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Marah 2 3 19’46

Dear lirse Fousts

I have your letter of February 28th asking for a copy
of the Indian Claims Commission Bill and the House Committee Report
on the bille I am glad to furnish you these, and enslose a 0o
of each herewithe

In reference to the Fepublican Party national platform
~ on this subject, I might say thet I am quite familiar with our party
pledm”wnasmtofthenmcrami’w‘ They are practically
ti?m,mmmfwﬂwmtzwmmwhrasthhmdmk

The question naturally arises with reference to these n&
Indian claims, many of which have been presented to Congress and many
'ofwhiahhawwrbaen;rasentadto‘Cmsmdmmiu.
What is the proper method of handling these ¢laims, passing upon them
and obtaining a determination for or against the ¢ 7

Under the present law which has been in existonce for many
. , it is necessary for somecue in Congress to introduce what is
ag a jurisdictional bille Such bill would normally be referred
to the Committee on Indian Affairs or to the Judiciary Committee.
These committees are very busy committees, and ordinarily don't have
tmmmmmmmemumdmuwmmumm.
Tt necessitates the inspection of records, examinabion of witnesses and



.Iuc of the House

Under the present arrangement, very few clalus have been
m,mm.w:nmw&;mtnnmmmm
anmano y money o the Indians. Murthermore,

Court of Muhaaaumd ty offsets which in soue

Mmaamtodtomre than the ¢laims.

Another method which has been suggested by a few, was to
vest the federal courts with jurisdiction to hear and try all these
¢lains. lloatofthetmu«;ouﬂamm with other matters,
and this would negessitate the appointment of a referee or a special
mrmmmmmmmuapmm aaMet
time and involves a lob of expenses That is not practical.

umwmm:mumbmwm
Republicans, before Icame here, advocated and at the opening of
Congress in Jamsary 1945, introduced a bill on behalf of the Democrats
Mmmwwumxmmmmmmemm
authorizing the ereation of an Indian Claius Commission. Hense, the
mumnpmumm,uzuumwnym

Hearly all of the most intelligent Indians and erganizations
muwymmappwadwraumcmmmmmm
&s the most feasible plan that has been conceived thus fare Several

if this one is wrongs but thus far nobody has submitbed one. If you
have a plan I would like for you to submit it to me at your early
oomnime and I aaaurecm it will be gt:au every ¢ongideration \gw
e¢olleagues in Co: Democrats and Republicans alikes
mimmmmmmmm
hesitate to Mt any teaaiblo pl.m that is offered.

!humluﬁnphmtommdahmmq;whmryomm
‘has a legitimate elaim to present the same within five ycars, and the
: on should be able within the tenwyear life of the Commission
topmupmnuthomahm. : .
mmwmmmmmgwmmmwman
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