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L ‘an Claims Commission Bill

larch 28, 196

gm. Je« Bs Scott
Oklahoma
Dear Mrs, Scotts

IMnmmmarﬂmumnmmmmm"
whntymhavertgwg |

With Meram %o Heds Rese 237 and H, J, Res, 794 they have
not come before our “omnittec for consideration as yety and I am
therefore wnable at this tige %o tell you what disposition the Comnite
tee will make of these bills,

Thanki.ng» for your letter and with all good wishes for
Remuumm,ygubogtzmm 4

Sincerely yours,

George B. Sehwabe, i.C.
GSs 1w



Claremore, Okla. March 26, 1946.

Hon. George B. Schwabe, M. C.
House of Representatives
Washington, D. C.

Dear Congressman Schwabe:

Thank you for your extended letter of March 14, 1946, in
reply to mine of March 7th in which I voice opposition to the cre-
ation of a claims commission bill creating another government
agency for Indian affairs.

I can well understand, as you point out, former Senators
Owen and Gore supporting a claims commission; also its support
by Governor Kerr and other Oklahoma New Deal Democrats - its their
platform pledge to the Indians and why shouldn't they support it?
In addition, former Senators Gore and Owen see the possibility of
a fee somewhere in the shuffle for them.

You say the bill is the result of much study and a meeting
of minds of Republicans and Democrats in the carrying out of the
campaign pledges or promises of both parties to the Indians.

"Factual Campaign Information", a government publication,
pages L5 and 36, reflects the pledges and promises of the Democrats
end Republicans to the Indianse Republicans pledge an "'MMEDIATE
and final settlement of all Indien claims"™ - not the creation of a
"new agency." The Democrats pledge the enactment of "legislation
creating en Indian claims commission" - a "new agency" - with

Indian claims" finally settled at the earliest possible date." As
I interpret your letter the platforms of the two parties mean the
same; that "immediate and final settlement™ and settlement at the
"earliest possible date" are identical. We are looking in the same
direction but seeing different objects. As I view the two platforms
they are as different as day is to nighte.

Regardless of former Senators Owen and Gore and ether and
other New Deal Democrats from Oklehome or elsewhere, as a Republican
and an Indian, I am against the creation of ANY "new agency" to go
with the useless one we already have as a solution of Indian affairs.

You ask if I have a better plan than a claims commission.
I have no suggestion as to the methods or plans of the represen-
tatives of my party now in the Congress in the carrying out of our
party's platform pledge to the Indiens. I did not write the platform
nor seek election thereunder. The job of implementing our platform
provisions, legislatively, is the task, I take it, of our party's
representatives in the Congress at this time.



of Montena and s, 7. Res. 79 by Senator Bushfielg of Soth Dakota,

the attitude of your Committee as to these resolutions? While

I do not Subscribe to their extendeqd life they appear to me to be
& more direct ang Tinal approach to the solution of Indian affairs
than a claims commission Creating a ™new agency" for devouring

the substance of the taxpayer ang rendering no relief NoOw ir ever,
to the Indian in the settlement of his claims,

As I look into the future we Republicans, in and out of
office, will have to rise above "me too" legislation and programs
tried that in the past ang Second place is the best we have won
thus far,

Yours for Republican Success and strict eéconomy in
the conduct of government,

gincerely, : W?M Q JJM

Mray J. B, Scott




larch lh' 19h6

lirge Jo Be Scott
316 North Seminole
Claremorey Uklahoma

Dear Mrs. Scoti:

I have your letter of larch 7th volcing your protest against
the creation of an Indian Clainms Commission, and stating that you do not
understand the attitude of the Republican lembers of the Comnittee on
mmmamgmmemummmmmmmtrm

ably a bill for such a Commissione ‘

This bill was reported out several months ago and was the
result of months of study and deliberation by the Committee after hearing
tmmo:tmdwrm&mwmmmmmw and
mothersmmwmmmmmmthowumofﬁwnﬂim.
We also heard the testimony of many of leading Indians of our State,
hcadsafvarioumorwimﬁmc s

