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Hon., Wesley E. Disney, M.C.
House of Representatives

My dear Colleague:- 57 4

I am in receipt of your letter
of the 21st in reference to the bill which -
effects Indian Affairse. § St

I confess that I have been ex-
tremely active in trying to prevent the b
passage of legislation extending benefits :
to the Indians. Frankly, some of this
legislation is meritorous but the bulk of
it is not. I am frank to say that in my
opinion the Indian Tribes and I will add {
every State and Community in the Country e
should leave the Federal Government alone,
when they take into consideration the
gratuities that we have advanced since
President Roosevelt took office,

As to the Indians, an investiga-
tion on your part will easily determine
that the Government has been most liberal
in the past and if we permitted to charge
off the gratuities and advances that we have
made to the Tribes, I think every one of
them will be in the red in their account with
the Government. Let me advise you not to pay
much attention to the Department of the
Interior and the Commissioner of Indian Af-
fairs when it comes to getting statistics in
such cases. It is the General Accounting Of-
fice that has the record and can show you
exactly what we have been doing all these years
for the Indian Tribes. I realize we took their
property, but the ones who were living at that
time have long since passed away and it is the
great grand-children who are now in the hands
of the lawyers trying to recover money from the
Government.
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Someday I hope to be able to have
a talk with you on this subject in which I
am deeply interested. My job is not a
pleasant one, but as Chairmen of the Com-

mittee on Expenditures it is my duty to go
into these matters.

With kind personal regards, I am

Gonil

Sincerely yours,




