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By Covey Bezmy
In the -wake of still

‘-another “Indian: Coun-

try’’ - ruling,’ legal

‘spokesmen for ‘two or; i
at.the. Native Amencan

ganizations., Thursdayf
‘urged U.S.  Attorney B
Larry- Patton to get on .

with.-a . decxsxon on

whether ' to prosecute-
16- -year-old: Carlton_\'

Gr'ass ’in ‘connection

with - a Chxlocco Indian ..

School’ slayln" m
than ayearago. =y
‘The Oklahoma Couxt

of Criminal’ Appeals
ruled earlier:this.wee Icos
that the st'lte has no ju- . -
risdiction to- try Grass;_-v-'
because the alleged-of- -
fense occurred in what .

is legally.defined as:In-

dian Countxy. i aannmg
 The ruling. left .both

_on talking about this is
another day he (Grass) _'

Kay Count}, District At-

torney Joe Wideman,

who had sought Jur‘ls-‘
diction in the case, and
Patton,

the '-federal-‘
prosecutor from Okla-.;.-
homa City, who appar.~ ‘

' ‘e"_nfly_hes"‘i"t.i'lou;:unhrép-
: py,with the situation.’

“ The. two~were taken !

mg a press conference

Center dnc Oklahoma

-City - by Barry Bene—~_‘
field, a. member of.the =

center's legal staff, and -;
Susan Work ‘Norman, a
lawyer' for the Oklaho~

.ma. Indxan Affalrs Com-
mission, .who has been *©
f"‘inVolve'd in the.Gras,s_
“case.’ S
"""‘These pubhc offl--‘
cials'who stand for law
and order are spending ...
“ their: time complamm".;-
~about. what- the court: i
has done instead of
dealing with-all these °
-things,"; said Benefield.

“Every day-that'we go

hasn't had the’ opportu—
nity to have .a  fair

‘hearing.”’ The young

Chllocco student .has
been m Jaxl )m Newku'k

slaymf7 of a: lq-year—old‘
Indxan dnas dormxtory,

at the school ‘.

- When ‘the appel]ate
,court ruhng was h(.nd—i
ed down,,the state*
charge agamst Grass
i was ordered dismissed,;
leanng prosecution to:
‘«federal-authorities who
“'have’ ‘jurisdiction - o»en
‘felony offenses cornmxt»

,ted in Indian Country. :i:

£ :,,Patton was,_ later
quoted as saymv he’
would do’ everythmo
possible” to return ju-

. risdiction in the Grass N

case to the state. 3k val ]

recogmze that jurisdic-r

- turned by consent of
the tribes,” the Indian
Jawyers noted Thurs-
“day, *
larly inappropriate in;
light of the 'United.

States attorney's: duty.
_‘arxsmg_ out of the trust}

*“This position fails to .

tion over Indian Coun-:
4.tCy -can only be re-:

‘and it is partlcu- ]

AL
"‘-ﬂwmm::cmw gt

. relationship. between

the federal government
and Indian people and
tribes.”

The :Indian "’ Country+,

ruling does leave a law

enforcement loophole_
when an Indian -com-

: mxts a qudemeanor
agamst another Indxan
" in Indian Countxv This

type of case ‘must be
'hand]ed by Indian’

the Bureau
Affalrs

of Indian

oy Obvnously, we're not
urgmg proseuction,’ o
noted’ Benef:eld "but

_1t s the law. It's txme to

get on mth the _next
step.”

eourt's': which are cur-
rently being set up by

‘However,. federa! au- |
_thorities retain? -juris-
diction over felonies.
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%éaee “”‘@ Train

By Brian Coyne
CHILOCCO “The " “of Indian Affairs to es-
Childcco Indlan School tablish’ the .training
was selected Thursday ‘program in which the .

tract thh the Bureau :

as 1 ‘police’ trammg Oklahoma State  Bu-.

cente

to teach basic

“law enforcement skills
to Indlan tnbal pohce
; offlcers i
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mstrqcuon will begin
“June, 1, said Charles
T tor of the Bureau of In-

~ dian Affairs area office

“in Aradarko. - o

- The’ s1xiweek course“
12«.covering240~ ‘hours . ‘of “=ntoday. e

3 Dela.{ey, deputy direc- -

reau of Investigation
-will cooperate and pro-
‘vide"instruction, ‘Dela- *

~i.ney said. Papa will be

at Chllocco through

" Delaney saxd the trib-~
al police officers will
operate .in various
areas of Indian lands
as defined by an Okla-
homa Court of Criminal

