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September 18, 1945

¥r, Joseph Bruner
Box 174
Sapulpa, Oklahoma

Dear Joes

I am in receipt of your letter of the 3rd instant and cony
of Resolution on the Bushfield Joint Resolution and the Morse and
Gordon Bill now pending in Congress, together with carbon copy of
your letter addressed to Senator Bushfield,

What you say is all very interesting and I assure you that
I appreciate having heard from you and obtaining an expression of
your views,

The thing I am most seriously concerned with at this time
is just how we are going to get the hundreds of claims of the Indians
investigated by a Committee of Congress within one year? Many of
these claims would require the undivided attention of the Committee
for at least a year, I do not know of any members of Congress who
can afford to neglect every other interest of their constituents,
and of the country, and give their undivided attention and exclusive
time to one, or even all, of the claims of the various tribes of Indians,
You are aware of the fact that these claims have ancient backzrounds and
difficult complications, The matter of having Congress investigate
them is being considered, and so far as I know, every man in Congress
who has had any experience in such matters and is familiar with the
magnitude of the problem, is inclined to the belief that the claims of
the Indians will never be adjusted if left to the investigation of
Congress, or a Committee to be appointed by Congress.

I wish you would give me the result of your deliberate
consideration of this problem, I am so anxious to solve the problem
in the best and quickest way possible, and I want the benefit of your
mature judgment in the premises, :

Sincerely yours, it
SCHWABE ¢

Goorge B, ‘Schwaba, M, C,
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SAPULPA, OKLAHOMA £ept, Z, 1945,

Hon, George B. Schwabe, M, C,,
House of Representatives
Weshington, D, C.

Dear Congressman Schwabe?

For your informetion and congideration I enclose two
resolutions by the Administrative Board of thisg organization, to-
gether with copy of a letter to Senator Bushfield of South Dakota
all touching Ipdians, Indian DTOpGItY end the relation of both to
the federsl government through it's burcau of Indian affairs,

Reservations, isolation, gégregation and race-pre judice
have had a thorough trisl in our governmentl!g dealings with the
Indian citizen and have proved & dismal and costly failure, both
to the Indian and the govérnment., Indians want &n early and final
gettlement with the government, and the right to use their in-
dividual property as other citizens usge theirs - without government
supervision and interference, the only source through which com-
petency and self-sufficiency can or may be esgtablighed in the
Indian, This is not a new thought. It is as o0ld as the race of
man and &g true today a&s the hour when the Lord closed the gate O
the Garden of Eden to Adam and Eve and forced them to live there-
after by the sweat of their faces,

Congregsman, &g you know, H, G. House, T. A, Chandler,
8. E, Wallen and others of similar bent, have hcld forth at Luskbcee
under Républican and Democratic aam1n18uratlons until the so-called
"rich Indian® of the Five tribes ig almost exclusively of the pagt -
great estates in the matte T of dollars have dwindled to nothingness
undu_ the very eye of the bureau. On the other hand, the "poor
Indien" with only his original allotment at bureau alsnosal - where
directly under it's supervision - has become reduced as a landowner;
that portion of his @llotment with any worthwhile agricultural value
ig GONE, and the remainder, if the originsl allottee be now deceaged,
is 1nv01vea in heirships almost 1m00951016 of determination and 1iqui—
dation, Truly, there is nothing 1eft but welghlng the wortnlessness
of the bureau, gettlement of Indian claims and giving into the hands
of every Indian control of hig individual property, together with his
God given right of retaining or disposing of it &s suits HIS inter-
ests, 88 HE gees them,

soninge O
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Indian - without his Indian bureau

The American Indian Federation
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A national non-partisan, non-sectarian educational
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Indians and the Federal Government.
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guardian - hag

ghouldered a gun and carried a bomb to the four cornere of the world
in a geénuine effort to extend to 21l mankind the full enjoyment of the
"four freedoms", Don't you think Congre SodPn that hig contribution
towards the winning of Worlid Wars I and 11, @lone entitled him %o the
2njoyuent of FRELDOM at HOME from gov: ¢ﬂm«n+ supervision and direc-—
tion b"‘“FOﬁlﬁ Less pable than 41w~¢=§, and & final séttlément with

