“I trust that Con-
gress will also
soon provide sim-
ilar opportunities
... to members of
the Merchant Marine, who have
risked their lives time and again
during this war for the welfare of
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Petition
_TO U. S. CONGRESS
- WASHINGTON, D. C.

-
We, the undersigned, respectfully petition your support
of @ Merchant Seamen’s Bill of Rights along the lines of
the one passed by a grateful nation in bebalf of our
armed forces.

their country.”

—PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT,

June 22, 1944 when signing
the GI Bill of Rights.

We are in complete accord with the recommendations

ministration.

made by Admiral Emory S. Land, Chairman of the United
States Maritime Commission and the War Shipping Ad-
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ADMIRAL
EMORY S. LAND

Chairman of the
United States Mari=
time Commission
and the War Ship-
ping Administration

Says About America’s Merchant Seamen:

“In the face of trials that have not
been fully told, this small force of
men has supplied and maintained
the vital link between the millions
engaged in production and the mil-
lions fighting all over the world . ..
Despite a hard and uncertain call-
ing, they do not have . . . the pro-
tection of unemployment insurance,
workmen’s compensation, group life
insurance, pensions, or retirement
plans.”

Merchant Seamen’s
Bill of Rights

August 23, 1944, Admiral Land, in a
letter to Congressman Bland, outlined the
following recommendations:

o HOSPITALIZATION AND MEDICAL CARE. ..
The present regulation of the Public Health
Service requiring that a wartime like a peace-
time merchant seaman apply for hospitaliza-
tion and medical care within 60 days of the
date of his last service should be eliminated,
and the test of eligibility for permanent hos-
pitalization and medical care should be a
merchant seaman’s war service connected ill-
ness or disability, or, if he be dead, depend-
ency. Hospital care should include necessary
travel allowances to and from the institu-
tion and a minimum allowance for clothing
while there. Provision should also be made
for institutional care of mental cases and for
domicilary care for disabled and aged mer-
chant seamen.

This program will therefore probably neces-
sitate additional facilities and new appropria-
tions.

© EDUCATION ... The merchant marine is,
to a large extent, drawing its men from the
youth of the country. Life at sea requires
strong, young, healthy men. As of July 1, 1944,
the training organization of the War Shipping
Administration had trained 111,589 men for
the merchant marine, of whom approximately
64 per cent were between the ages of 18 and
26. Since April 1, 1944, almost 15,000 boys
between the ages of 16 and 18 have entered
the training program. It is expected that
many more 16-year-old boys will enter the
training program before the end of the war.
It is thus seen that thousands of young men
have interrupted their normal education to
enter the service of their country in the mer-
chant marine. Adequate provision for their
education should therefore be made.

® EMPLOYMENT . . . The duration of the war,
however, and the extensive readjustment of
the peacetime economy now in prospect, to-
gether with the considerable number of men
recruited for the merchant marine who have
had limited employment experience or none



at all in the pre-war economy, make it appear
that the transition of merchant seamen to
shore employment generally, including retrain-
ing for such employment, presents a larger
and more pressing need than the limited job
restitution now provided. Provision should
therefore be made for job counseling, retrain-
ing, rehabilitation, and placement (including
civil-service preference) of merchant seamen
who desire shore employment, together with
contact facilities throughout the country for
the information and guidance of men so
interested.

In addition, facilities should be maintained
for the continued training of men who desire
to continue to go to sea.

® READJUSTMENT ALLOWANCES . . . No one
knows what labor force will be required to
operate the post-war merchant fleet. But it
seems inevitable that there will be extensive
turn-over and resulting unemployment during
the period of adjustment to commercial op-
eration, . . .

The members of the merchant marine will
be faced with the same problems of reestab-
lishing or establishing themselves in the peace
economy as will member of the armed forces.
It is therefore felt that a system of loans for
farms, small businesses, homes, etc., should
be extended to them.

® PROVISION FOR DEPENDENTS OF DE-
CEASED SEAMEN ... Under the present in-
surance program provided by the War Ship-
ping Administration, a merchant seaman is
covered by $5,000 life insurance against war
risk and certain specified marine risks closely
connected with operations of war. Every effort
has been made to construe the insuring power
as to war risk as broadly as possible in order
that all cases may be paid where operations
3f t;lvar have substantially contributed to
ERth,

There are also a number of cases of loss of
life where there is no recovery under a broad
interpretation of war risk or war-related marine
risk, and where there is no right of recovery
at law. These involve principally deaths due
to natural causes or accident where no negli-
gence is present and where operations of war
have not contributed to the cause of death.
In these cases dependents are in no way pro-
vided for. We believe that the best solution is
a system of dependency allowances which will
cover all deaths during war service. . . .

It is therefore recommended that consider-
ation be given to a system of allowances to
dependents of seamen who lost their lives
during war service, against which should be
credited any insurance payments or recov-
eries at law which the dependents may have
received.

© DISABILITY PAYMENTS...The War Ship-
ping Administration provides insurance for
merchant seamen against disability and dis-
memberment resulting from war risk and cer-
tain specified marine risks closely connected
with operations of war up to $5,000, and in
certain cases an additional $2,500 is provided.
This protection is sufficient where the dis-
ability is not permanent. H. R. 4163, passed
by the House and now pending in the Senate,
will make provision for certain urgent cases
of total permanent disability. Consideration
should be given to the question of making
comprehensive provision for all disability
cases.

® BURIAL... Seamen have been sensitive
over their ineligibility for use of the national
flag at burial. This symbol of service to the Na-
tion during time of war should be provided
as well as a minimum burial fee, transporta-
tion of the remains, and the privilege of
burial in national cemeteries.



