
IN REPLY REFER TO:

Office of Indian

Education Programs

United States Department of the Interior

BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFAIRS

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20242

Honorable Dewey F. Barヒ1e亡亡

Uni亡ed S亡ates Sena亡e

Washington, D.C.　20う10

Dear Senator Bartle仁亡:

「亡B5　録榊

The encIosed report provides information on developments

Pertaining to the future use of Intermountain School. We

appreciate your interest in this matter.

Sincerely yours,

Commissioner of Indian Affairs

Enclosure



工N冒ERMOUNTA工N SCHOOL

S亡atus Repor仁　from亡he Cormissioner

February l, 1974

なhere have been repor亡S亡ha仁工n亡emoun亡ain School migh亡be

Closed a亡∴仁he end of the curren亡SChool year, in June, 1974.

畢生些吐出haDoe叫工have ln8亡ruc亡ed the Nava」o Area

DirecCor∴亡O Plan to continue the opera亡ion of　亡he school at

leasc chrough亡he 1974-75 school year for∴re亡uming junior

and senior s亡uden仁s.

A nuI心er of persons representing亡ribal or inter一亡ribal

Organiza亡ions have urged亡ha亡　工nヒermountain be utilized as

ah inter一亡ribal or all-亡ribal schooI of some sott.　工intend

to give亡hese and other recormenda亡ions abou亡the possible

use of this facili仁y full and serious considera仁ion.

The que8tlpnl however’CamO仁be -Slmply lIwould it be de8ir-

able to have工n亡ermoun亡ain provide an al亡ema亡ive 8ChooI

PrOgram仁O仁hose already available for工ndian people?ll

Since che BureauIs educa亡ion budge亡is no仁unlimi亡ed’ COSt

fac亡OrS Obviously have　亡O be considered. De亡ermina亡ion of

the number of s亡uden亡S Who would need and actua11y use the

scふoI would be a critical point be。a.Se Of the large size

¥

Of the In亡emoun亡ain faciliCy・曹he impact on o仁her exis仁ing

schooI programs also has to be s亡udied. Would keeping工n亡er-

moun亡ain open mean that o亡her schooIs would have　亡O be cIosed?

There are clearly nany ques亡ions　仁hat need亡O be asked and
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answered to clarify the priori亡ies of　工ndian communi亡ies and

亡O judge the feasibility of any new program at工n亡ermoun仁ain.

冒his pas亡December,工announced my in亡en仁ion亡O fom a　亡ask

force, COmPOSed of Bureau and non-Bureau persomel, tO亡hor-

Oughly explore all possible uses of仁he　工ntemoun亡ain facili亡y●

Before亡his亡ask force could be fully formed and activa亡ed,

it was recommended　仁O me　亡ha亡　this study be made by an a11-

工ndian group composed of represenヒa仁ives of national and

re.gional工ndian organiza仁ions.曹here is no ques亡ion in my

mind that∴亡here needs to be non-Bureau工ndian represen亡ation

On　亡his　亡ask force　一一　and ex仁ensive consul仁ation wi亡h　工ndian

PeoPle and organizatlon8.工also see advantages, however, in

having 8Ome Of ny own s仁aff people invoIved in亡his work and,

because of亡he U仁ah cormunityIs interes亡in工n仁emoun亡ainl a

represen亡a亡ive from亡ha亡Sta亡e.工expect to have the opportunity

Very Shortly to discuss wi亡h　§Ome Of　亡he　工ndian leaders who

recommended an a11一工ndian group　ヒhe make-uP and work of this

亡ask f〇着ce.

工Å亡 亡O mOVe ahead wi亡h this s仁udy because planning亡ime will

be required to implemen亡any decision亡hat i8皿ade.
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冒he Honorab|e Dewey F. Bart|ett

United States Senate

Washington, D.C.　20510

Dear Sir;

工WaS informed by Senator冒ed MossI office this morning of

B工A Cormissioner Morris曹hompsonls |etter regarding工ntermountain

schoo|. Comissioner曹hompson stated that工ntermountain Schoo|

wi|l remain open unti| June 1975. Enro||ment could fa|| to

350　next year・

On January |6th and 17th a group of very concerned工ndian

triba| |eaders gathered together on the campus of工ntermountain

schoo|. From the Northwestl the Southwest′　the Northeast and the

southeast工ndian representation came. For three days′ |O to |7

hours per day′ this group reviewed and eva|uated the facilities′

equipment′ Staff and programs Of this large工ndian school.

A shocked group pondered the a|1eged B工A decision to c|ose the

school. Navajo冒riba| Counci| representatives retold this incredib|e

StOry tO al|　of us.

we have been told that the decision to c|ose the schoo| was

made by the Navajo Tribe・ Mr・ Bil|ie of the Navajo Education Comittee

informed us while facing t・V・ CameraS that this was not a tribal

decision. He said that the Navajo Schoo| Board and the Navajo

冒ribal Education Comittee are al| on record opposing the c|osing

of this scho01.工t wou|d appear that this is strictly a B工A p|an

With no　工ndian input.

A young Navajo girl--the student body president′ PreSented

a moving report in tears to our grOuP・ Her name is Mary Keyonnie.

Many times she has been to|d by B工A that her tribe was c|osing her

schoo|. She said′　"●..this is not true!lI Then Mary preSented

a letter from Mr. Peter MacDona|d, Chairman of the Navajo Nation.

ェn his |etter he stated′　一一Be assured that the Vice Chairman and工

are continuing our efforts on a federa| |eve| to avoid the c|osing of

your schoo|.一一　皿is certainly is contrary to the report B工A

(Dr. Wi||iam Benham’s |etter) supp|ied your office and my office

On|y recent|y this month.
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皿e B工A education office has said that there are nO

other tribes Who can Send children to工ntermOuntain School.工

heard 26 different tribal repreSentatives listen to this report

in shock and amazement・皿e Utah′エdaho′ Montana′ California

and Wyoming tribes said they have requeSted use Of the schoo|

for several years; always the ansWer is no・

曹he B工A has had a study run On工ntermOuntain School・

工ndian people want a Study to take p|ace a|so; but we Want

qua|i王ied工ndian educatorS tO run this study.冒he National

Triba| Chairmen-s AssoCiation and the National CongreSS Of

加erican工ndians have al| endorsed this move.

工am enC|osing copies of the position paper deve|oped by

the工ndian leaders which they al| signed.工am a|so enCIosing

the nameS and addresseS Of all of the peop|e attending the meeting

with this工am Sending seVeral copies of news aCCOuntS and a copy

of Mr. MacDona|d-s |etter.珊is was a Very OPen meeting of

very concerned peop|e.

we urge your assistance in this matter′ and工hope yOu

share Our COnCernS regarding the school and工ndian education.

冒he Utah congreSSiona| delegation has muCh of the history

and information concerning this vital issue.

冒hank you for yOur COOPeration in this important matter.

C蔓草1嶋一
Charles W. Helseth

Director I Administration

CWH/9r

瓦ncIs.


