated and
approved or until nine years from the date of the enactment of the
Act, vhichever is sooner. No decision has been made as of this
time to authorize a per capita distribution of the tribal funds.
The Bureau of Indian Affairs deems it appropriate to delay such
a distribution of the tribal funds until funds are received from
all tribal assets which are to be sold.

The formation of a corporate entity under Oklahoma Stage Law is
presently under consideration by the tribe and the Bureau of Ine
dian Affairs. The deadline for fomming the entity as well as for
complying with the other provisions of the Act is August 25, 1968.

As I am sure you know, if you have an inquiry concerning your per-
sonal claim, you may obtain information from the Muskogee Area Of-
fice of the Bureau of Indian Affairs.

I was happy to hear from you and hope you will let me know if I
can be of further services.

Sincerely,

CARL ALBERT, M. C.
Third District, Oklahoma

CA/Veck



April 18, 1967

Mr, Carl Albert

3rd District of Cklahoma
House of Representatives
Washington, D, Co

Dear Carl:

I have come across one of your letters of which I am
enclosing a copy of same,

This bill that you have intraduced has been some time in
the past, but I would like to know the disposition of this bill,

Is there any possibility of the Indians receiving any
Per Capita payments on this bill or any other funds that might be
set up for that purpose or appropated funds for the Choctaw Indians?

This bill to revise the ACT of Congress in 1959, to be
voted on by the Indians that are eligible to vote is not quiet clear
to me, ,

In what way will this bill help the Indians if it should
pass? And would it mean a financial help to the individual Indians
as to Per-Capita payments.

I think all of the Indians that I have talked to and
know personally desire to get any kind of payments that they are
entitle to while they are still living, since the youngest enrollee
is now past 60 years old.

When a vote is put before them they do not understand the
full meaning as to wheather they will benefit from it personallys
therefore many of them vote the wrong way as for individual benefits
are concerned,

I will appreciate any information on the above that you
can give me,

71 Yours truly,
et sz« C"/y"v ‘»“‘ﬁ-—r—-—»iy- \
; James Benjamin
: Full Blood Choctaw
R} #3, McAlester, Oklahoma 74501



302 West Willow
Durant, Oklahoma 74701
December 28, 1967

Honorable Ed Edmoundson
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C, 20515

Dear Mr. Edmondson:

I enclose copies of a proposed bill which would repeal the Act of
August 25, 1959 (73 Stat. 420) which provides for termination of
the Choctaw Tribe of Oklahoma.

The thousands of individuals who comprise the membership of the tribe
will be forever grateful if you will iatroduce this bill in the anext
session of the House of Representatives,

We request repeal of the Act of August 25, 1959 (73 Stat. 420)
because it is unworkable and because it will penalize the Choctaw
Tribe. The Act is unworkable because a curreat list of living
corporate stockholders cannot be compiled and maintained and the
tribal assets are insufficient to produce profits for the payment
of periodic dividends. The Act will penalize the Choctaw Tribe
because one-half of the Choctaw mineral iaterests will be forfeited
to the surface owners and unclaimed shares of individualized tribal
funds will escheat to the U. §. Treasury unless a corporation,
trustee or other entity is established under Oklahoma State law by
August 25, 1968,

A current list of stockholders cannot be compiled and maintained
because the heirs of many deceased enrollees are unknown, and the
value of their shares would not exceed the costs of probating their
estates. There would be 20,824 shares of stock allotted, one share
for each enrollee except Freedmen, Approximately two-thirds of the
enrollees are aow deceased, hased on experience with the 1962-65
Cherokee per capita payment. The last Choctaw per capita payment
was in 1952 at which time most of the heirship was brought up to
date., The heirs of eanrollees or heirs deceased siuce then are
unknown execept for those who had estates which were probated in
County courts,




The Act does not provide for determination of heirs of stockholders
by the Secretary of the Interior or by the corporatioa. The County
courts or probate courts would have authority to do this at the
request of an heir or a creditor., The court costs would, in most
instances, exceed the $72,00 estimated book value of a share, thus
there would be no iancentive to initiate a probate case to determine
the ownership of a share, The book value of a share wes computed

by estimating the value of 9,000 acres of land at $675,000, adding
$835,000 tribal funds ian the U. 8. Treasury and dividing the total
by the number of shares. In many ifastances oune share would be owned
in undivided interests by several heirs., Eveatually, there would not
be enough stockholders known to constitute a quorum (1/10) at a
stockholders meeting.

