
C0NGRESSW0MA!`}   B0GGS,    PRESIDEr`!T   FnRD,    i-JIAjoRITV

LEADER   "ANSFIELD,    SENATOR   BROOK.E,    !htlEM.BER§   OF   THE   JOINT

BICENTENNIAL   CO.MMITTEEj    AND   FRIENDS:

THE    IDEA    FOR    THIS    CEf.,!TENMIAL   SAFE    CAME    {rJTo   BE!Fiu:G

THROUGH   THE   VISI0Nj    CREATIVITY   AND   HARD   WORK   0F   A   RE!*iARKA.Elf

WOMAN   --#tENA   #Elm#i.       INDu§TRIO!js,    pATRIOTlcj    THE   wlBOw

OF   A   CIVIL   'i'.,,!AR   VETERAN,    MRS.    T}EI"   SnuGHT   Tn   LIFtjK   THE

ANNIVERSARY   OF   THE    FIRST   HUNDRED   YEARS   0F   0UB   C0uMTRYf s

HlsTORy   wlTH    ITs   E}:PECTED   P3ICEih#:TENNIAL   CELEBRATlor¢    IF!   i.975.

TODAY,    HER   DREAMS   BEcopr!E    A    REAL!TYE

THE    CENTE}.{!i..!IAL   StAFE   WAs    FIRST   or`!   DlspLA.y    "

PHILADELPHIA    Iri   i875g       A,FTER   THE   ExposlTION   wAs   OVER,.    THE

SAFE   WAS   MOVED   T0   THE    i+}lITED   STATES   f,A€PITOL.       FOR   A   TI!'.'1.Ej

IT   WAS    0N   DISPLAY   HERE    IN    STAT!JARY   H*A.LLS
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THls,    OF   couRSE,   WAs   THE   LocATION   oF   THE   0Ln

iiousE   0F   REPRESENTATIVE.S   C!lA.iv.!BERS   FROM   18$7   T0   lp!578

i+ERE,    HENRy   CLAy   AND   jr"ES    K.    Folk,    PRESIDED   AS   SpE.A.KERS,

IHEREj    DA,!`]IEL   WEBSTERj    AND    LATER   +„fiBRAHARE    LINCOLgiv!j    SERVEH

AS   OBSCURE    P\EPRESE}`jTATIVES;    EACH   DESTINED   T0   ACHIEVE   A

M.UGH   GREATER    FAME3         IT   W..as    In;    THIS    CHA.r+iBER   THAT   JOH?i    SLilf\c!cV

AbAMs   WAs   cHosEN   As    PREslDENT   OVER.   ilf..lDRE!fy   JACKsor\!    IN   1825

WHEr¥!   THE   ELECTION   WAs   THRowN    INTo   THE   !iousE   oF   P`EPRESEr#Th-

TIVEs.        H.EREj    THE    AG}i*jG    !Q!r3AMs,    ENDlf`jG    Hls    BRILLIA.}`!T   PijBLIC

CAREER    ]f``j    THE    §ca:OUSE,     SLjFFERED    HIS    FATAL    STROKE.

pERHAps   A   FEi,ply   OF   .,A-."Ms.'    cOLLEAGUEs   suRv{vED   in   gf~

INCLllDED   AMONG    THE    5*!3    LEADING   .MEN    0F    THE    +.i,AT{OF`!    WHf}§E

PHOTOGRAPHS   A.Iil}   SIGi`iATURES   WERE   PP.ESERVE.I)    "   THIS    SA.FE.S

ALB!Jiyl.S,

CLEARLY,c    MOST   0F   THE   i-1EM33.EP„S    0F   THE   4#TH   €OhilGRE§§j

wHo   SERVED   FROM   1875   in   1877,g    WERE    I}ijcL!jnEn    li`!   THESE   ALB!JMsj

ABOUT   T0   BE   0PErdEP   FOR   THE    FIRST   TlrrlE    Igiv!   i.nil   YE,-ftRsg

SiA,MUEL   J.     RA}L!DALL   oF    PEP.t!NsyLVAN}A   HAD   JijsT   BEG!j,h>!   THE    FlpsT

oF   THREE   TERMS   AS    SpEAKER   0F    A.   293_I..,:Etfa,]BER    ;_:a,jsEf:    THOMAS

i.... t!f,     FERRy   oF    !it¥!ICHIGAN    sER\.JED   As    PREslDENT    PE!.a   TE.ripoRF.    oF

A    7S+®,]E;iv,:BEE    SENATE e
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'tslnE    FP`0S¢1    THE    SMALLER    SIZE    Ai`SID   r.`mp`E    L!f.1ITE.n

SESSI0Nsj    F!OUSE    AND   `f}EF\!ATE    DEBATE    A    CEF`!T!JRY    AGO   WAS    NOT

THAT   MucH   DIFFEREf`jT    FRO§h,1   fogiv!TEMpORARy   for.¥'Gp`EssEs.        TURh!ING

BA.cK   THE   cLOcKj    lfln   yEARs   AGO,.    Op.!E   woijLD   FIND   THE   riousE