Delaney was on the - =~ Appeals ruling. this

Chilocco ™ . campus
Thursday -, w1th Louis

week, in which Chilocco
was declared “Indian -

e o 7 g 11 A0

S@ece

class from four Indxan
‘agencies in the Anadar-
ko area including
Pawnee, Sha . nee, Ana-
darko and Concho. {
% "Our security guards
are under delegated or-
-ders” from the Geneéral
Servxces “Administra-
tion: (GSA) that author-
~wjzes --the* secretary’ of
“the interior to appoint
uniformed guards in
the Bureau of Indian
Affairs as special po-
lice _.at.. boarding
schools. They have the
same base-of anthority
cas the GSA Federal
Protectxve Service such |

country” and the state as one:-notices in feder--

o~ “Papa, director of Law
Enfcrcement Training was barred from trying

and Consultation Ser-

vices for the New York -
City Pohce Depart-

* ment. R

Papa is under con-

an Indian student

~ charged with flrst-de- 3

gree murder.
- He said there will be
24 tranees in the June

al’ bulldmgs and court-
houses

Two such federal po-
“lice already are on duty
_at Chilocco-and a third
wxll be added S001:,
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OKMULGEE’
‘have been told to keep hands’ oft en-.
forcing criminal violatxons on Indi
‘an _land, leaving dotted'sections of.
the state a virtual "no—man s- land"
for policing e ey

‘But alittle- known orgamzatxon of....

, Creek Indians, one of only severaIx ;
‘the Umted Sates whxch has. for,

i enforcement duties,
L The Creek Nation cvroup, known as
the 'Light Horse Admmlstratmn
- consists” of 25 umformed offxcers
who now act only as securlty guards'
on Indlan propertxes : g2

“Keepmg surveillance on the trib-
al administration buildings “in Ok-

mulgee-and’on our:Head Start,cen-“"

ter at Yeager mortheast of Holden- ‘-
ville takes our time now, because we
have no: powers of arrest as far as
- the: state is.concerned,” ‘explained
Duke Harjo, one of four supervisors:

-

T e TR A

tion- is putting:! together ‘a special
academy this summer to train Indi-
i, " an’police, and after” our people; go

oving to assume; - i - duties!
H ' =

“The -State Bureauof Investma--,t
which provided for a Light Horse

through that we will -have the:. au- .

~ thority to’carry guns-and act as our -
-.own-police on Creek 'Nation proper- .

ty: whlch covers Lan: fewht -county

was resurrected three years ago to .

e providew‘sec_:_n’rity{A'd_ed by a federal

- i officers.are. expected toibe added
" within: the next few months to guard .
the- Creek Nation’ Hospxtal in
Okemah

_orms\consxstmg“of dark” blue. pante
-and-light blue-western- sty]e shlrts
'Har}o said field officers wear five-

'Oned

* On.one shouldex ‘the offlcezs uni-
rms beara Creek Nation seal and

-on the opposite“an - Amerlcan flag -

* _ emblem is worn. -

* “We don't ‘carry. guns, ]ust flash-

hghts and we have - mght stxcks
- ordered,” Harjo said." o
. “The problem over state offlcmls

enforcmff laws on Indian land is-

somethmg that - has been there for
.yeaxs ' he'said. " p

2N o

?“Basuany, it BEA 15 vor the .
western-half- of the state, and con-
siders -onlv “Indian “1ands in. that

oint oold stars bearm'y the Creek :

eeven- ‘ A
oEreau of lnvestmatmn agent Sald the.._

FLoury

',-... =13

reactxvatmo th

has scheduled the training: -academy
for_. _June_at, Chilocco near - ‘Newkirk.
where partlcxpants wxll attend six1
weeks._ ofs formal:police” training. to
prepare themsely es for enforcement.

t;(

‘After peopre have fmxshed the
academy, it’s. our : undexstandmf’
. that-we will brécome pohce and have’
Jurxsdxction over Creek Nation
pr Operty," he said

““e hawen’t had many pronlems.

;.at all since. we started up. again

about three years ago, but Ii imagine

fthat if. we do hate to start enforcing

the laws,” we will be*adding Some .-
.more men to-patrol the roads: like
“the state officers do now.” * v

Roots of the Light. Horse Adminis-

“tration were set out in the 1860s in

‘the: Creek Natlon Constltutxon,i

Brigade to police Indian lands. The

_ brigade-~was .to consist of sevéral

cavalry-type .units which. patrolled
Creek territory untilt shortly after
‘the turn of the century when, federal
and state marshals began assummﬂr

so set up an Indian’ judlmary “and
‘Zpenal code, became inactive about
1910 when the Creek National Coun-_
cil stopped meeting. The four other
Civilized Tribes haxe similar consti- _

"tuhons contammc 51m1lar .provi-
~:sions, althougb officials said -the -

Creens ‘are apparent leaderal dn o
nits. e

under-the Division of Tribal Affairs -
2in O}cmuleee headed by Bill Fife. ~ =
- ~Harvey Pratt, Oklahoma State Bu-

set to be'rm June ops and will 1rclude =
complete law enforcement train--.
mg ranging from marksmanship: -
.and arrest procedures to state stat" i
" utes and patx oling. 22
“We are offering. the trxbes an
academy to teach their people how . -
* to be police officers so they can en-
force the laws in Indian country,
. Pratt said.
Pratt said the fxrst ever academy

will likely include about 30 particj- . -

pants from a half-dozen tribes, and
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The nght T(orse Admtmatrauon,éz S
_-headed by.-Stan: Wells,. is operated...




