Indian Affairs -

December 7, 1067

The Honorable A, P. Matthews
P. 0. Box 56
Hugo, Oklahome Th7L3

Dear Mr. Matthews:

I asppreciated very much your recent letter in which you endorse
the proposal written up in e recent issue of the Hugo Daily News
of an Indian center in Hugo.

We had delayed replying in the hope we might locate a clipping of
this article. We have not been able to do so, but we resall reading
the article and are happy to have your letter expressing the hope
that this proposal can become a reality.

We are placing your letter in our active files and will certainly
be in contact with you if we feel there is something you can do to

help.

I share your high regard for Mrs. Jefferson. As you point out, she
has long sought a center for Indians at Hugo. We, like you, want to
do everything we can to help meke this dream come true.

Our best wishes.

Sincerely,

CARL ALBERT, M, C.
Third District, Oklahoma
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A. P. MATTHEWS

Justice of the Peace, Jeter Township
Choctaw County

P. 0. Box 56 — Phone FA 6-2981
HUGO, OKLAHOMA 74743

Nevember T4, I967

fen. Carl Albert

Cengressean 3rd Distriet of Oklahena
Heuse Offiee Building

Weshingten D, C.

Dear Congressran Albkert.

A wenth er twe age the Huge Daily News esrried @ rather lengthly item en &8 its
frent page in whieh it was releted that seme Governmmental Ageney had under eensiderstien
the advisability of BEXYLREKEXXXZ estakliching & cerprebensive Indian REEERRESRETHRIRGEILL
IXZRKZELIARIAREIR X Health Center here im Huge, Oklahema. In adcitien te what was purperte
te ke selid news about this matter the nespaper item left the impressien ( 8s I nevw reeal
) that it was ineumbent upen every ene whe might e interested im the estsklishment of
sueh @ Health Center er -erbaps it was termed a Mediesl Center. Te get busy and write
letters or etherwise eontaet the preper Autherities and urge the neecessity ef the Center.

Cengressefin Albkert I ean think ef nething that would we eof a8 much benefit te eur
Indien peeple as weuld the establishment of sueh a Health @enter. The vast mé jerity of
our Indians are medieslly indigent therefere they ean net @y for sdequate private
REXTEXLZEBERIRE medic® ]l services. L knew full well tlBt medieslly indegent Indisns ean
go te our State and Ceunty Health Departments and ebteain the sare serviece that is aveil-
able for ether indegent gersenshut a life time of ekservatien senvinees we that they will
not de it. This eonditien dees net arize because of IRBEBERE crny inherent obstinaey enm
the part ef the Indisns but rather kecause ef their inherent shyness sand disinelinatien
te go any place vhere there is any shadew e¢f deukt akeut the quality ef their weleowe.

Ide net new ree@ll if it was the Bureau of Indisy AffEirs ¢f the Deptrtrent of
$re Interlor er the UsS. Publie Fealth Serviee of the Departwent of Health, Euestien
and Welfare or perhaps sere sther Prongh ¢f eur Federal Geverrrent which is supresed te
have under eommsiceretion the sdvisakility er the inadviealility of esta blishing sueh a
l'ediezl Center but wheever it is thot TEZZPEEESARIEIZETEZERZEREIX ZLERZZRXARL ZZIZJLEXIRX
has the §2BLLZEZELBLBE responsikility ef making the final deeision has my earnest prayers
that they do esta®lish the Center €5 deseribed in the Huge Daily News.

I was ree-ntly appreached ky l'rs, Wallzee Jefferson of Huge, Oklahewa and &sgked
te sign seme perfeetly ®lank papers whieh she said would subsequently be properly headed
as %n endersexent of the prepesed Center. And that the then preperly headed papers weuld
ke sent to you ameng others wher she mentioned. "hen I demured te placing my sigmature
on any kind ef Wlank piper but premised te write you myself im behalf ef the Cent erBE&S,
Vrg, Wllaee infermed ve that my sigmature on & private letter would net have as muech
value as REXXFXERXIBXBEXERIKEK vould my signature on her paper. Therefere on the ghange
that there may be seme shadow of validity te her eentention. When &nd if the papers whieh
%yﬁh&s is preperly hetded I will Weg her te allew me to sign them yet. When I teld Nrs,

aece that 1 weuld send her a eo of whatever letter I should i
ghe told me not to kother about ttgl s she was neo nterest:g "rite yeR ok 3he Mmiter
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and that my letter te you weuld de her ne geed.
Jeffergen
i do not knew if this letter will de ¥rs, WEXXXEX =sny geod cr net kut fer her
venefit I would like te std8te that it ie my understanding that she has spent eensidersdle
tire and effert in behalf of this econtemplated Indisn Health Center, If it ever becoxes

& reality she may rightfully elaim te have had a part inm sreating s f verzble public
epinien en the métter.

krs, Jeffersen , like myself, is net an Indian she, like myself, is the spouse
of an Indian and the parent eof indian ehildren. I Welieve that her interest in the welfére
of Indians generaly is a sineere and heartfelt interest, That her interest in the general
welfare of loeal Indisns is , im my epinien, seecondary to BRBZ her everriding primary
legitimete ether interests dees net zlter the fzet thet she is EBXEEEXX interested and
thet her IBZZBZELBAXZXZ interest is, in the mein, a wholeseme interest.

Cengressran Albert if there is any persen that I esuld write to or any sgeney
that 1 eeuld eontact or any enes Petitien that 1 eould sign or sny thing tvet L ean de
to help promote the establishrent of the Indien Health Center.

Please let me knew

Sineerely Yeurs

A \M)h"{ A
A@Mtthevs Lot

ee to I'rs, Wallaee Jeffersen.
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