Oklahoma City, Oklahoma
September 24, 1940

/-

Mre Se Be Whi taker,
Hoore, Oklahoma

Dear 8ir:

. I have your receéent letter questioning my course in
supporting Willkie. You venture to cell me a great statesman,
and then proceed to criticize me for the course that involves =
that knowledge. Do you call yourself a atatesman? If you do
not, then why Judge statesmen? - ‘ s M R B o

Remember Thomas H. Benton of Missouri, after serving -
in the United 8tates Senate for 30 years, was defeated, and the .~
following year ran for oongress and was defeated, and within the
space of two yeare was defeated for CGovernor of Missouri, because
gayhianuop_haﬁ arisen, and hie party had taken a reverse position.
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Also Blair of Missouri, did like service, and he ocarried
his party over to the Republicans as a result of the isswes of . .
the Civil War, then carried it back to the Demooratic party. He,
like Benton, was scourged and slandered, even by thelr friends, =~
- but when the Statuary Hall at Washington was opened to the at%%gst"
Wissouri put, at the expense of the tax payérs, thq statuea of . .
these two great statesmen, whom, in the olosing days of:&hetr RS
 careers the people had ropuliated, bocause they awakened to the - ,
fact that, as statesmen, they followed their judgments and o?ntq;on01¢'
. s : e e d - = RTINS e R S R
..  Remember also,-that Sam Houston, who carved the Republie
 of Texas out Of the wilderness, was rotten-ogged in 1857 for his ..
position on Slavery. He, to00, was later honorved. Likewise, I should .
- dishenor myeslf, my past record, and stultify azy oym mind and gone = -
science, did I support a man for President, or congrees, who sptands
for the New Deal, for in no sense are the prinaiples of the New Deal
in %@neuﬁth beferson; Jagkson, or any other grcatabnmcaraﬁ:pgetknj‘A
past. TR 1 | ~ R e

.~ Knowing the history of the rise and fall of Republies K
in the pest {and there were 200 in the middle ages) I know from .~
" that pest history and record, that this Republic will go down, if .
the New Deal be continmed, and if Roosevelt is aleotqd‘tho.}hpzﬁ\ '.n
term. ; * ' ol i B A

o Then you will say Murray wes right, but that oowpliment
will do me no good, and you and I both will lose our liberty. ' .
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#2 8. B. Whitaker

You, in a veiled way, intimate that I am paid. This
is not in keeping, and you know it, with my record in the mst.
In the pest I hawve refused even to speak under a demooraéld
committee when speaking for the party, because they would under~
take to control what I would say. I have either pald my own
oXpenses or received expenses from my friends, and that is the
case in this contest. : '

ey I make a personal saorifice in doing what I now do. ° .
I could have gotten a job at $6,000 a year, within five months
after I left the Governor's office in 1935, but of course,

I would have had to stul tify wmyself, and in the future could
not have respected myself any more than can Josh Lee and Elmer
Thomaa, or these other coat tail riders in the United States
gongress, and since then, the New Dealers, doubtless directed
from Washington, have made themselves busy to prevent towns

- from permitting me to lecture on non-political subjects, by :
which means I sought to live- first tryinz to buy me with patron-
age; they now try to starve me; but I shall fight the New Deal
until it be dostroyed, or it destroys the Republic, for one

or the other is bound to crack. !

Yours sincerely,

‘ Wme Kq Murray
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