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GEORGE B. SCHWABE COMMITTEES:
1sT DisT. di;u}om : INDIAN AFFAIRS

HOME ADDRESS:

TULSA, OKLAHOMA

. tive arrangement was effected for me to bring severa

MINES AND MINING
PATENTS

Congress of the United States
House of Representatives
Wasbhington, BD. €.

June 1, 1845

Mr, Robert ¥, Gambill, Clerk
Committee on Ways and Means
House of Representatives
Washington, D, C,

Re: 1§, R, 2403
Daar Sirs

After talking with several members of the Committee on
Ways and Means relative to the above pending measure, a tenta-
i members
of the Osage Indian Council before the Committee, or members of
the Committee, and discuss their reactions to this bill and the
provisions thereof,.

You will realize that it is difficult for these Indisns
to appear at times when hearings are scheduled on various bills
in which they are interested, particularly the Indians from my
section of the country who ).ivo at such a remote distance,
Furthermore, they have to obtain authorization to appsar in order
to get thelr expenses for the trip paid even out of their own
tribel funds. Avthorization for their appearsnce was approved
by the Commissioner of Indian Affeirs in order that they might
protest the favorable consideration and passage of this bill, and
they have been here several days,

The author of this bill is my friend, the Honorable Carl
T, Curtis, and I presented to him the position of my constituents -
not only the Osage Indians, but a mumber of other Indians who live
in my District, However, the Osage Tribal Council and several
prominent members of the tribe, were here this week and I introduced
them to Representative Curtis, who heard and considered their objec-
tions to the bill, Among other things, they presented a signed
letter addressed to me by Joseph Shunkahmolah, who is one of the
leaders of the Osage Tribe, and one of their tribal councilmen,
They also presented a statement of facts about the use of peyote,
which they spell "peota", among the Osage Indians in their religious
ceremonies, I am pleased to present both the letter of Mr. Shunkah-
molah and the statement signed by him, to become a part of the
records of your Committee in this metter,
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sacred portion of their religious ceremonies. The same is true of
several tribes, Imm:m&hnnaammtruwinm%mﬂ :
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vanoes, that no bad effects, or harm, result, I am convinced that
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ﬂ‘mwm and 1 thm'n .n will agree that I am Jm g frghicgson

I Mum that chnmtnun omu has bacn convinced of
the sincere attitude of my constituents; and from what he has told me,
I think he is inelined not to ask !'urmtwthw hnringl > be held
on 'ths.a neasure, : Fginies s

i Mking you for your emsidmtioa in tnu m oﬂm' ntm.'
Iam :

Sincerely yours,

W

George B. Schwabe, M
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