The annual income on tribal property for fiscal year 1966 and 1967
was as follows:

F. Y. 1966 - s "9.653027
(Includes $26,776.57

Interest earned on

Treasury deposits;

excludes $17,298,50

proceeds of land sales)

F. Y. 1967 - s 57.300.54
(Includes $10,801,.28

interest earuned on

Treasury deposits;

excludes $28,557.60

proceeds of land sales)

The expenses of the proposed corporation would include salaries and
expenses of five officers, per diem and expeunses of at least seven
board members, taxés, expenses of compiling and maintaioing a voting
list of stockholders, notifying and holding meetings of stockholders,
utility expenses and miscellaneous expenses, It is counceivable that
the expenses would exceed the income and periodic dividends could not
be paid to stockholders.

Although it would not be feasible to organize a corporation, the 1959
Act requires that action in order to avoid loss to the tribe. Section
1(a) of the Act requires the Secretary to convey one-half of the tribe's
mineral {nterests to the surface owners unless a legal entity is formed




by August 25, 1968, Section 12(b) requires escheat to the United States
of unclaimed shares of individualized tribal funds unless a legal entity
is formed by August 25, 1968,

There are some 90 tracts of tribal land or interests therein to which
there are adverse claimants, Titles to 125 tracts have been resolved
but additional time will be needed to complete action on the remainiag
90 tracts, I believe that according to the Act the Secretary could

not make a conveyance of aay tracts not having clear title. Under these
circumatances, the tribe wmight lose whatever interest it had in such
tracts after August 25, 1968,

Another area in which the tribe and its members might lose uanless the
Act is repealed is the housing program., There is a great demand for
improved housing in the Choctaw country. Applications are in process
for 246 mutual help houses and 229 low rent units, 8o far, applications
have been approved for 45 mutual help houses and 30 low rent units, I
believe that after August 25, 1968, unless the 1959 Act is repealed, the
tribe would not be eligible to sponsor additional housing through its
housing authority, This situation would leave a great need unfulfilled.

Appointment of a trustee on or before August 25, 1968, would avoid the
loss to the tribe of mineral interests and unclaimed fuunds. Such action
would not make the Choctaws eligible for revolving credit or further
housing and would not provide authority to determine heirs,

It would be more feasible to repeal the 1959 Act and to dispose of tribal
lands and mineral iaterests the tribe does not wish to keep under authority
of the Act of April 26, 1906 (34 Stat. 137). Authority is not needed to
dispose of lands acquired since 1906 as such lands which have not heretofore
been conveyed would be retained by the tribe.

The Tribe wishes to preserve the historic 0ld Choctaw Capitol and grounds
not oaly for the benefit of Choctaw members and descendants but for all
persons who are interested ian American history. Possibly, the Capitol
could at some time be designated as a national monument,

The tribe also wishes to reserve other property sufficieant to provide an
income to maintain its property and to pay the expenses of tribal meetings
and tribal officials.

Repeal of the Act would be in accord with the majority opinions expressed
in the 1966 and 1967 opinion polls. Repeal would also restore the
privilege of the tribe and its members in obtaining loans out of the
Federal revolving credit fund administered by the Bureau of Indian
Affairs.




I am requesting Senator Monroney to introduce a companion bill in
the next session of the Senate,

Sincerely yours,

Harry J. W. Belvin
Principal Chief
Choctaw Tribe




A BILL

To repeal the Act of August 25, 1959 (73 Stat. 420), as amended,

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the

United States of America in Co.gress assembled, that the Act of
August 25, 1959 (73 Stat. 420) and its amendments, the Act of August 24,

1962 (76 Stat, 405) and the Act of August &4, 1965 (79 Stat. 432), are

hereby repealed,
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