his guardian-gover

VOJ do and

your influence

Congrese, at an

Thanking you, and with the kindegt of persona
wigheeg, I am
Sincerely,

C&:
nmen I trust thet
amd énergy in seeking su

y ch
early date,

SCHWABE
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RESOLUTION

BE IT REGOLVED by the Administrative Board of the American
Indian Fedsration, duly sssembled in the county courthouse, Tulea
county, eity of Tulsa, Okiahome&, that after careful study and cone
aidara,%ion of the provisions of &, 133, by Senators Wayne liorge and
Guy Cordon of Oregon, providing for the removal of restrictions on
the érty and moneys belonging to the individual énrolled memberg
of ¢ mimth Indien Reservation in Oregon, liquidation of tribal
propériy and distribution of the proceeds thereof, thus conferring
Complete citizenship wpon the Indiens of this resérvation, we unani-
mously endorsé the proposed legislation as long delayed justice on
the part of the Congress in the administration of the af faire of the
Indien citizen, particularly thoe® whoge tribal estate ke s been ine
dividualized and whoge tribal claims against the federsl government
have just recently been settled, The Indian has long since proved
himgelf capable, under the same opportunity and environment ‘&g other
raceés, To pergotmte supérvigion over hisg ef fairs, primarily in the
interest of jobs for the bureau, is denial of liberty and freedom of
: golfeﬁdatermm,tionf for which Indians have fought and died on every

attlefront where the Americen flag was raised in the reoént world
conflict, The Indian ig entitled to liverty of action amd full ene
joyment of each and all the four freedoms = AT HOME, :

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that copies of thig resolution be prompt-
ly mailed to Senators More¢ and Cordon 2s an expression of our ap=
oiation of their action in the cauge of justice and economy «
air-ded ing with the Indians ®nd economic justice in the o nduct of
government, We also direct that copies of this resolution be mailed
to each member of the Oklahoma delegation in Congress and menberg of

both the Senate and Houee ‘Indian committeeg of the Gongress,

Adopted this 33d day of August, 1945,

—7 O _c Mg
a8 H, ﬁgf Acting chairman,
Administrative Board,
Emerican Indian Federation,

ENE ], e
A toeh, ¥4 Adminigtrative

Board, American Indian Federation.
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Sspulps, OKla., August 25, 1945,

Hon, Harlan J, Bushfieid
United States Senator
VWashington, D, C, ;

Uy dear genator Bughfield:

| I wish to comménd you for the introduction of Senate Joint
Regolution 79 into the Congress, proposing the creation of & joint
Somuittee of the Congress for the purpose of investigating Indian
affairs with the view to leseening bureau activity and payment of
Indian claimg., Payment or eetilement of Indian claims would leave
nothing for the bureau to do except create excuses for its PEIpetugs
tion, The Indian has 1 s8incé out grown &ny worthwhile function '-
the hureau can or may perform for him and theére is nothing left but

final eettlement and closing shop.

~ Znclostd is a resolution by the Admini strative Board of this
organization unanimously @#pproving or endersing Senate Joint Regolue
tion 79, with (hé proviso that the 1ife of the commlttse created -
tmxetmaar shall not extend beyond twelve months from and after its
creation. ®eeing the Indian and looking into his wigwan is not necepge
sary, He has no wigwam and has been seen until he is slek and tired
of being eeen and investigated, The mote is not in the Indien 'g eye
anyway, A careful examination of the éye of his bmn-suun will
readily reflect the why of the downfall of the Indisn e the Indian
hag really fallen down. To make such investigation will require 1ittle
or no travel and expénses the work may be easily compléted within =
twelve months, Surely the Indien is entitled to this congideration
from & government borrowing its fundamental provisions from hig and -
ereoting them upon landg onece hig home, which government he hag defende
ed with his life in every war in which it has eng:rd since its orea-
tion, 1In swpport of the Atlantic Charter, the four freedoms, democorae
ey and 1iberty ABROAD, his blood today stains the soil of eve ot
- Amsrican battlefront of World War II, Is he not entitled to 1 berty

AT HOME and a fina)l accounting with his guardian-gove rnment within the
shortest time possible? : - : 5

Again I commend you for striking directly at this soecailed
Indlan problem, Indian claims and the uselessness of the Indian :
bureau is all there ig left of this Indian buginess, @Settle with the
Indian and kick the bureau out of existance and you will have render.
@d a great and lagting service to the Indisn and removed from the ;
back of the taxpayer & heavy and worthless burden, ac coLL

With best wishes, L e e
Sinesrely,

MUK, presidon |
JB/e Indian Federation,

énel,




