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. Dear Congressman:

The Wagner-Ellender-Taft Bill, Senate 5-1592, is now
before the Banking and Currency committee of the house,
This complicated bill seems to offer all things to all
people, but definitely sets up a czar over the entire
construction industry including financing,
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C ) I feel sure you will agree with me after you have studied

HOME BUILDERS this bill that it contains nothing of any emergency meas-
el ure, it offers nothing to help elevate the immediate
' housing shortage, and does not offer any aid to the hous-
ing of veterans., It calls for the National Housing
=i Agency as a permanent agency of the Government to give
OKLA.CITY one man in Washington power to Program whatever houses
T ESTATEROARR 1 are e ba Juilt in each locality. This bill also calls
for five hundred thousand (500,000) public housing units
per year beginning the first year after its inactment,
Shortages of materials are the only reason for the hous-
ing shortages., There are approximately thirty thousand
(20,000) builders in the United States fully capable
of building in excess of one million (1,000,000) units
per year. For the past several months these ailders
have been operating at two (2) or three (3) per cent
of their capacity production. We need whatever encour-
agement and help Government can give in producing
building materials and once these thirty thousand
(30,000) men are in full production, it seems logical
that prices in existing homes will start downward,

Private builders without the a2id of any Government

finance produced nine hundred and eighty thousand (980,
000) living units in 1925, We have learned much during
these war years, and with the new technics and devices,
by thorough study and interchange of ideas, I am confident
we can produce in excess of one million (1,000,000) units,
as soon as materials can be provided. In order to get
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full production and make plans for volume construction,
it is essential that the industry know the rules of the
game and not be subject to over-night directives or
regulations that might over-night place a builder in
bankruptcy, who the day before was operating in full
accordance with rules in existence at that time.

During 1939 we had throughout the country a supply of
housing and also in practically all areas the normal
vacancy existed,

It seems to me we should encourage decentralization of
Government and encourage private industry, especially
those industries which are willing and anxious to meet
the needs,

I shall greatly appreciate your giving this very important
plece of legislation a thorough study, and I feel sure you
would not support legislation that would make five hundred
thousand (500,000) familes a year wards of the Government,
at the expense of others by increasing taxes,

Private industry has plans to meet the entire housing need.
I think you can well depend that they will meet the need,
once free from Government control and interference, the
Jjob will be well done in a real American way by free
enterprise,

Yours very truly,
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