CONSIDERING    A    LEGISLATIVEj    EXEC{jTI\JE   Ah!D   `jl,jD{CIAL

£'ippROPRIATI0NS   BILL:    THE   SE!.lATE   TAKli`!G    'JP    S!J*JDRY

PRINTING   COSTS   0F   VARI0tJS   DEPARTMEP!T§   OF   THE   FEDERAL

GovEp`i`!MF.n!T.

rjLIVER    !f.±j!EN.T}ELL    !ioLMES    0INCE    REMARKED:        JL+rH|ST0R}C

CONTINUITY   WITH   THE    PAST    IS    ?.*'OT   A   D!JTYj     IT    IS    ONLY   .4

r\!ECEsslTya"       !RiRs.    nF.IrlM   WolJLri   HA\/E    ECHnEn   THAT   SE?tJTIMEr,!T€

THA!!KS    T0    HER    SPLEfjE}I.T!    EFFnRTsj    WE    ARE    0r.!CE    A.GA`}*frl

REMlfulDED    0F    0tjR    PRECI0LIS    HERITA.GE    AND   0F   THE.    DEDICA,.T{Ot`!

OF    S0   MAti!Y    PEOPLE    },4{H0    HAVE    CO?®`!TRli2IJTEP   T0    0!JP\    CO!J?`!TRY'S

FREEDOM,    sTRENGT!i   AND   pp`OspERITy   --293n   yE.ARs   AGoj.    Im

YEARS    AG0j     ASiD    rng'OW,



REMARKS   0F   SPEAKER   CARL   ALBERT

U.S.    HOUSE   0F   REPRESENTATIVES
OPENING   0F   THE   CENTENNIAL   SAFE
STATUARY   HALL,    UDS.    CAPITOL
July   i,1976

Congresswoman  Boggs,   President  Ford,  Majority  Leader

Mansfield,  Senator  Brookeo  Members  of  the  Joint  Bicentennial

Committee,  and  fri.ends:

The  idea  for  thi.s  Centennial   Safe  came  into  being

through  the  vision,  creativity  and  hard  work  of  a  remarkable

woman  --Anna  Deihm.     Industrious,   patriotic,   the  widow  of  a

Civil   War  veteran,  Mrs.  Dei.hm  sought  to  l1.nk  the  anniversary  of

the  first  hundred  years  of  our  country's  history  with  its

expected  Bicentennial   Celebration  in  1976.

Today,   her  dreams  become  a  reality.  .

The  Centennial   Safe  was  first  on  display  in  Philadelphia

in  1876.     After  the  Exposition  was  over,   the  safe  was  moved  to

the  United  States  Capitol.     For  a  time,   i.t  was  on  display,  here,

in  Statuary  Hall .
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This,  of  course,  was  the  location  of  the  old  House  of

Representatives  Chambers  from  1807  to  1857.     Here,  Henry  Clay

presided  as  Speaker.     Here,  Daniel   Webster,  and  later,  Abraham  Lincoln,

served  as  obscure  Representatives,  each  destined  to  achieve  a  much

greater  fame.     It  was   in  this  chamber  that  John  Quiney  Adams  was

chosen  as  President  over  Andrew  Jackson  in  1825  when  the  election  was

thrown  into  the  House  of  Representatives.     Here,  the  aging  Adams,   ending

his  brillian  public  career  in  the  House,  suffered  his  fatal   stroke.

Perhaps  a  few  of  Adams'   colleagues  survived  to  be  included

among  the  500  leading  men  of  the  Nation  whose  photographs  and

signatures  were  preserved  in  this   safe's  albums.

Clearly,  most  of  the  Members  of  the  44th  Congress,  who

served  from  1875  to  1877,  were  included  in  these  albums,  about  to

be  opened  for  the  first  time  in  loo  years.     Samuel   I.   Randall   of

Pennsylvania  had  just  begun  the  first  of  three  terms  as  Speaker  of  a

293-Member  House;   Thomas  W.   Ferry  of  Michigan  served  as   President

Pro  Tempore  of  a   76-Member  Senate.
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Aside  from  the  smaller  size  and  more  limited  sessions,

House  and  Senate  debate  a  century  ago  was  not  that  much  different

from  contemporary  Congresses.     Turing  back  the  clock,loo  years

ago,  one  would  find  the  House  considering  a  Legislative,  Executive

and  Judicial   Appropriations  bill;   the  Senate  taking  up  sundry

printing  costs  of  various  departments  of  the  Federal   Government.

Oliver  Wendell   Holmes   once  remarked:     "Historic  continuity

with  the  past  is  not  a  dutyo   it  is  only  a  necessity."     Mrs.   Deihm

would  have  echoed  that  sentiment.     Thanks  to  her  splendid  efforts,

we  are  once  agai.n  reminded  of  our  precious   heritage  and  of

the  dedication  of  so  many  people  who  have  contributed  to  our

country's  freedom, strength  and  prosperity  --200  years  ago,loo

years  ago,   and  now.