It came out at the hearings, that the present system of handling
the claims of the Indians is wholly inadequate. Ve have asked numerous
perscns to suggest what they considered the best method of handling these
clains. Finally, almost all who are vitally interested and who have given
the subject serious thought, except a few of those who have made their
living off the Indians by organizing and collecting from them with the idea
ammmuem,m mtmotthehmumpoﬂedmtw
the Committee; and many Indian organizations have commended the Committee

for so doinge

: I might say further that this bill was originally introduced by
anematmdwﬁmrmm & Wbygﬂembncm,attho
of Congress in Jamary 1945 whel I first became a member of Congress.
In other words, the idea was Tostered by both Democrats and Republicanse

You remind me of the provisions of the 194l Republican Party
plank on this subject. That provision reads as follows: "We pledge
inmediate, just and final settlement of all Indian claims between the
Govermment and the Indian eitisens of the Nation. We will take politics
out of the administration of the Indian affairs."




The above is all the phﬂ'm contained on this subjects
The 1940 Democratic platform contained a similar plank. It is obvious
that there is nothing in this plank which opposes in spirit or otherwise
the provisions written into this Indian Claims Commission Bill.

All who are familiar with present conditions and the history
of Indian claims, know that the present method does not work to the
mmorunmm It is now necessary for those who have c¢laims,
to present them to the Committee of one House of Congress dealing with
Immmm and after that Committee reports favorably they must

mmhmamwcw.ttninmotMerud
u?as Irboﬂxﬁmaoaawtbatthonmuwmhawmﬁt,tha
mwtmmmu.s.cmwcuw and
Pnlidont mtmml,mcourhof Clains assumes tion
and 80 long a time the claimants are permivted to introduce their
evidence and have their lawyers present the case to the Court. Then, if
ch!t favorably, the judgment of the Court is passed back to
Oanw- Mﬂmmmtamnmttmbhmmammmw
pay and discharge the claim.

Wmmm:mthatperhapsleaathmmmmaem
throughout the history of this country have been handled successfully
under this method to to the point where the Court of Claims assumed jurisdice
ﬂ. let alone the rest of the waye. In that Cowrt legal technicalities

&m the Indian generally losess There are only a few cases in
¢laims kave been sustalned by the Court of Claims, and in
Mefthonmwmnimufauhmnuduetmw«mn
than equalled the amount of the claim, resulting in the Indians getting
nothings Hence, you can see that the present system c¢ertainly has not
mdtothemtewatotﬁmlndim

Another altem'dga hgal.m tha:ﬁm &*w% cou';: b,;
mwudicﬂon. n technicalities would resu
g rphgaterpe B ) g e gkl dp e e
that fact, mrmmemmaomtmotmmpmummm
mauom involved in these claims, and they usually appoint
liasters or Referees, which is expensive and in most instances the Indian
mmmmwhumtupmmmwtowrwsuhmtmm.
Henge, that is not a feasible plan.

Where, tm,uaraumopmsomommu,m
mrmm&magnmqmm

mmm»»sthcamlpm meteMarmdthom
of the bill that is now before “ongress.

elgimt- m.wmt‘hmchhhammam ofmoomp-m‘ﬁ indivie
duals, anxd the bill provides that it does not have to be a legal claim,
but may be based upon what is fair in the ordinary transactions of life
between man and mans Technigalities are thus almost entirely eliminated.



-

Mawmm.mmnm:mnmmmmtwm
bill, and the Co ion must rule upen it, allowing or disallowing the
clain in toto or in part, within five years, for the Comaission is set
up for only a period of yearss These hearings ean be cwnducted anye
where in the United States and the claimants do not have to go to the

coming to
~adaptable to the situation as poss e

Imtmto_knowthat!m‘hatubuwnwwm

ereation of additional boards and commissions as anyone. I am fighting

for the elimination of many that now exists Rrbfrmmn‘Mphqmn

‘ J’N

Momﬁmmwmmtmtmmémmnsmtphnthtu

caleulated best to serve the interests and conditions of the I

those who are potential elaimants, :
' With all good wishes, I am

Simerely yours,

Gsarge B. Sehwabe, M. Ce



| 2 A <o Pooss s lee
W%%W Fgii 0 g
Wit vkl ZZ))‘M,(, Wori? Lowerrrir Q%&M









