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1629 East Muskogee
umm'?’ i

Senator E, H, Moore,
¥ashington, D.C.

‘Dear Senator:

Since you, as I have understood, wanted more time to study HR
Bill No, 341, known as the Keetoowsh Bill, I have deluyed in writing
you in regard to this matter.

I had very good reason to ask you to look after this bill for
us becasuse politicians had been telling the full-blood Cherckees
(nembers of Keetoowsh Scciety) that you were not a friend of theirs.
Congressman Stigler, author of the bill and Congressman Ceorge B,
Schwabe, who has about hal’ of the Keetoowah members in his distriet,
supgested that I should see yous 1 also notified the Interior Departe
ment and was agreed to by all when I told tham that your interest for
the welfare of full-tlood Cherckees was such that you would be teo\

glad to assist them, \“

I\

We are seeking a passage of this bill to we ¢:un have more sut
ority as an organiszation in looking after the welfare of our
of the scelety,

I reportod that you were looking after our 111 when I returned |
home from Washington, D.C. .

Hoping to hear from you and be successful in securing our .
legislation. G\

I remain,

Yours truly,

Levi B, Gritts,
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July 17, 1945

Mr. Levi B, Gritts
1629 East Broasdway
Muskogee, Oklahoma

Dear Mr. Gritts:

Senater Moore is so very rushed these days with
many committee meetings and daily sessions of the Senate
that he has little available time to devote to his correspond-
ence. In his behalf, I acknowledge recelpt of your letter of
July 14th, knowing he would want you to have a prompt reply,
and you may be sure 1t will be brought to his attention at
the first opportunity. :

H.R.341 provides for the recognition of the Keetoowah
Indisns of the Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma as & band of In-
dians. Senator Moore wants to be sure that this bill, as
e scted, does not put the principle of the so-called Wheeler-
Howard Act in effect in Oklahoma. As you know, Senator Thomas
exempted the Oklahome Indians from the Wheeler-Howard Act in the
first instance. The Senator 1s of the opinion that the provi-
ol ons of the Wheeler-Howard Act should not apply to any of the
Indians in Oklahoma.

Yours very truly

Virginia Whitson
Secretary to Senator Moore
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October 13, 1945

Hon., George W. Schwabe, M., C,
Washington, D. C,

Dear Mr, Schwabe:

H. R, Bill No. 341, known as Keetoowah
Bill, is now pending before the Senate Indianm Committee.
As you know, Senator Moore, of Oklahoma, agreed with me to
look after it and I understand when the Bill was presented
before the Committee he asked for more time. We are asking
recognition of our organization and authority to speak
officially upon our own behalf. Since our government has
been abolished we have not been able effectively to present
our contention in protecting our interests.

It is true that we do not explain detail
just what we intend to do if recognized, but I think you
understand that you can effectively represent us in all
matters in Congress if we had this authority.

Congressman W, G. Stigler is looking after
it for us, but we understandi he is now away in Honolulu, so
we ask you to continue on working with him, especially while
he is away.

Thanking you in advance, I remain
Yours very truly,

L. B. Gritts.

SCHWABE COLL



