March 29, 1946

suspicicn in your commmnity that the Osage Indian Superintendent
and Tribal Councily and their attorney, were in Washington seek-
ing enactment of legislation affecting the Usage Tribe, and that
rumor had it that one of the items included in their agenda was
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I was with this group a great deal while they were here.
They visited the Us 8. Army Engineers office and the Indian Commis-
sioner's office, both without mes I went with them and introduced
‘them to the subcommittee of the House Committee on Appropriations
having charge of the appropriations bill for the Department of the
Interior, and a hearing was had there. At this hearing, the
Superintendent and two or three of the members testified. The
burden of the Council and of their whole work before the subcommite
tee was to ask for a reduction of the appropriation which would have
ﬂnottntotolhinatingatnofthemlmatﬁum. I
think their attitude made a forceful impression upon the committee
Mlammmtbe-urpuuduthsomtmranmmattmir
recommendations,. Itmm:;aampmmmmmum,
although I know nothing about the particular positions which they
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spent, and most of this belongs to the Osage Indians, have a voice
ety 1 n“mum“:h-m&warm'tﬁwm' |
someone to suggest economy i money
through appropriations of Congresse The Interior Department asked

a much larger appropriation this year than they did last

and I know the temper of the committee is to omiae Fathe
to expand such expenditures and appropriationsy ™ & C,'O\rw‘*
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Hon. George B. Schwabe,
Member of Congress,
Washington, D. C.

Dear Mr. Schwabe:

Rumor has it that the Superintendent of the Osage
Indian Agency, members of the Osage Tribal Council and their
attorney are in Washington, seeking the enactment of legislation
effecting the Osage Tribe. Rumor also has it that one of the
items included in their agenda is legislation to divest the
County Courts of Oklahoma of authority in the probating of
estates of deceased Osage Indians, glso with reference to
guardianship of incompetent members of the Osage Tribe. If
rumor has it correctly, it goes without sgy ing that members
of the Osage County Bar Association want the right to respect-
fully protest the enactment of legislation along the last
mentioned lines, because it is our sincere opinion that it
would amount to no more than the creation of another bureau,
and the expense incurred in the probate of Indian estates
would merely be transferred to defray the salaries of addit-
ional govermmental employees. We have other thoughts to ex-
press in a formal protest which we would enter in the record

. 1f that becomes necessary.

We would appreciate it very much if you would ascer-
tain the reason for the visit, end if it 1s legislation, that
you will keep us posted on developments, and make certain that
we have ample opportunity to protest.

Thank you very kindly for keeping a watch on this
situatién and your immediate advice to us.

%ﬁgjd Sincerely yours,

CcOLL

Pearson.
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