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COMPTROLLER GENERAL OF THE UNITED STATES

WASHINGTON /{

AR

April 15, 1939. o U

-

Homorable Will Rogers, Chairman,

Committee on Indien Affairs,

House of Representatives.
¥y dear Nre Mm:

Referring %o your hmn of nwz-y 17 and 23, 1979,
requesting reports on He Re m and He Re 1958, 76th Congress,
both bills authorising ‘an appropriation for payment to the Osage
Ppibe of Indians on account of their lands sold tty the mw

7 atdﬁt, I have Yo advise as mm:
pursuant to gm.u 1 of the Tresty of September !9. 1865;. &
the Osege Indians y'mﬂd and sold to the United States a tract
of land 30 by ‘50 miles, conprising 871,791.11 acres, for a econ-
gideration of 6309,006. which sum, by the terms of the treaty,
s to be phmwtlﬂ -untermamu of Indisns in the
sreasury of the NN M&ho. and interest thereon st the rate
| . of five per ocentum per anmua :hn be paid to said tribes semi-
annually, in momey, elothing, provisions, or such articles of
' ability as the Secretary of the tnterior may from time to tims
sirects® Artiole T of the treaty furthor provided thet:
 "a % » after poimbursing the United States the cost of said
Ve gale, and the said sum of three hundred thousand dollars
ﬂu ovedit of seid Indians, the remaining procceds of
d in the treeasury of the United States to the
he feivilization fund,' %o be used, under the direction
of the Secretary of the Imterior, for the education and eiviliza-

tion of Indian tribes residing within the limits of the United
m‘hl. '




Pursuant to the above quoted ters of the treaty, the proceeds
of the sale of the invelved ima. cmr reimbursement to nn United
States of the s-i4 m of $300,000 and ﬂu expense of survey and
uh, wore placed to tl» oredit of thu “Civiligation Pund” during
tht nrud from January 22, lm. to ery 2, 1901, in the aggre-
gate anount of §776,931458, The records of this ofioe show that
of the gaid sun go cndﬁl" “59-55 was ﬁl‘m'ud for the benefit
of the Ocage Tribe of Indians, and the remainder of said sum, with
the Omyﬁm of §218,78 covered into the surplus fund of the 'ruuury
pmnﬂ to the set of Mareh 3, 1911, 36 Stat. 1062, was disburgsed

for the mttt of various other :-m mm. reuuug the

ercation of the "Civilisation M" in 1873, the Olm Indians pra-
hmt the upgu-qtﬁm of tho M thorotn set aside to the use

~ and benefit of nhcr Mbn « Indmm

The act of Nhﬂm 6, a1, yrm&d for submission to tb

 Qourt of Claims of the claim of the Osage Tribe of Indiens against

the United States tor moneys alleged %o u due by reason of the sale
of these Osage lands, and the aot alse Mud a gratuity nrfnﬁtin;
provisions On May 28, 1928,; 656 oty Clss €y, the eourt rendered
Judgment in favor of the d-fnm, uhtium :

ﬂauh u‘th. engohnd,-

,mg Ww' ud M 'Nu ﬁm States has not wrongfully appropriated
or

ml Qi’ ‘the hndl or the M of said Osage ?r&h of

M thats




Aebo3Ts 3o

P oa amma can not be recovered in this eourt
eould only be eomsidersd here in conmestion with the moin.l pro=
vigions of the mhuu ut as umm in case of an allowance
of plaintiffre thh. \ ; e ;

Priop to July 1, 19&, the mua Ium mw for the direct
benefit of Yo mm Indians, M ‘anounting %o ‘53’3570&1%%.“ for

‘the mm.t or m Gup Indians jei.atly with ﬁh-r Indtm, fundsg
'munm; to (tlﬁuhﬂuﬁs, dl m Qw&ima buu of & ahumr

i ‘bﬁ»cuy\muuuc by the oourﬂ- mtniuu,

While lwnon 1 of He Re 1080 would eutharige an .ppmruuu
in the same amount of principal as He Re 1958, it t‘uﬂbr proposes
to auihcﬂ.u m payment of interest on the net amounts received m-

the sale _g: the lands in question, as provided by section 2 th,omr,

which procseds were oredited to the "Civilisation Pund® and used fos
the benefit of Indians other tm the Osage Tribe, as found in the
courtts eplnin of May 28, 1928, 66 rt, cll. blye m provision in said
seotion 2 for the peyment of interest on the met amounts received from

the sale of lands in question will be difficuls of practieal applica-

tion. For exemple, a tmnt of land is sold and the thon net amount

of such sale is covered in, then heor certain tm'h expenses of
sale, ﬁn., are ohuyl, and this nurcgato mom will have to be ;
pmnm azaimt mmu tracts sold as of the ato of uoh sale,

1f n were ouly the om'uu of interest om éach tract t‘reu the
date tho nt emount m that trut was covered in, unaffected by any
'nhcm«t tppli.ltim of npam- reimbursed, the matter would be




relatively simples But however that may be, possibly a satisfactory

noontkiag of the interest oould be mades In this commection see
page 9 of the npon of ih Scmﬁry of the znhnor, dated Iuy 21,
1934, mm:al in mm Report Noé Tl on BL11 8. 670, T5th wrm.

 lst s.n.tm, wherein the following was mhnﬁu respect to a matter
s amhr to the one here under midcnticu-

“The m;a.m bill provides Sepercent interest from dete of
npuh of the land-sale money in the Tressury of the United States.

It 48 mmuuznmﬂuumwm from the date
~the fund is credited to the tribe on the books of Treasury,
after the nwmmﬁm has been made; and mm@ rate of interest

is L per cent,"
This would provide a far more -s'uyx- method of caleulating the interest.
b € o tm plan is not roumé, M i.t udm appear hnublo to add

‘Mumt&omwuauonﬁof& I.MN, hnbomnutoum:

.ded i!at no interest shall be computed end allowed on any

m-a aggregate amount thereof ls the total amount of
all authorized reimbursements to the m | States,

Either plan would gmuy linpnty the reporting and pﬁhﬂy

the Ind&m would not abjcw to d.tim' omdim if their M- for

‘the m»-t were favorably mam :

~ In seid bill He Re LOBO there is uurpmm e gratulty offsetting
pmﬂﬁen. limiting the mmsm %o be set off o thon set out by
the am of Claims in its opinion of ky. m,u 1928, xt is believed
that the provhion‘, 80 limited, is not nmum properly to protect
the interests of the United States for the mm. that (1) Pove vis
no definite determination by the court in said case of the Government's
contentions with respect ﬁq the .nt-ofﬁ mhy it to be proper;




'ummhsﬁu marfm,imutumymwmu
its dn!.am i the W case it hed stated were .’ﬂ.qmm for offe

mnnm«nmamumm. ztmmm
mmmtmmmammmmwhw

s,mmaum:uamn»,:%,@m,»%%.

wmmwmuuumrartwmnu. |
m&-mmr«m mn%uo this ofﬁuhtum

- mendation to make ‘Mhnwh said uu.,

{Stgmen) Frad M Beowm

cmllum ,
of the United Statoss




