Mre Re Lo Crutcher
First National Bank
ligAlester, Oklahoma

Dear Dick:

I have your letter of March lith assigning your
reasons for mgaeat.tnx that the proposed loan be made to
Gpeat Brit I appreciate your couns:l and advice,

ouzhymm not a constituent of mine.

However, I have made a rather thorough ¢anvass of
my District on this subjects I sent out juestiomnaires
to forty thousand people, indiscriminately, t-hxwghout
my ten counties, during the month of Dacenbsr,
answers are still ¢ in, Tluaerapnesshwthazthe

" people of Northeastern against this loan more

than ten to ones I found thataainihr situation prevails
in many other places.

All this leads me to seriously question if Congress
should make this loan. Frankly, I have not been inclined
teomi.tmeuoait;mtsimemhammmwat
my constituents are against it, I doubt if I shall have the
ha:dihoedtomformmloam

I know you will appreciate my frankness and my reasons
for the same, as much as I appreciate your suggestion.

With all good wishes, I am
Singerely yours,



R.L.CRUTCHER,PRESIDENT

THE FIRST NATIONAL BANK

* dest Bank in Southeastonn DR lahomia”

‘\P.T\ONAL BANI{
CAPITAL $200, 000.00 ST SurpPLUS $100,000.00

° ~
F MeALESTES

MCALESTER, OKLAHOMA

Merch 14, 1946.

Congressman George B. Schwabe,
House Office Building,
Washington, D, C.

Dear George:

I have been reading with great interést the discussions of
the three billion dollar loan to Great Britain,

A few years ago, I spent quite a little time in Russia
covering a good part of that country. I did not travel in tourist, as
the Russians wanted me to, but made my trip independent of any of their
agencies, I found out a lot of things, among others, that they had the
definite ambition to make the World communistic. In spite of the fact that
they were our Ally in the war, it is my feeling that this condition has not
changed in the least, Sooner or later, we are going to have serious
difficulties with them, and I feel that even though we make the loan to
Britain and in turn charge it off, it still does not represent one month's
cost of the war just ended, We all know that the United States is first
in industrial production and Great Britain second, with Russia coming third.
It seems to me that we must prevent economic collapse in Britain. With all
the factors involved, I am satisfied that if this loan is not made, Britain
will drift into a third or fourth rate Power, We definitely need her help
and support. Unless we keep a strong united front, conflict with Russia
may come sooner than we expect, and even sooner than we can get ourselves
back to an economically sound Government.

I have talked with many people here in Oklahoma and feel that
the sentiment of those who have given real thought to the matter, is that
the loan should be made, I earnestly urge that you support this measure,

With kindest personal regards,

Cordially,

ek

RLC.M Re L. Crutcher,



