November 3, 1945

¥r, J. R, DeArmond
512 Shawnee Avenue
Bartlesville, Oklahoma

Dear Friend:

I have your two letters of October 26th and have
read the same with much interest,

With refersnce to an expression of my views on
alcohol and its place in commerce, I scarcely know just
what you mean by abolishing the same from commerce. I
abhor the improper use of alcoholic baverages, I am a
teetotaler and always have been; but I try not to make
myself obnoxious to anyone on this subjects 1 try to
live according to what I think is right, and set a proper
example to others, I do not think there is any chance at
this time to go much further than to curb its use, and the
abuse by those who deal in alcoholic products.

With reference to the labor situation, I think I can
subseribe sincerely to all you 8ay on the subject, Llabor
unions, in my opinion, have had good motives when they were
started and organized, and the rank and file are still
largely free from such criticism., But some of those who
manipulate the organizations and their memberships and keep
them from knowing the whole truth, have become racketeers
of the first order; and I am always outspoken against labor
racketeering or any other form of racketeering, I am for
free and untrammelled labor and its rights and privileges,
and shall champion that on all occasions, but I do not
believe that the spokesmen for labor actually speak the
sentiments of the intelligent rank and file members of the
unions,

I am glad you wrote me on these subjects, and you may
be assured that I shall always try to periorm the duties of
my office here in a mamer that I think is for the best interests












