Dear lir. Schwabes 1
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Just after I mailed the roqﬁistarad letter to today,
Judge Johnson (Claremore) came in and had quite a visit with us.
After the other girls went to lunch, he told me that he is ine
terested in the appointment to the _&hno«ber Commission under
the provisions of the Indian Claims Commission Bill, He stated
that there exists a prejudice against any Indian being appointed
to it for the reason that, should a matter concerning his partice
ular tribe come before the tribunal, such Indian member might be
inclined to favor his own tribe. He said he had been to Senator
Thomas® office yesterday and saw Col. Lewis and Will Rogers there,
both interested in the appointment, and that he hoped you would
keep an open mind in that comnection for reason that no approe
priation has been made for the Commis that premature ape
pointments may result in the appo ing confirmed by the
Senatee Etces etce
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He also t lre MeNickle is drafting a general letter
(in rough form) h igjto go out to the Indians in Alaska, including,
among other matte e that the Secretary of Interior is to visit

them this Fall and ve their tribal problems ready to discuss with
hin « that lr, lcNickle's secretary is on vacation and the department
will be closed tomorrow, and asked if we would help him with the letter
tomorrow mornings I told him we would be delighted to; he merely
wants to get it into good shape, and then the Intedor Department will
have it photographed and sent out next week.

He said tell you he has opposition in his campaign for the
first time, and hopes to see you at Claremore soon.

The enclosed arrived today from JohnR . Steelman, Director,
Office of War Mobilisation and Reconversionsy I thought you might like
to haye it, to show your interested constituents that you had personally
contacted hime I have kept carbon copy for our files.

smmly.

Secretary



