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Geo. B. Schwahe
United States Congress
Washington D, C.

Dear Mr. Schwabe :

I am not in the habit of writing to members of the United
States Congress regarding proposed legislation because I feel in a
true democracy our elected representatives should be free to make
decisions for the best interest of the National good without coer-
cion from special interests.

However I feel so intently about the proposed legislation
regarding peace-time conscription of our youth that I cannot refrain
from expressing my opinion and to urge you to use all of the influ-
ence that you can bring to bear to see that this legislation is not
enacted.

I believe peace-time conscription if made a law in our coun-
try would destroy all hope for the people to regain some of the liberty
which they have lost during the war. I do not think those who are in-
terested in pushing the passage of this legislation have made clear
their real reason. 1t certainly could not be because of national de-
fense. We are told that one of the superior features of our army is
that a free and independent people fight more courageously for their
country's defense than a regimented people.

It could not be because of their interest in demoeracy. No
Lhilitary system, inecluding our own, has ever pgained a reputation for
JYhe promotion of Democratic ideals.. Note the cast system that.prevails
in our own army.

It could not be in the interest of national health. For the
past fifteen years I have been many men with old army scars and they
were not all sword wounds. The majority of them had to do with some
type of social desease, alcholism, or adiction to drugs.

There are two phases of the proposal which indicate to me
that it is the soul of America which they want., This is the fact
that no mention is made of provision for conscientious ob jectors to
military training. Also a statement by one of the promoters who said
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that they wanted to train the men, mentally, physically, and emotion-
ally. To train a man emotionally for war means to teach him to love
it, to put his faith in it and to seek it. This I think is the real
desire of those who seek military training., This is its only mili-
tary value. Any physical or mental training they would get now would
be obsolete by the time we get into another war. But a military mind-
ed population would be of some advantage to & military scheme. Its
dangers however would be far greater than any advantage. It would be
a supreme admission that the democratic way of life had broken down
and we now seek to build our national order on the same basis with
Japan and Germany. We the people would be as helpless before the will
of a military click as were the people of Japan and Germany before this
last war.

Any thing you can do to provent this legislation or delay it
until after the war, at which time we Would be able to think about it
more soberly, would be appreciatied by me and,I am sure,by a great ma-
jority of the Christian people who have maintained their faith in God
and humanity despite the exigencies of war.

Sincerely,

97,@. 77 of allley

Thos . B. Talley
BT iri



