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On  September   10,1962,   the   Indian  Claims   Colrmission  awarded  a  none.y
judgment  of  $3,913,000   to  the  CreeL'.  Natioii,   pl.`+!intiff ,   ail.d   the,  Creek
Nation  e.ast  of  the  Mississ]..ppi,   plaint]..ff  by  interventic]n..     The  award
became   final  on  October   16:   1964,   when  the  Ui`Liti-,d  States  Supreme   Court
denied  a  request  to  review  the  case.

The  award  represents  acl`diLional  payflient  fo.i~  al.most  nine  million  acres  of
land   in  Alabama  and   Geor.g±.a  ceded  to  tile  Uriited  States   under   the  Ti.eaty
of  August  9,   1814   (Fort.  J-ackson  Treaty}.

031  April  30,   1965,   Congress   appropriated   fur.ds   to  pay  the  award.     The
attorney  fees,   expert  witness   fees.ap.cl  expenses,  which  were  allowed  by
the  Indian  Claims   Comm]..ssion,  Wash].`ngton31).   Co,   in   the   total  amount  of
$435,435.43,   have  been  paid  out  of  the  a.wa.i`d  a.£jpropriationo     The  balance
of  the  funds  is  ea-rniil.g  iuterest  but  cannc>t  be  distributed  until  Congress
enacts  legislation  for  that  purpose.

A  proposed  bill  to  provirJ.e  for  distribution  of  the  funds  was  subiiiitted
to  Congress   on  Se.ptember  11,   1967,   by  the  Secretary  of  the  Inr.a.rior.
The  bill  provides  for  preparation  of  a  new  payment  roil  and  distribut:ion
of  the  funds,   includ]..ng  interest,   less  admini,strative  expenses,   to  those
enrollees  in  equal  sha.res®     To  be  eligible  for  the  new  roll,  an  applic.ant
must  have  been  living  on  the  date  of  the  cOct3   and  h]'.s  nalne  or  t.he  name  of
a  lineal  ancestor  must  ha`ve  been  listed  on  one  of  several  specified  docu-
ments ,

After  the  necessary  legislation  is  enacted  by  Congress,   this  office  will
handle  the  enrollmelir..     Net.^7s  of  the  eni-ol]ment  will  be  released   to  news-
papers  and  other  nei`,.s  media.     Applicatioli  forms   for  each  pL`rson  who
wishes  to  be  enrolled  will  be  issued  free  of  charge  upon written  or  oral
request®    Applicants  will  be  required  to  trace  their  ancestry  to  the  pefson
through  whom  they  are  claiming  eligibility.    This  must  be  done  through
birth  certificates  or  other  documentary.evidence  such  as  probate  orders,
death  certificates,  Bureau  of  Indian  Affairs  records,  school  records,
baptismal  certificates,   and  U.  S.  Census  records.    Any  evidence  submitted
will  be  considered®



The  bill  which  was  submitted  to  Congress  for  docket  21  funds  has  not
yet  been  introducedo    We  expect  that  it  will  be  a  year  or  more  before
Congress  passes  the  bill®
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The  Indian  Claims   Commission  awarded  a  morley  judgment  of  $1,037,414o62
to  the  Creek  Hation  of  Oklahoma  on  August  17,   1966o     The  award  was   for
additional  payment  for  2,037,414.62  acres  of  land  in  Oklahoma  which  was
ceded  under  the  Treaty  of  August  7,   1856,   to  the  Seminole  Nation.

Funds .were  appropriated  by  Congress   in  payment  of  the  award  and  are
earning  interest.    An  attorney  fee  of  10%  has  been.allowed  by  the
Indian  Claims  Corrmission  and  will  be  paid  out  of  the  award.     The  funds
may  not  be  distributed  until  Congress  enacts  the  necessary  legislationo


